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CANNEL COAL. 
AMSAY’S NEWCASTLE CANNEL 
has become the principal Cannel Coal used in 
the Metropolis, Its joint products of gas of high 
illuminating power, and coke of good quality, make it 
one of the most ecénomical coals known. The Crystal 
Palace was lighted from it in 1851, and the Post-office, 
and Times Office, are at present. 
FIRE-CLAY RETORTS and PIPES. 
FiRE-BRICKS (marked ‘“* RAMSAY”) OF ALL 
DESCRIPTIONS. 
G. H. Ramsay, Broad-chare, Newcastle-on-Tyne. 
Manufactory established in 1804. 
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ws TED, by a respectable Man, 

aged 31, who writes a first-rate hand, and is 

good at accounts, a situation to MANAGE a Gas- 
Work, or in any other capacity connected therewith, 
where good character and ability are indispensable. 
Has had considerable practical experience in Gas 
Lighting generally, especially in the Fitting departay) 
ment, and as Meter Inspector. First-class Testimo- 
nials, and other reference, if required. 
| Address, T. B., care of Mr. KING, 11, Bolt Court, 
Fleet Street, Lonpon, E.C. 
| ANTED, by a Young Man, aged 
23, a situation as MANAGER of a country 
|Gas-Work. Fully competent to make working and 
| finished Drawings of all Apparatus required on the 
| works, Setting of Iron and Clav Retorts, and to under- 
| take generally the entire superintendence of the Manu- 
| facture and Distribution of the Gas required. Unex- 
| ceptional references will be produced, and guarantee, 
| if required. 

Address, “ MANAGER,” care of Mr. KrnG, 11, Bolt 
Court, FLEET STREET. 


ANTED, by the Advertiser, a 
situation as WORKING MANAGER of a 
| small Gas-Work. Has had 17 years experience at a 
|| Gas-Work; can Lay Mains and Services, &c.; can 
|| eee Beene Testimonials; has no objections to 
"|| go abroad. 
||" Address, T. W. M., care of Mr. W.B. Kina, No. 
|| 11, Bolt Court, Fleet Street, LonDoN, E.C. 
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FOREMAN, STOKER, AND YARD-FITTER. 


ANTED, in a small Gas-Work | 
on the South Coast, a responsible Man, active 


|| and intelligent, and with first-rate Testimonials as to 
integrity and character, to undertake (with the assis- | 
|| tance of an Under-Stoker) the Gas-Making, Lighting, 
|} and Putting Out of the Public Lamps, Yard, Fitting, | 
| and Smith’s work. | 
| Application in writing, stating qualifications and 
{ | the amount of wages required, to be made to CHARLES | 
i| Drxon, Gas-Works, CHICHESTER. | 


THE 





COWEN’S PATENT FIRE-CLAY RETORTS. 


J OszrH COWEN and CO, 
BLAYDON BURN, NEAR NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE, 


Were the only parties to whom a PRIZE MEDAL was 
awarded at the GREAT EXHIBITION of 1851, for “‘ Gas 
REToRTS and OTHER OBJECTS in Fire CLay.” 

J.C. and Co. have been for many years the most 
extensive Manufacturers of Fire-Clay Retorts in the 
United Kingdom; and orders for Fire-Clay Retorts 
of all shapes and dimensions, Fire Bricks, and every 
other article in Fire Clay, are promptly executed at 
their Works as above. 

COWEN’S GARESFIELD COAL AND COKE, 

Coal and Coke Office, 
Quay Sipz, NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE. 
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FIRST PRIZE IN THE PARIS EXHIBITION. 
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Jj Onn RUSSELL AND CO, 
THE OLD TUBE WORKS, 
CHURCH HILL, WEDNESBURY; 
ALMA WORKS, 
WALSALL, STAFFORDSHIRE; 

and 69, UPPER THAMES STREET, LONDON, 
Original Manufacturers of Wrought-Iron Gas Tubes 
and Holders of the present Patents; Inventors and 
First. Makers of LAP-WELDED FLUES for Steam 
Boilers. 

J, R.and Co, make all kinds of Tubes and Fittings 
for Gas, Steam, and Water, and the largest Orders 
may be executed in afew days. 

Gun Metal, and all other kinds of Cocks, Stockz, 
Dies, and Taps, Galvanised Tubes, &c. 

N.B. All Goods thoroughly Tested before sent out, 
and Warranted. 


METROPOLIS GAS, 1850 to 1860. 
Foe SALE, bound in Calf, 917 pages, 


price £1. lis. 6d., a few copies of Reports of 





JOURNAL OF GAS LIGHTING, 


WATER SUPPLY, & SANITARY IMPROVEMENT, 


LONDON, DECEMBER 3, 1861. 





| 
| 


Proceedings in Parliament, and elsewhere, on Matters | 


affecting the Supply of Gas in the Metropolis, viz.: 
The Great CenTRAL Gas ConsuMERS BILL, 1850; 
The ARBITRATION BETWEEN MR. CROLL AND THE 
Company, 1857; The MARYLEBONE Gas CONSUMERS 
CoMPANY’s BILL, 1859; Ciry Gas Company’s BILL, 
Lords and Commons, 1859; and, The METROPOLIS Gas 
REGULATION BIL, Lords and Commons, 1860. 
W. B. Kina, 11, Bolt Court, Fleet Street, LonDoNn. 


| Works, for further particulars. 


| 


| pany, Mr. H. P. SterpHEeNnson, 58, PALL MALL, S.W. 





Subscription { 15s.in Advance }DOUBLE lio. 
per Ann, 18s Credit. Price ls. 


BLAYDON BURN AND LOW BENWELL FIRE- 
CLAY RETORT AND FIRE-BRICK WORKS, 
NEAR NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE. 


W uu" COCHRAN CARR begs 


| most respectfully to thank the Metropolitan» 
Provincial, and Continental Gas Companies for their pa- 
tronage for several years past, and to intimate that he 
has rebuilt and enlarged his extensive premises for the 
Manufacture of CLAY RETORTS; and thatheis now 
prepared to execute thelargest orders with punctuality 
and despatch. Orders for FIRE-CLAY RETORTS, 
of all shapes and sizes, FIRE-BRICKS, and all other 
Articles in Fire-Clay, executed on the shortest notice, 
and on the most reasonable terms. 

London Agents : 
JAMES LAWRIE & CO., 
63, OLD Broap Street, City, LONDON. 





TO GAS-FITTERS, 


WANTED , a thorough good Fitter, 
for indoor work. No mere Service Layer need 
apply. A good Tinmatt preferred. 
Applications not replied to in seven days, must be 
considered as declined. Address, Mr. A. H. Woop, 
Gas Office, HAsTINGs. 








WANTED, GAS-WORKS TO PURCHASE 
OR LEASE. 


HE County and General Gas 

& CONSUMERS COMPANY (Limited) are desirous 

of purchasing or leasing GAS-WORKS on equitable 
terms. 

Application to be made to the Engineer of the Come 





Just published, 


(BSEBVATION S on the Paper read 

by JOHN SHUTTLEWORTH, Esq., before the 
British Association at Manchester, on 

THE MANCHESTER GAS-WORKS. 

Reprinted from the JournaL or Gas LIGHTING, 

WATER SUPPLY, AND SANITARY IMPROVEMENT. | 

Price 3d. each, or 5s. per 25 copies. | 

W. B. Kina, 11, Bolt Court, Fleet Street, LonDON. | 


TATION-METER on Sale at the 


Warrington Gas-Works, capable of passing 7000 
feet per hour, with Hydraulic By-pass, 7-inch Inlet 
and Outlet-pipes, Clock, and Tell-tale; complete, and | 
in thorough repair. | 

Apply to Mr. HARRISON VEEVERS, at the above, 
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M. RICHARDSON and CO., 


Iron Roor, GasHOLDER, AND Gas 
APPARATUS MANUFACTURERS, 
FOUNDRY, DUDLEY. 


WwW 


TUNNEL 





THE 


LAP-WELD 


iMPERIAL 


IRON TUBE 


(SUCCESSORS TO GEORGE B. LLOYD & CO.,) 
GAS STREET AND BERKLEY oTREET, 


BIRMINGHAM, 


Manufacturers of Wrought-Iron Tubes and Fittings, | 


FOR GAS, STEAM, AND WATER. 


AND 


PATENT GLASS ENAMELLED AND GALVANIZED TUBES, | 


COMPANY, 





IRON BOILER TUBES. 








EstaBLisHED 1840, 


AND FIRE GOODS IN GENERAL, 


WOLVERHAMPTON RETORT WORKS. 


JOHN EUNSON & SON, 


Gas Engineers, and Manufacturers of Clay Retorts 


WOLVERHAMPTON. ada 
Retort Mouthpieces, Bolts, Nuts, and every description of Wrought-Iron Works, BAIS ah 

















<. 
r 
—s 
aaa, 

oT 
A « 
a 

mr 
et 
~ 

= 

> aw 





\ 


WAAVISM TS 











810 THE JOURNAL OF GAS LIGHTING, WATER SUPPLY, & SANITARY IMPROVEMENT, (Dec. 3, 1861. 











MEDALS AWARDED TO 


THOMAS GLOVER’S 
PATENT DRY GAS-METERS. 








LORD REDESDALE'S “SALE OF GAS ACT.” 


DRY METERS VZRSUS WET METERS. 
LONDON, February 25, 1861. 


Tuomas Grover begs to call the attention of Gas Companies and others to a few facts, which, if duly considered, must 
lead to most important conclusions :— 

1. That since Toomas Gover commenced to manufacture his Patent Dry Gas-Meters (which is now upwards of 15 
years), every Wet Meter Maker of any importance in England has been compelled to manufacture Dry Gas-Meters ; and in 
the Journat or Gas Licutine, of date of 12th of February, 1861, Messrs. William Parkinson and Co., successors to the late} 
Samuel Crossley, advertise that they ‘intend manufacturing Dry as well as” Wet Meters, and it is worthy of particular notice! 
that they intend to do so “after 40 years experience in manufacturing Wet Gas-Meters of such a quality that has enabled, 
them, as they say, to maintain a superiority over all other ; and this, be it also particularly noticed, after they had advertised) 
in the Journat or Gas Licutine, January 29, 1861, ‘their improved low-spouted Gas-Meter with new patent float arrange-| 
ment, which entirely overcomes the difficulty experienced by ordinary Wet Meter.” | 

2. That it is quite consistent with Tuomas Giover’s knowledge that Wet Gas-Meters, called ‘‘ low-spouted”’ or ‘‘ com-) 
pensating Wet Meters,” have already been proved to be incapable of continuous working or registration, and for this reason 
the manufacturers of these Meters have been induced to seek the repeal of Lord Redesdale’s (righteous) Sale of Gas Act. 

3. That every year the Patent Dry Gas-Meter manufactured by Toomas Grover has risen in favour with Gas Companies 
and Gas Consumers, placing him in the proud position of being the largest manufacturer of Gas-Meters in the country. 
Tuomas GLover guarantees his Patent Dry Gas-Meters to meet all the requirements of the “ Sale of Gas Act,” to give) 
accurate and unvarying registration with steady lights ; and, from their peculiar construction, cannot be tampered with, and| 
may be fixed in open situations even above or below the level of the lights. They work with less pressure than Wet Meters,| 
and are not affected by the most severe frost. | 
Tuomas GLover guarantees to uphold all Meters sold by him for 5 years free of expense to the purchaser, or for aj| 
'|trifling per centage per annum will contract with any Gas Company to uphold their Meters of his manufacture for a series of 

years ; and, at the conclusion of such contract, to leave the Meters all in perfect working order. 


N. B.— Agents in several parts of England are wanted. Apply by letter, or personally. 


WILLIAM PARKINSON AND CO. 


| (SUCCESSORS TO SAMUEL CROSLEY), | 
| PATENT WET AND DRY GAS-METER MANUFACTURERS, &e.| 


{9 


I COTTAGE LANE, CITY ROAD, LONDON, E.C. | 


} 
| 


| Establishes 1816. | 

















PATENT IMPROVED WET METER. | 


W. P. and Co. invite especial attention to this Meter, which entirely overcomes the difficulty to which ordinary | 
Wet Meters are subjected, owing to the short range of the Fleat, which is necessary, in order to meet the requirements! 
| 


i|of the Sale of Gas Act. | 











“Jt is well known that in Meters constructed so that the valve will close when the water is drawn off to such a point as to render them 3 per cent. slow | 
the lights are liable to be extinguished by the closing of the valve by a sudden increase of pressure. To meet this difficulty, Mr. Pinchbeck has invented an 
ingenious and simple arrangement by which the action is reversed, and any such increase of pressure, in his Meter, raises the value instead of depressing it. ne 
fact of the improvement having been adopted by Messrs. W. Parkinson and Co. is a sufficient guarantee that it practicady and effectually remedies the incon- 


|| venience it is designed to meet.”—JournaL or Gas Licurine. 


PATENT IMPROVED DRY METER, 


'|Which W. P. and Co. pledge themselves to manufacture with the same quality of materials and workmanship as in their 


'Wet Meter, thereby giving Gas Companies and others the advantage of procuring a first-rate Dry as well as a Wet 
| Meter, which, hitherto, they have been wnable to do. 


STATION-METERS AND GOVERNORS, 


| Which can be seen at all the London Gas-Works. Also Liverpool, Manchester, Sheffield, Nottingham, Belfast, Glasgow, Bir- 
|mingham, Dublin, Bristol, Leeds, Leicester, Brighton, Southampton, Sunderland, Wolverhampton, Bradford, Norwich, &c., &c. 


TEST GASHOLDERS, EXPERIMENTAL METERS, EXHAUSTER REGULATORS, 
| MINUTE CLOCKS, PRESSURE GAUGES, PHOTOMETERS, PRESSURE REGISTERS, &c. 
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The next number will be published on Tuesday, December 17, and the 
subsequent numbers on each successive alternate Tuesday. 
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! Stamped copies, when forwarded by post, must be folded so as to expose | ” nO oF : . 
| | springs which feed the lake rise below this clay. Alkali Lake | 


| never dries up entirely, and has no apparent outfall. The 


the stamp; they are otherwise liable to the full postage charge for 


| | letters, 


| This Journat has been duly registered at the General Post Office for 

| | transmission abroad. 

| All Communications to be addressed to the Editor, No. 42, Parliament 
Street, Westminster; and orders for Advertisements to the Publisher, 
Mr. W. B. — No. 11, Bolt Court, Fleet Street. 
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NOTES UPON PASSING EVENTS. 
Tux mineral wealth of California seems to be as varied as 
|boundless. M. Barral’s Presse oo of the 16th of 
| November, contains a letter from San Francisco, describing 
‘the sources of boracic acid, and the beds of borates found in that 
‘country. ‘‘To proceed from San Francisco to the region 
where borates and boracic acid are found, you take the steam- 
| boat to Benicia, and omnibus to Nassa. From Nassa to Clear 
|Lake toward the north, the station nearest the lakes and 
‘springs of borates is about twelve miles, over a rough road, 
but practicable for wheeled carriages. On the borders of 
Clear Lake, at a distance of about a mile and a half, there 
jis to be seen, on a chain of hills, an enormous white mass, 
which looks like a heap of slaked lime; this is a rock of 
sulphur, the exterior crust of which is composed of a mixture 
of sulphur, of sand, and earthy impurities, bleached, no doubt, 
by contact with sulphurous smoke and atmospheric influence. 
On breaking this crust, numerous fissures appear, and cavities 
studded with beautiful crystals of sulphur. Through these 
fissures, which seem to communicate with the interior, hot 
vapour and sulphurous smoke rise continually. This mass of 
sulphur, formerly called White Hill, now bearing the name of 
Sulphur Bank, covers a space of about twenty acres, and is 
about fourteen feet in depth. It varies in colour from bright 














yellow to deep black, and is as remarkable for the purity as for 
the quantity of sulphur. Below Sulphur Bank, and round its || 
base, in a ravine, the head of which is about 350 yards distant | 
from Clear Lake, flows a thin stream of water, strongly charged || 
with boracic acid, which can supply about 25 pints per minute ; 
but it soon sinks, and is lost in the sands. The two sides of | 
the ravine, for a space of several yards, are covered in summer | 


| 


| with a bed of boracic acid from a metre to a métre and a half |; 


| constantly escapes in bubbles; in some places, this gas is| 


Bennett, W. "H.—Improvements i in Gas-Regulators ae es 


Grants of Provisional Protection . . . - »- . + © « « « 819} 


Charing-Cross Money-Order Ofice, to William H. Bennett, No. 42, | 
' of thick mortar. Below this bed, is stiff blue clay, the depth 


thick. Several other springs, which seem to rise from the || 
sulphur-beds, flow into the ravine. Sulphurous hydrogen 


replaced by carbonic hydrogen. The point where the ravine 
enters the lake, is remarkable for the rising of a quantity | 
of hot water, which bubbles out within a few feet of the || 
lake, and covers a space of about 50 yards by 15. This hot || 
water contains a considerable per centage of borax, with a good 

deal of boracic acid. These hot springs yield about 7000 pints per || 
minute; and 2 pints, on evaporation, gave nearly 8 grammes of 
solid matter, consisting of borax, boracic acid, and a small quan- 

tity of silicious matter. These springs, no doubt, rise from the | 
bed of sulphur. It would, probably, be easy to intercept them | 
before they penetrate the lake. There can be no doubt that) 
these springs, properly worked, would produce enough borax | 
to supply half the consumption of Europe and America. The) 
western winds, which blow constantly in these districts, would | 
afford a means of producing, by evaporation, many million | 
pounds of borax, at a cost little exceeding that of sea-salt, | 
which is made in the same way. Forests of oak, of vast| 
extent, in the immediate neighbourhood, would afford an | 
ample supply of fuel for manufacturing purposes. Alkali) 
Lake, another of the curiosities of California, is very near the || 
Boracic Ravine, just described. When the traveller, whose | 
letter we quote, visited Alkali Lake, in January, 1861, it}|| 
seemed to cover a space of about one handred acres, and to || 
be about three feet deep. The bottom of the lake seemed 

entirely covered with a gelatinous substance, having very much | 


| 
| 
| 
| 
} 
| 
| 





the appearance and smell of soap. He was informed by) 
| The subscription is 15s. per annum, if paid in advance during the month | 
of January, or 18s. credit, in two sums of 9s. each, in July and | 


»ersons who had explored the Jake in summer, that this gela- 
i P 

tinous matter was of an average thickness of four feet, the 
top being in a semi-liquid state, and the rest of the consistence 


of which has not been ascertained ; but, ut borings of five feet, 
there was no apparent change. Itis probable that the mineral | 


gelatinous matter is full of crystals of borax of all sizes, from 
mere specks to lumps weighing several ounces. These crystals 
are semi-transparent, and of a white or yellowish colour. 
Below, in the blue clay, much larger crystals are found, 
weighing as much as 453 grammes. A close examination 
proves that they must have been formed iz sitz, as particles of 
blue clay are found in them, while the crystals of the bed 
above have no traces of blue clay. The writer thinks that, by 
boring to a certain depth, a jet might be obtained of the in- | 
fiammable gas, which now floats over the lake, in sufficient 
quantity to be used in evaporating the water. He calculates 
that the borax could be manufactured and delivered at San 
Francisco at 13d. a pound. He also suggests that another 


| source of profit might be found in the manufacture of iodine, 


with which the waters are strongly impregnated. ‘The sul- 
phuric acid required for the operation might be obtained from 
the Sulphur Bank close at hand. He also describes several 
other lakes or springs from which borax might be manu- 
factured. 


M. Jamet in one of his letters to the Revue Scientifique 
(August 16), in describing the Exhibition of Manufactures at 
Marseilles, gives an interesting account of the progress of 
manufacturing chemistry in France. In reading it, we could 
not help being struck with one difierence between the two 
countries. English writers are constantly rejoicing over the 
discovery of some foreign material worth importing, while | 
French writers are congratulating themselves on the discovery 
of some process which may render them independent of that 
dreadful person the “ Forcigner.”” ‘ M. Balard,” says M. 
Jamet, ‘early devoted himself to the study of the products 
contained in the brine, from which sea-salt is extracted. In 
1826, he discovered bromine, which is used in the manufac- 
ture of : — number of chemical products employed in the fine | 
arts. a later period, by a happy application of the rules of | 
eo he showed how France might become independ nt 
of Russia and America for the potash she stil! imports, By. 
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analyzing the brine (eaua-m?res) he found that it contained 
a considerable amount of sulphate of potash; by mutual ex- 
change, this salt and chloride of sodium can be transformed 
into sulphate of soda, and chloride of potash. A change of 
temperature is sufficient to cause the change in the composi- 
tion of these salts. At a temperature below 10° centigrade 
of the four articles which may be produced, i.e., sulphate of 
soda, sulphate of potash, chloride of soda, and chloride of 
potash, as sulphate of soda is the least soluble, it will then be 
precipitated if the dissolution is sufficiently concentrated, and it 
will remain in the liquor of the chloride of potash. On the 
contrary, at a higher temperature, chloride of possium will be 
precipitated; the sulphate of potash will remain dissolved. 
The extraction of sulphate of soda direct from sea-water 
would be a long and costly operation ; but, when evapora- 
tion has extracted a considerable portion of the sea-salt 
and concentrated the waters to a certain degree, then by 
‘taking advantage of the alternation of heat and cold above 
and below 10°, afforded by the changing temperature of day 
and night at certain seasons of the year, sea-salt and sulphate 
of soda may be produced alternately.” ‘It is much more 
profitable to make sulphate of soda than sea-salt; because, in 
manufacturing artificial soda, the chloride of sodium must be 
converted into sulphate, and this conversion is very expensive, 
being effected by the use of sulphuric acid, and absorbs three- 
fourths of the sulphuric acid manufactured in France. The 
waters, while leaving the salts of soda they contain, continue 
to evaporate, and consequently become more and more rich in 
salts of potash and of magnesia. The same methods may be 
applied to the extraction of these salts; but the process must 
be carried on in winter and not in summer. Thus chloride of 
potassium, as well as sulphate of potash and magnesia, are ob- 
tained. M. Merle has introduced a very important improve- 
ment in the extraction of sulphate of soda from brine (eaur- 
meres). In order to be independent of the uncertainties of the 
seasons, he makes use of a freezing machine, which enables him 
to reduce the temperature of water 15° or 18° below zero. 
tulphate of soda in solution is rapidly precipitated, and the 
| waters remaining give chloride of potash by evaporation. 
|'This new process has advantages in economy of time, regularity 
in operation, and a large per centage of returns. 
gerating machine he has hitherto used is worked by the evapo- 
ration of ether; it is probable that ammonia will be substi- 
tuted for ether, which is not so inflammable, and not more 
hurtful to the lungs of the workmen than ether. In June last, 
upwards of 6000 acres of the salt lakes in La Camargue were 
worked under this system, but they were expected to be 
extended to near 20,000 acres. 

The production of artificial soda is one of the incidents of 
the revolution of 1798. Foreign commerce having been 
interrupted by war with all the European powers, the Conven- 
tion appealed to all manufacturers and men of science for the 
invention of substitutes for the failure of imports. Amongst 
others, Leblane invented a mode of manufacturing the soda 
which France had previously imported from Spain. ‘The 
sea is an inexhaustible mine of salt; and from it the soap-boil- 
ers are now able to obtain the soda they require.” Leblanc’s 
manufacturing operations were not successful ; he was ruined ; 
and, after a life of distress, died miserably. A few years ago, 
his children received a tardy recognition of their father’s ser- 
vices. The manufacturers of soda, more fortunate than 
Leblanc, have realized large fortunes by operations on a great 
scale. They make sulphuric acid as well as soda, and the 
greater number turn chlorohydric acid, which is a very trouble- 
some production, to useful account. Sulphuric acid is one of 
the substances which modern chemistry has very much cheap- 
ened; a hundred pounds of it may now be obtained for less 
than what one pound cost when it was exclusivelv obtained by 
the use of sulphate of iron. The changes in the manufacture 
of soda in England have also been curious. For many years, 
it was manufactured from kelp, which gave our Orkney and 
Caithness landlords good rents, and was protected by a heavy 
duty against foreign importations. When the duties were 
repealed, our manufacturers called in the chemists, and by the 
French process made soda from sea-salt, which successfully 
competed with forvign importations. French salt manufacto- 
ries have the disaclvantage of a heavy and troublesome excise. 
| The Times has published a letter of four columns from Sir 
{William Armstrong, in which he successively touches on all 
ithe statements which have been made in disparagement of his 
guns. He takes ius facts exclusively from published, official, 











| out closing the breech.” 


The | 


The refri- | 





documents, and thus replies to Captain Halsted and the nest 
of rival patentees who fire their batteries from behind the 
Mechanics’ Magazine. For the benefit of English, and still 
more of our numerous French and German readers, who may 
not see the original letter, we condense the most important 
passages of this comprehensive reply. 

The following table shows the successes and failures of the 
Armstrong guns since their adoption :— 























{ 
Number | 

Number | Number} Latest 
Calibre of Gun. | Pee on ant —_— “or | Consrest 
| ore. | lor Use. Repair. | 3 

pears | = 
6-pounder -| 49 44 | 5 0 0 _ 
12-pounder . .| 464 152 | 312 0 14 | 120 
25-pounder . .| 325 253 | 72 0 0 | 19 
40-pounder . . 221 48 173 0 2 | 285 
100-pounder . . . 563 329 234 Oo | 4 650 

Total. . . 1622 | 826 | 796 0 | 0 





* The Government being guaranteed against injuries at proof. 





Thus it appears that upwards of 1600 guns have stood the 
test of proof, that more than 800 have been issued for use, that 
none have burst, and that out of 20 returned for repair, 14 
were 12-pounders. As to these 20 repairs ‘‘ one 100-pounder, 
returned for repair, needed and underwent none; 6 of the 12- 
pounders were China guns, and they were condemned to 
receive new bronzing, cleaning, and three new drip-pans.”” One 
40-pounder required only cutting, or facing the screw; 4); 
only were in such a state as would have prevented their con- | 
tinued use in action; and one of these was in that condition |! 
from having had its screw injured in an experiment by the | 

| 
! 





ordnance select committee, to try the effect of firing with-|, 
But the Mechanics’ Magazine has} 
stated that a 40-pounder gun burst at Shoeburyness, the 
Government trial-ground. This gun, ‘‘had been used for|| 
trial the night before; by mistake, the practice-shot was left in 
the muzzle; on the next day, the gun was loaded at the) 
breech, and fired in ignorance of the shot in the muzzle, when, 
of course, the muzzle was blown off at the point where the 
practice-shot rested.” ‘‘The muzzle of any gun would have 
been blown off under similar circumstances.” || 

As to the probability of the Armstrong guns bursting, the | 
following examples are given from Government returns :—Of || 
heavy ‘guns, one 40-pounder has fired 721 rounds, another || 
571. Of the 12-pounders, one has fired 1720 rounds, another | | 
1832, another 2817 rounds. Even the original experimental |, 
18-pounder gun, submitted to the Government in the year || 
1857, has fired between 2000 and 3000 rounds, and is still in | 
perfect condition. This ordnance has been tried against every || 
kind of object—ships, forts, earthworks, martello towers, and, 
targets representing bodies of troops, with an effect never | 
attained by any other system. It should be noted that Sir) 
William Armstrong had to introduce with his new gun an'! 
entirely new system of fuses and projectiles, viz. :— | 

1. A time fuse, which burns during flight, and which can be set so as to | 
explode the shell atany given number of yards, or, a3 case shot, at the gun’s | | 
mouth. | 

2. A percussion fuse, which is incapable, in its original state, of exploding | | 
the shell, though dropped from a great height, but which acquires by the | | 
act of firing so delicate a sensibility, that it explodes the shell thenceforward | 
at the lightest touch. : 

8. The sea-service percussion fuse, which, like the last-mentioned, has no | 
sensibility before it is fired, never has sufficient sensibility to explode the | 
shell by impact on the water, or by ricochet, but takes effect on a ship’s| 
side, whether it strike it point foremost or otherwise, and bursts the shell in 
the very act of passing through the timber. : 

4, The solid shot for battering, the common shell for explosive effect, and | 
the segment shell for use against troops or the crews of ships—three pro- | 
jectiles, the destructive power of two of which is on a scale hitherto 
unknown. 

Each of these field-service projectiles contains the first and second of these 
fuses. A slight adjustment only is required, at the very moment of loading, 
to determine whether it shall act as solid shot, shrapnell shell, case shot, 
or percussion shell, Each battery of field artillery, under this system, goes 
into action not merely with a gun of less weight than formerly, and using 
half the weight of powder, but, what is more important, carrying many 
kinds of shot in one. 


Next, as to the vent-pieces, which Captain Halsted asserts 
are a constant source of failure and danger. “ The vent-pieec 
is not expected to have the same durability as the gun. It is 
separate from the gun, and contains the touch-hole, which is 
the most perishable part of all ordnance. Every time the 
weapon is loaded, the vent-piece is removed. Two of them 
are attached to each gun, and if one is injured the other is 
ready to replace it. The following table shows the statistics 
of vent-pieces :— 


| 
| 
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Number | 




















— Number — ag 
v issued. | Number unserviceable. 
Calibre of Gun. aaa = — blown away. - Pa 
Issued. ) | Steel. Tron. 
A | 
6-pounder 10 2 0 | 0 
12-pounder 624 2 8 | 0 
25-pounder 144 0 3 | 0 
40-pounder 346 1 9 7 
100-pounder 468 0 4 1 
Total 1592 | 5 24 8 


This list includes not merely broken vent-pieces (iron have 
never been known to break, and steel have been finally given 
up), but of all worn in long service—broken, bulged, or 
cracked. The chief difficulty has been in the 40-pounder. As to 
blowing away of vent-pieces, the director of ordnance reports, 
on the 14th of November, ‘‘ They always arise from careless- 
ness; no vent-pieces can be blown away if gunners know 
their drill.” “‘ The failure of wrought-iron vent-pieces in the 
jcase of the 100-pounders, is limited to the single instance of 
,one slightly bulged ; seven others all occurred to 40-pounders, 
‘whose pattern will consequently be changed.” All these seven 
failed on board the Trusty, in the course of a single experiment. 
during 142 rounds from only two guns. The gun in which 
| 11 vent-pieces thus failed was brought to Woolwich, and was 
fired 58 rounds with the same pattegn vent-piece as before, 
without a failure! The failures in broken or injured vent- 
'pieces have always taken place at Shoeburyness—none have 
been reported from Shorncliffe, where there is constant prac- 








‘none in the Channel fleet, except one steel 40-pounder vent- 
piece on board the Edgar—none on board the Excellent gun- 
|nery-ship in 2445 rounds, or the Cambridge, in 3523 rounds. 


the four large guns which Captain Halsted, in a letter to the 
| Times, said had failed after afew rounds. No.1, was an 
80-pounder, the first heavy gun made by Sir William Arm- 
strong. A slight flaw was readily cut out; it was used to 
batter down the martello tower, and ccntinues to be service- 
able. Nos. 2, 3, and 4, are 100-pounders “ disabled on board 
the Stork, and condemned as dangerous ;”’ two of these were 
returned for examination and report: after examination, they 
were declared fit for use. One was fired 363 rounds con- 
tinuously, at Shoeburyness, then forwarded to Woolwich, and 
proved a second time. It was used at Shoeburyness for firing 
shot of 200 ewt., against an iron target. The second gun 
was equally severely and successfully tested. The third 100- 
pounder has been ordered to Woolwich for examination ; 
udtil examined, it cannot be known whether its flaw is more 
dangerous than those of the other two. 

| As to the liability of the guns ‘‘to choke up their shallow 
| grooves with lead,” in no case has such an accident occurred. 
'** Where guns are neither sponged nor properly lubricated, the 
grooves will become choked with a deposit of powder. With 
the lubricator recently produced by Colonel Boxer, fifty rounds 
at a time have been repeatedly fired without any sponging, and 
the gun has remained as clear in the grooves, at the end of 
‘the experiment, as in the first round.” 

| Asto the escape of gas at the breech of great guns, by 
which, on one occasion, the whiskers of a man standing near 


large guns is completely arrested.” In reply to five objections, 
Sir William Armstrong says that—‘ Firstly, by rifling his 
| breech-loader on his shunt system, it becomes a muzzle-loader ; 
| secondly, it may be double-shotted with two flat-ended shots, 
, although a single percussion shell would be ten times more 

effective ; thirdly, shells, filled with molten iron, have been 

fired from both 40-pounders and 100-pounders ; fourthly, all 
| Sizes of the Armstrong guns have been used with every variety 
' of charge, from a few sizes to the full-service quantity ; fifthly, 
|| the lead covering of the shell may be so attached to the iron 
| that it can in no case come off, or in any less degree up to that 
| point, when it would separate immediately after leaving the gun. 
| The Ordnance authorities have decided on a degree of adhesion, 
|in which they consider that there will be no appreciable danger 
to troops when shells are fired over their heads to protect their 
‘advance, and, at the same time, they will cause considerable 
damage to the enemy, from the fragments of lead, when the 
‘shell bursts. The advantages of the Armstrong guns are 
Summed up in “ lightness, precision of fire, length of range, 
|and extraordinary power of the shell in different forms.” 





| tice—none in New Zealand—none in China, in 8000 rounds— | 


, Were singed—“ by the use of cups, the escape of gas in these | 


| in which the gun was condemned, and said to have been with- 
| drawn from action at a critical moment, and to have occasioned 


| casualties to our own men—Major Hay, on the 25th of May, 


tests. 


| was required. 


Sir William Armstrong then dissects seriatim the instances of | 





| 
| 


| strong is in power, and is making a use of his power which | 


In answer to an imaginary confidential despatch from Major 
Hay, quoted in the Mechanics’ Magazine of the Ist of March, 





addressed a letter to Sir William Armstrong, in which he says : 
—‘The Armstrong guns in China were always in the most | 
efficient and serviceable condition, although put to very severe) 
They were never withdrawn from action, and their) 
places supplied by others; on the contrary, the Armstrong! 
guns were invariably the first to be ordered up when artillery! 
On the 14th of August, and again on the 21st, 
the Armstrong batteries were firing over the heads of our! 
infantry in advance, and never ceased firing in consequence of| 
any casualty to our men—quite the reverse.” ‘‘ It was my duty) 
to point out the slightest defects. This I did; and was glad_| 
to observe, in a recent visit to Woolwich, that those defects! 
had all been remedied in a manner which experiments had| 
proved to be successful; and I now fee! confident that the 
British artillery have the first gun, with the most perfect | 
ammunition in the world.” 

For our own parts, we have no more leaning toward Sir 
William Armstrong than toward Mr. Whitworth, Mr. Hadden, | 
Mr. Bashley Britten, Captain Blakeston, or Mr. Lancaster—| 
and, we believe, several of them, if not all, have contributed] | 
to the improvement of artillery—but Sir William Arm-) 


is very much for the advantage of the nation. He, there-| 
fore, deserves a hearing and fair play. As for the Mechanics’ | 
Magazine on this question, it is the mere organ of a patent) 
agent, and is evidently placed at the disposal of rival and very | 
unreliable clients—outs, who are only united in abusing the 
artillery reformer who isiz/ As for poor Captain Halsted, he: 
is very zealous and very industrious, on the subject of artillery | 
and national defences, but he ij: “Iso extremely dull. There isno! 
infliction equal to being obliged to read one of the captain’s pam-| 
phlets, except that of being obliged to listen to one of his lectures. 
Now, he should remember that, although he cannot help being| 
dull, and prosy, and obscure, he can help being incorrect. | 
There are persons who would be willing to put up with his, 
dry and crabbed style, if he would manage to collect reliable} 
facts; but, if he insists on embalming, idle and malicious | 
gossip in the Halstedian style, there will be no pause between 
the delivery of his pamphlets and their consignment to the) 
waste-paper basket. || 

A deputation from Lambeth and Southwark, on the subject) 
of the south-side embankment of the Thames, has been favour-| 
ably received by Lord Palmerston, who plainly intimated that 


. . . . ' 
this very desirable improvement would mect with 1. obstacle, 
from the Government, if the House of Commons .as found 
willing to find the money, and extend the coal duties. Again,| 


we repeat, why do not the Lambeth people sound the depth of 
private enterprise? Small railway extensions are sprouting up| 
on every side, under the genial influence of cheap money. In| 
the same advertisement sheet, last week, Great Grimsby, the) 
grave of millions, appears once more as the proposed terminus) 
of areally promising railway from Wakefield ; and, at the other || 
side of the kingdom, the Radstock collieries are the foundation 
of one bit more of Great Western extension. We could not} 
cite two more remarkable examples of the rising tide of railway 
speculation. We also find that the shareholders of the unfi- 
nished, but rapidly progressing, wire suspension bridge between 
Horse Ferry, Westminster, and Lambeth, have already found a 
Hebrew contractor to lease their tolls for three years, at a rent 
that will pay more than 5 per cent. on the capital. With these 
facts before them, the dwellers on the south side of the Thames 
would do well to ascertain, first, what the waterside proprietors 
are prepared to do by way of encouraging an embankment, and 
next, to feel the pulses of the railway companies now struggling 
for improved access to the City and West End traffic, of 
which an embankment line would make a famous link. Per- 
haps, a deputation to one of the speculative engineers in 
Great George Street, or Queen Square Place, might prove 
more solidly satisfactory than even Lord Palmerston’s honeyed 
words, 

While on the subject of Lambeth, we cannot help repeat- 
ing that there is a capital metropolitan improvement to be 
made there at very trifling expense, if the ecclesiastical com- 
missioners would say the word. Any one who travels by the 
South Western Railway, from Vauxhall to Waterloo Statiop, 
must have observed, behind Lambeth Palace, between the 
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‘| sale, are virtually abolished. 


|| chase. 
‘| supersedes tenancy at will. 
|| over the theorists, the old Indians, and the British followers of | 


‘| Colonel Sir Arthur Cotton will rejoice if his fragile form is still 
‘|spared to hear the joyful tidings, and Jearn his treasonable 
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dingy houses and the river, a narrow slip of grass, too rough | 
for a lawn, and too small for a park, being the remains of a | 
tract that once extended to the site of the Westminster Road, 
and bordered the river. This green slip seems only frequented 
‘by melancholy cows and dingy sheep. It does not look as if | 
|the Archbishop (although he has been shabbily deprived of his 
| predecessor’s park at Addington) ever extends his walks from 
|his garden to this Lambeth wilderness. Now, if an arrange- 
iment could be made, by which these fields could be thrown 
‘open to the river, and made accessible to the public on the 
‘same terms as the Temple Gardens, the Archbishop would 
|lose nothing, the church would gain popularity, Lambeth 
| parishioners an admirable play-ground, and the river-traffic a 

great ornament. At present, it is a wilderness of grass and 
trees, between dead walls sacred to cows and cats. Lambeth 
Palace Park would be a charming accompaniment to the south- 
|e embankment. But, if nothing be done to make this a 
| companion picture to the Temple Gardens, we shall wake some 
|morning, and find that the ecclesiastical commissioners have 
contracted to cover this rare space with a block of houses. It | 
would not cost much to clear away the boat-builders, and other | 
low-storied dwellings, that now intervene between Bishop’s | 
Walk and the river side. 

Liebig has recently published a mode of cleaning printed | 
paper or engravings from stains and discoloration of time. | 
After soaking the object to be experimented on in distilled | 
water, he suspends it in a jar, at the bottom of which is placed | 
a piece of phosphorus, half covered with water. At the expi- | 
ration of less than three days, paper discoloured from use, and 
stained with spots of coffee, had recovered its original white- 
ness. In order to prevent its becoming again dingy, and also 
very fragile—the natural result of this ozonic fumigation— 
paper, which has been thus treated, must first be well rinsed in 
spring-water, then placed in contact with a slightly alkaline 
solution for a few seconds; and, finally, submitted to a thin 
stream of water, while spread on a slightly-inclined sheet of 
glass for twenty-four hours. By taking these precautions, 
the stains of common ink may be completely washed out, while 
printed matter will remain uninjured. 

The Institution of Civil Engineers have been discussing Mr. 
Longridge’s paper on ‘‘ The Hoogly, and the new channel— 
the Mutla,” on which a new auxiliary port, for the use of , 
Calcutta, is being founded. The Mautla is a river where there 
are always twenty-six feet of water, while the Hoogly is beset 
with shoals; its mouth is only fifty miles, and one day’s steam 
from the head of the navigation—the Hoogly requires three 
days steam—advantages which must, in any event, socn give 
the Mutla port the position which Southampton now holds as 
respects London. All Indian undertakings have recently | 
acquired fresh interest, in consequence of the revolution, 
|just announced, in Lord Canning’s land proclamation, More 
fortunate than greater men, Lord Canning has, on the eve | 
lof his retirement, made a permanent scratch on the walls 
‘of Indian history. The leading axioms of the old Indian 
|Government have been to destroy the native nobility, and to | 
| impede the settlement of Europeans by the working of land 
laws. These Jand laws, which made the Government the great 
| landlord, and reduced taxes to rent, with right of distress and | 
First, colonization and cultiva- | 
tion are encouraged by the open sale of waste lands, at a low | 
fixed price to Europeans or natives—a price beginning at 5s. 
an acre for jungle, and rising to 10s., with certain deductions 
for clear Jand—and this in a country where sun and water 
provide manure, and labour can always be had for wages. Next, 
the land-tax, the rent of land, the arrears of which have in 
famine and flooding years reduced the greatest native families 
to pauperism, are offered for redemption at twenty years pur- 
Freehold is substituted for feudal tenure ; permanency 
Common sense has triumphed 











Gibbon Wakefield. Sir Charles Wood has had to surrender 
the cherished theories of his brother-in-law, Earl Grey. How | 


theories—that the most offensive part of his “‘ Public Works in | 
India” is adopted, and carried by the Governor-General and his 
council. Henceforward, India will be, to young gentlemen of | 
small capital, the land of hope that the United States and | 
Australia have long been to the landed labourer. We must | 


return to this subject with some facts. ! 
—_ | 
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| extending and maintaining their authority, to militate against 


| tion,’ and appears to fancy itself under obligation to maintain | 


_ coadjutors “‘ to establish some practical claims to public sup- 


| support might have been established; and we much regret 


| from the justices of the metropolitan counties to the Board of 
, Works, we applauded the promptitude with which they took 


_and by private communications, we represented to the Board 


| . . . 
| ations of many others, after the expiration of nearly four 


| believe, three hundred and sixty meters per week. 


‘returns obtained by the Surrey magistrates, that the average 


| inspector, with an assistant, was 6634 per annum; and that 


[Dee. 3, 1861. | 
Circular to Gas Compantes. 


THE circumstances under which the Metropolitan Board of 
Works were called on to put the Sale of Gas Act into opera. | 
tion in the metropolis, afforded that body a fine opportunity of 
exhibiting their administrative capacity, and of gaining the 
confidence of the public in their ability to carry into practical 
effect the powers conferred on them by Parliament. The 
magistrates of Middlesex and of Surrey, having determined to 
nullify the Act by refusing to adopt it in the metropolitan dis- | 
tricts, the powers originally confided to them for that purpose 
were, at the eleventh hour, transferred by the Act of last ses-| 
sion to the Metropolitan Board of Works; and the latter 
might, by vigorous and efficient action, have conferred a great 
benefit on the public, and have, at the same time, placed their 
conduct in favourable contrast with that of the magistrates. | 
But they have, unfortunately, allowed contracted views of the 
important work confided to them, and petty considerations of 





the discharge of their duties, and they have, consequently, | 
paralyzed the meter trade, and rendered it impossible to carry 
out the provisions of the Act in the metropolis. 

The eagerness of the Board of Works to grasp at power, 
and the pertinacity with which they “‘stand up for their rights,” | 
have drawn upon them the animadversions of the Times, which, | 
though apparently ignorant of the exact duties which the Act 
of last session transferred to them, sees clearly enough that. 
‘the Board invests itself with the sanctity of a great ‘ institu-| 


its prerogatives in the face even of discretion and expediency.” | 
Our contemporary wisely recommends Mr. Thwaites and his_ 


port before clamouring for extended jurisdiction ;”” and further 
advises them, that they had better ‘devote themselves to 
expediting works on hand, instead of claiming to take more! 
on their shoulders.” Had the Board adopted the course which 
was open to them in exercising the powers for carrying the 
Sale of Gas Act into operation, their practical claims to public 


that it should have been otherwise. The Board have ever 
received from us sympathy and support in the trials to which 
the red-tapeism of Government officials have subjected them ; 
and we have raised our voice in defending their independence 
from the attacks of Sir B. Hall, and the party who acted with 
him, whose object was to create a centralized authority. 
When the powers given by the Sale of Gas Act were transferred 


the preliminary measures for carrying the Act into operation ; 
but, at the same time, we warned them that those measures 
were insufficient, and that they would fail to meet the require- 
ments of the metropolis. Again and again in our columns, 


the urgency of the case, and that ruin and bankruptcy were 
impending over the manufacturers engaged in an important 
trade; yet, notwithstanding these warnings, and the represent- 





months, the humiliating admission is now made that there are 
two thousand new meters requiring to be stamped weekly in| 
the metropolis, and that the Board have only made provision | 
for stamping a smal] per centage of that number—the present! 
number stamped by their three inspectors not exceeding, we} 

Had the| 
Board attended to the representations that were made to them, 
founded on statistical returns, they might have known that 
three inspectors would not be able to do one-third of the work 
that would be required. It was known, by returns obtained 
by the Middlesex magistrates from authentic sources, that 
there are, on an average, 70,000 meters made per annum on 
the north side of the Thames alone. It was known, also, by 


rate at which meters could be tested and stamped by one 


number represented the amount of work capable of being done 
by an experienced officer and an assistant, when the meters 
were subjected to only the ordinary tests employed before the 
passing of the Sale of Gas Act, which imposes more stringent 
testing regulations, that require longer time to carry out. With 
these facts before them, the Board must have been aware that a 
larger staff, and an ample provision of gasholders and appa- 
ratus would be necessary to test and stamp all the new meters 
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stamping old meters taken down to be repaired or examined ; 

yet, in defiance of this evidence, they appointed only three 
inspectors, without assistants, and provided each one with only 
three gasholders. The Board seem, indeed, to be not only 
deaf to the evidence of others, but they refuse to be guided by 
their own experience. They have ascertained that the present 
testing power of their three inspectors is only Sufficient to get 
through about one-sixth part of the work with which they are 
overwhelmed ; and, as the means of removing the difficulty, they 
have sapiently resolved to appoint one more inspector! The 
gentleman appointed is Mr. Ward, who stood the highest on 
the list of unsuccessful candidates at the former election, and 
whose character, ablility and knowledge, we understand, well 
qualify him for the appointment; but, it is no derogation from 
| Mr. Ward’s qualifications to doubt his ability to perform, with 
his single arm, the Herculean task of testing the thousands of 


politan Board are endeavouring to stultify the acts of the 
inspector appointed for the City of London, who, with the aid 
of three assistants and ten gasholders, has prevented the 





twice as great as itis. It would have been well, if the Board 


of Gas Act into operation, instead of rushing into collision 
with them in a struggle for authority, which it was never in- 
tended the Board should possess. It might have been 
presumed that the communication from Mr. Clive to the Board 
would have put an end to such petty contention, for he in- 
formed them that it was the intention of the framers of the 
Act for transferring the powers of the magistrates to the 
|| Metropolitan Board, to exclude the City from their jurisdic- 
tion, and that legal authorities, at least equal to those on 
which the Board rely, were of opinion that the City was not 
included in the Act. But the Board deem it to be their duty 
“to stand up for rights,” and “‘ not to sacrifice a principle ” to 
reason or expediency; but, to assert their “‘ prerogatives, 

and ‘to maintain the sanctity of their great institution.” 
They have, accordingly, divided the metropolis into four dis- 
tricts, each of which is assigned to one of four inspectors, and 


deavouring to ignore, as far as they can, the existence of the 
inspector appointed by the City justices. 


We noticed in our last number that the Metropolitan Board 





powers conferred on them, even to their own officers, had 
taken the illegal course of interfering with the independent 
action of the inspectors, and prohibited them from stamping 
||the meters of any manufacturer without an order from Mr. 
|| Cresy, the chairman’s secretary. The Sale of Gas Act throws 
'|the responsibility of refusing to receive and stamp meters 
|| entirely on the inspectors, but the Board took on themselves 
that part of the inspector’s duties; and, having ascertained from 





ij to be stamped, they attempted to make a proportionate adjust- 
;ment of the quantities to be received, according to the esti- 
|;mated numbers manufactured. 


made in London, without allowing any ‘time for testing and | 
| meters by want of time, on account of the great number of | 


THE JOURNAL OF GAS LIGHT ING, WATER SUPPLY, & SANITARY IMPROVEMENT. 815 


meters that are now waiting to be stamped. As if to render | 
their folly and incompetency still more conspicuous, the Metro- | 


pressure on the inspectors appointed by the Board from being | 


had followed the example of the justices of the City, in‘ the | 
very effective manner in which the latter have carried the Sale | 


in these districts is included the City of London; thus en- | 
| we cannot say. 
| may be considered as an admission by the Board, that their|| 


of Works, in their reluctance to part from any portion of the | 





inspector had been prevented from stamping the complainant’s 


other meters previously brought to him to be stamped. That 
defence was, in fact, set up in reply to the complaint, and Mr. 
Corrie, who seemed unwilling to adjudicate on the matter, 
was anxious to dismiss the summons, on the ground that the 
inspector’s time had been fully occupied in testing the meters | 
of prior applicants. But the complainant and his legal advisers 
would not be satisfied with such a decision. They | contended , 
that it was the duty of the inspector to receive the meters, as 
there was room on the premises, without requiring an order || 
from Mr. Cresy ; and Mr. Corrie himself more than once ex- | 
pressed the opinion that the interference of the Board with the 
discharge of the inspector’s duties was illegal. Nevertheless, 
he determined to dismiss the summons—partly on the technical | 
objection that the inspector summoned was not the inspector || 
of the district in which the complainant resides ; and, secondly, || 
on the ground that there had not been such a refusal to receive | 
and stamp meters as the Act contemplates. After the decision | 
was given, the complainant’s counsel called on the magistrate | | 
(under authority of a Statute of which the latter was ignorant) || 
to state the reasons for his decision, in writing, within three || 
days; and he gave notice that he should have it reviewed by), 
the Court of ‘Exchequer. This course evidently took Mr. 
Corrie by surprise, and, had he been aware of it, he might have 
deliberated more carefully before coming to such a decision. | 
His technical objection to the summons is certainly ill-founded, | 
for an inspector is bound by the Act to test any meter that i is| 
brought to him, wherever it is manufactured. It was, perhaps, |! 
unfortunate that the case should have been brought before al| 
magistrate who is an ex-member of the Board against Ww shich || 
the. complaint was substantially made ; and the presence of the || 
chairman, at his elbow on the bench, was calculated to give a 
bias to the administration of justice, the suspicion of which it | 
would have shown a sense of propriety and good taste to have ! 
avoided. | 
One of the results of summoning the inspector before the 
magistrate has been the disappearance, from the inspectors 
office, of the notice, that they shall receive meters for testing 
and stamping from such makers only, and in such order, as || 
shall be notified to them by Mr. Cresy. The notice was re- 
moved the day after Mr. Corrie had expressed his opinion of its 
illegality ; but whether the resolution has been rescinded or not, 
The withdrawal of it from public observation 














interference with the independent action of the inspectors was | 
an illegal stretch of power. They must now, at least, be well 
aware of the inadequacy of the present staff of inspectors to 
carry the Act into effect; and we understand that the meter | 
manufacturers are determined to compel the Board to provide 


| the means for stamping all the meters that are made in Lon-/| 


'|the meter makers, separately, the number each would require | 


The smaller ‘manufacturers 


|may reasonably deny the justice of the arrangement which | 


|| powerful rivals in the trade, and which was adopted as a means 
||of diminishing the pressure on the inspectors that the insuf- 
‘ficiency of the staff occasioned. But, whether just or not, 
\such an arrangement is decidedly contrary to the provisions | 
,0f the Sale of Gas Act, and is an illegal stretch of the power 
|| conferred on the Board by the Act of last session, which ex- 
tended only to the appointment of a sufficient number of 
||inspectors, to providing suitable offices and apparatus, and to 
||the apportioning of a district to each inspector. Our intima- 
tion that the legality of the order of the Board might be easily 


were refused to be received, because he had not obtained an 
order from Mr. Cresy. He summoned the inspector who had 
refused to receive his meters, under the 11th section of the 
| Sale of Gas Act, and the case has been argued on three occa- 
sions before Mr. Corrie, the police magistrate, at Bow Street, 
of which proceedings a full report will be found in another | 
part of our present number. Had it not been for the 
interference of the Board with the inspector’s duties, the | 
\reasonable answer to the complaint would have been, that the 








| 


spectors appointed by the Board can together stamp, at the 


tested, has been acted on by a small manufacturer, whose meters | the skilled assistance afforded for filling and emptying, con- 


| 


‘places them at a disadvantage, compared with their more | the prescribed period—viz., two months from the time that 


don. Should they fail to obtain relief by proceedings against | 
the inspectors, they must apply to the Court of Queen’ s Bench 
for a mandamus, to force the Metropolitan Board to appoint a 
sufficient number of inspectors, and to provide adequate appa- 
ratus, to discharge the duties imposed on them by the Act of last | 
session; and it may be worth taking counsel’s opinion, whether | 
damages might not be recovered by each meter maker, for the 
losses sustained by the neglect of the Board to provide fr mg, 
quate means to carry the Sale of Gas Act into operation within 





| 
| 


| 


the power was given them to do so. 

It transpired, in the course of the proceedings, that the in- 
| spector appointed by the justices of the City of London has so 
| well organized his establishment, that, with the aid of ten gas- 
holders, and competent assistants, he is able to prove ‘and 
stamp from 100 to 200 meters per diem, while the three in- 





utmost, 60 meters in the same time! The difference may be 
accounted for by the want of a sufficient number of gasholders 
in the establishment erected by the Board, the insufficiency of 








necting and disconnecting, the meters ; and last, but not least, 
in the time wasted in filling up twenty-four columns of records 
of worthless details of the tests to which each meter is sub- 
mitted. Let the Board provide each inspector with ten gas- 
holders, and with such assistants as may be required for 
| preparing the meters for the tests, and for filling up the 
records required, and we have no doubt the inspectors they 
_ have appointed will not be behind their colleague in the City 
in the quantity of work done by them. 
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| 
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But another, and a graver question still, arises out of these 
proceedings, which must receive the serious consideration of 
the Government. In the opinion of the Attorney-General, by 
the Act of last session all appeals from the decisions of magis- 
trates and gas inspectors in the metropolis are to be made to 
the Metropolitan Board of Works, and not to the justices in 
quarter session; so that, had the magistrate convicted the 
inspector, he might have appealed to the Board, whose attorney 
had conducted his defence before the magistrate. The Board 
were substantially the defendants in the case; and, but for the 
intimate acquaintance with criminal law of Mr. Sleigh, the able 
counsel of the complainant, the Board might have been made 
judges as wellas partiesinthe case. It is, moreover, a question 
whether they are justified in expending any portion of the 
ratepayers funds in an attempt to sustain their illegal order ; 
and, on this ground if on no other, their proceedings require 
to be narrowly watched. 

Mr. Marriott’s maze of confusion and contradictions, wind- 
ing through the sections of the Sale of Gas Act and its amend- 
ments, appears to have puzzled the borough magistrates at 
Sheffield, and their legal adviser, quite as much as it perplexed 


at Sheffield arose from a summons taken out against the gas 
company for having refixed, without being stamped, a meter 
which had been taken down to be examined. The solicitor of 
the company raised three objections to the summons—firstly, 
that the refixing of the meter was not a fixing within the 
meaning of the 18th section of the Act, under which the 
information was laid; secondly, that the town council had not 
legally adopted the Act; and, thirdly, that if they did adopt it 
in the year 1860, the subsequent Act had rendered inoperative 
anything the town council might do until the Act was adopted 
by the county justices. The technical objections involved 


which the lawyers engaged expended wordy arguments 
without throwing much light upon them; but the sub- 
|Stantial question to be determined was, whether a meter 
jean, under any circumstances, be removed and fixed again, 
jwithout being stamped? The magistrates were inclined 
jto make a distinction between a meter removed for the 





| purpose of being examined, and afterwards fixed without being | 


'stamped—as in the case brought before them—and, when a 
| meter is refixed, after removal, for a mere temporary purpose 
—as for being repainted, or for having the water thawed in 
,case of frost. They intimated the opinion, also, that the Act 
had been legally adopted by the town council, and that the in- 
| Spector was duly appointed. After two days hearing, the case 
was adjourned, to give the company time to prepare a case for 
|the superior courts, or an appeal, in case of a conviction; but, 
|in the meantime, the summons was withdrawn, in consequence 
of a disagreement between the parties at whose instance it was 
taken out. 


| has been drawn and amended, can be solved. The distinction 


meters removed for different objects, though it may be recon- 


visions of the Sale of Gas Act. It appears to us quite clear 
that the justices must convict in all cases of refixing unstamped 


pany were either entitled to an acquittal, or that the justices are 
bound to convict in every instance in which a meter is removed, 





| this point, we adhere to the opinion expressed in our “ Circular,” 


given, and has been confirmed by eminent authorities. 


cileable with common sense, is nct reconcileable with the pro- | 


meters, if they convict in any ; and that the Sheffield Gas Com- | 


es the 22nd of October Jast—an opinion which was not hastily | 
| column, will be found a description of a self-acting governor, | 


price of 4s. per 1000 feet to yield a properly remunerative 
profit, has been seized hold of by their opponents and worked 
with considerable effect. To those who witnessed the contests 
of 1849 and 1850, and who exposed the fallacies of the argu- 
ments then advanced in favour of a maximum of 4s. in the}, 
City, the rise in the price of gas has been long foreseen; but 
they could scarcely contemplate that the proposition, when 
made, would have occasioned such determined resistance, and 
have given rise to schemes of counteraction so extensive and 
wild as those now urged forward. The notice which the City || 
authorities have been induced to give of their intention to in-| 
troduce a bill into Parliament next session for the amendment| 











the Solon of the Bow Street police court. The disputed case | model. 


questionable points of the construction of legal phraseology, on | 


|attempted to be made by the magistrates of Sheffield between | 


of the Metropolis Gas Act, comprises objects so compre- 
hensive, various, and even conflicting, that if the Dill!) 
were to profess to carry out one-half of them, it would) 
| have but little chance of passing a second reading. The}! 
objects hitherto avowed by the agitators in the Court of | 
| Commissioners have been, either to exclude the City from the 
| operation of the Metropolis Gas Act ; or to reduce the maximum 
| price to 4s. per 1000 feet; or to obtain power for the corpo- | 
| ration to make their own gas, according to the Manchester | 
It now appears, however, that the amendments pro- 1 
| posed extend to the whole metropolis ; and some of them are of |' 
| such a character as the parochial delegates, in their most ex- | 
| travagant moods, would scarcely have ventured to propose. |' 
Further provisions are proposed to be made with reference to 
the examination and testing of gas and of meters; for the 
“efficient and constant investigation” of the quality of the 
gas, and of “the state and condition of the gas-works, gaso- 
meters, retorts, pipes, meters, and apparatus for manufacturing, 
storeing, registering, and conveying gas, and for the due in- 
spection of any such works, and the payment of expenses 
wholly or partly by the gas companies.” The bill is further 
to make provision for altering the maximum price of gas, for 
| altering the rates of dividend, and for doing other things 
| by which the property of the gas companies may be con- 
fiscated ; and, after making all these amendments in the Act, 
for the benefit of the gas consumers of the metropolis 
| generally, it is generously proposed to renounce all these 
advantages, and to exclude the whole, or some part of the 
City of London from the operation of all, or some of the pro- 
visions of the Act, and intended Bill. Thus, it appears, that, 
should any such Bill be seriously considered in Parliament, the 
ratepayers of the City, would, as predicted by Mr. Cox, the, 
chairman of the Law and Parliamentary Committee of the! 
Corporation, expend £5000 or £10,000 in a contest for the || 
benefit of the gas consumers in other parts of the metropolis, | 
with the certainty of being defeated, after all. It is extraor- | 
dinary that, among the multifarious objects included in the 
notice, no mention is made of obtaining power to manufacture} 
gas. That project has been abandoned, notwithstanding the! 
eloquence of Dr. Abraham, who, at the last meeting of the! 


It is to be regretted that the withdrawal of the summons | Commissioner 3 expatiated in glowing terms on the important 
should have prevented the case from being carried to the advantages which Manchester had derived from the system ; 


superior courts, where alone the many difficulties that present | 
themselves, owing to the bungling manner in which the Act | 


but, in stating that upwards of £8000 per annum had been 
appropriated out of the gas profits to the improvement of the 
town, he incorrectly, and we must presume unknowingly, repre- | 
sented the price of gas, when such sums were appropriated, to 
have been 3s. 103d. per 1000 feet. We advise Dr. Abraham, | 


| before he again refers to the Manchester system of gas supply,’ 


to read our observations upon it, in reply to Mr. Shuttleworth’s | 
exposition of its advantages. It is a subject to which we shall 


| ere long return, and we shall then be able to show, from authentic 


for whatever purpose, and refixed without being stamped. On | 


| At the risk of wearying our provincial readers, we give full | 


reports of two more meetings of the Commissioners of Sewers 
of the City of London, at which the “ gas question”’ was again 
discussed ; but, as the wrangle threatens te be hebdomadal, 
with little variety to enliven it, we promise not to publish such 
full reports in future, unless something should occur to impart 
novelty to the discussions. Certainly, if perseverance merit 
success, the leaders of the opposition to the advance of the 
price of gas in the City deserve to succeed; and the handle 
afforded them by the companies, in resting the justification of 
the advance on the improved quality of the gas which they are 
compelled to supply, and not on the insufficiency of the former 








documents, that since 1825 the gas consumers of Manchester 
have paid upwards of £500,000 more than they would have 
done to a well-regulated gas company, whose profits were 
limited to 10 per cent. on its capital. 


Under the head of ‘ Register of New Patents,” in another 


the invention of Mons. E. Servier, the executive engineer (ingé- | 
nieur de service), of the Paris Gas Company, which appears to | 
us to accomplish one of the most difficult operations connected 
with the distribution of gas, in a manner so simple and ingeni- | 
ous, that we deem it worthy of notice in this place. It is well, 
known that, in adjusting the initial pressure at which the gas is | 
delivered from the gasholders into the mains, there is a great | 
liability to loss by leakage, in giving a greater pressure than is 
needed to insure a sufficient supply at the weakest point ip 
the circuit of the distributing mains. In the ordinary modes 
adopted for regulating and adjusting the initial pressure, it js | 
impossible to prevent great variations at such points, especial]y || 
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during the hours of lighting up ; and a burner, lighted under 
2-inch pressure, may be burning under half an inch in a quarter 
of an hour afterwards, or vice versa. With M. Servier’s 
governor, a perfectly uniform pressure may be maintained at 
any given point of a district during every hour of the evening, 
night, or morning, as the instrument itself adjusts the initial 
|pressure, without any intervention whatever, so that neither 





sufficient supply at the weakest point of the district. 
means by which this is accomplished are fully described in the 
specification of the patent and the accompanying drawing, to 
which we refer our readers. Some objection to its adoption 
may be raised on the ground of the cost of the small return- 
|pipe; but when the saving which its use must effect, in dimi- 
‘nishing the leakage of gas, is taken into consideration, this 
‘additional expense is not worth notice. The system has been 
adopted at one of the works of the Paris Gas Company with so 
much success that we apprehend it will eventually supersede 
all other forms of governors which have been hitherto employed. 
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1 Correspondenee, 
1 NAPHTHALINE IN GAS-MAINS, 
| Srr,—Passing over one of the bridges the other day, I wit- 
|, nessed a troublesome and somewhat expensive operation being per- 
|, formed, in cutting a large gas-main at short distances and drawing 
|,a brush through it, for the purpose of clearing it. 
| I was troubled two or three years ago with naphthaline in the 
}/leading main from a gas-work, extending to about half a mile 
| from the works; and, as the mode I adopted for clearing it was 
both simple, cheap, and effectual, a description of it may be of use 
||to your readers similarly situated. 
|| We had previously adopted the ordinary plan of steaming our 
pipes on the works; but, as we could not easily carry the steam 
into the district, I had a smail vertical boiler made with a furnace 
in the centre of it, a chimney-flue through the top, a small water- 
tank bolted on to the side, with force-pump attached for feeding 
the boiler, a safety-valve, and a wrought-iron steam-pipe for con- 
eee the main to be operated on, aud the whole was carried on 
| wheels. 
| _ After having steamed the main for several hours, till I found, at 
| the nearest syphon, that the gas issued hot, I then emptied a gallon 
| or two of common naphtha into the water-tank, and fed the boiler 
|| with this instead of with water. 
|| The effect was almost magical, in the rapidity with which it cut 
down and partly dissolved the crystals of naphthaline. These, with 
| the naphtha, after it had liquefied, I pumped from the nearest 
| Syphon ; allowed the liquid to settle, when the naphtha came to the 
|| top, and was used over and over again. 
|| The result has been that, whereas formerly we were troubled 
more or less annually with this deposit, it has not appeared since, 
|| which I partly attribute to the naphtha coating the main with an 
|| Oily solution; whereas, steam removes everything off the surface 
|| of the iron, and leaves it rough, and hence more liable to attract 
| | crystallization. 
The transmission of gas to the customers was not in any way 
interfered with, and, beyond cutting an inch hole in the gas-main, 





| 
| 


|| for a few hours, no other expense was incurred. 
GEORGE ANDERSON. 
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1 
| 1115.—James AtexanpeR Mannino, Esq., of Inner Temple, London, 
| for “(A mode or method of collecting ammonia from the waste gases arising 
| from the combustion of coal.’ Patent dated May 3, 1861. 
|| This invention relates to a mode or method of collecting and obtaining 
|, ammonia from what have hitherto been waste gases arising from the 
| combustion of coal in the manufacture of coke, and from the combustion 
|| of fuel in factories, foundries, and any other situations or processes wherein 
j,coal is largely consumed. It consists in vaporizing the eftluent or 
|| escaping gases, as they leave the furnace and ascend the main chimney or 
|| shaft, by the introduction therein, or the admixture therewith, of a jet of 
{|steam,. This steam, after it has become charged with the ammoniacal 
||and other gases—with which it will combine, or by which it becomes im- 
|| pregnated—is condensed, by passing it through or into suitable condensers 
| or refrigerators, so that an ammoniacal liquid may be obtained, from which 
sulphate of ammonia may be manufactured by the ordinary, or any other 
|| suitable process for preparing that salt from ammoniacal liquor. 
|| The apparatus employed for the purpuse of collecting the ammonia from 
| the waste gases, consists of a cylindrical wrought-iron chimney and shaft 
or flue, erected vertically upon a brickwork base. This brickwork forms 
a chamber for the primary reception of the gaseous matters, From this 
receiving-chamber they are caused to ascend the shaft or chimney, in 
which an artificial draught may be created, if necessary, by the revolution 
| of a fan carried on a short horizontal spindle, and contained within an 
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| 


more nor less pressure is given than is required to insure a | 


The | 





| as also for plugs of smaller dimensions. 
| feeding it first with steam, and then with the vapour of naphtha, | 





| 
| the smoke into the apparatus from the “uptake ”’ of the boiler-flues. | 


. repeated for another twenty minutes. 


817 | 
| 


external case carried by the chimney—its vanes projecting to about the | 
vertical central line of the chimney, so that, when driven at a high rate of | 
speed, an upward current is produced, which is particularly useful when | 
the fires are first lighted, although, in actual practice, it is found that it | 
can be occasionally dispensed with—a steam blast or jet merely being || 
used. The steam is brought from a boiler, or other steam reservoir, by | | 
means of a pipe, in which is a stopcock or valve, and enters, by a bend, || 
into the upper part of the chimney, terminating in a blast or jet-piece. | 
This steam-jet produces a powerful draught in the chimney, and the 
ascending smoke or gaseous matter at once commingles with the steam, | 
and the entire gaseous product is immediately carried, in the form of || 
vapour, up into the conical top of the chimney, and thence, by a sur- 
mounting bend, to the condensers contained in a large vertical refri- || 
gerating tube or vessel. | 
These improvements may advantageously be adopted for the abatement 
of the smoke nuisance, in most situations where such nuisances exist. } 
The smoke evolved from the chimneys or shafts of factories, foundries, | | 
coke-ovens, and, generally, from all smoke outlets, may thus be condensed, || 
and prevented from escaping into the atmosphere; and tall chimneys will | | 
thus, in most cases, be unnecessary. In steam-ships, the smoke may be | 
taken up and prevented from escaping, as at present, by at once taking 











The claims are for—The general arrangement of apparatus, or means | 
for collecting ammonia from the waste gases arising in the combustion of | | 
coal; condensing, and utilizing the same; and the obtainment therefrom | 
of sulphate of ammonia and ammoniacal matter. | | 


1121.—Grorcr Rvuypi11, of Dewsbury, York, for “A smoke-consumer | | 
and condenser for factories, railway-engines, steam-ships, furnaces, brick- 
kilns, cinder-ovens, bakehouses, and other purposes.” Provisional pro- | 

tection only obtained. Dated May 4, 1861. 
The smoke arising from coal-cinders, wood, turf, sulphur, chemicals, &c., 
is made to pass through a redshot retort, which may be of any con- || 
venient shape, and heated, either by fire or gas, in the flue or flues under | 
the boiler, or in any of the flues around the boiler, dry-house, or else- | | 
where. After the smoke has passed through the red-hot retort, it is made | | 
to proceed round the boiler, or direct to a blast-fan worms or forcer, | 
forcing or drawing air according to circumstances. The forcer receives | | 
the carbon, sulphur, gas, smoke, &c. that may be left after the same has'| | 
passed through the red-hot retort, and passes the same along a pipe into 
water, either pure or mixed with lime, &c., as necessity requires. 
1152.—Wittram Epwarp Gepee, of 11, Wellington Street, Strand» 

Middlesex, patent-agent, for “ Zmproved means and apparatus for con- 

ducting or forcing the flow of water.”’ A communication from Charles 

Douchain, of St. Cloud. Patent dated May 9, 1861. 
The first part of the invention relates to vent-traps for cleansing con- 
duits, which may be summed up thus :—Firstly, closing against introduc- 
tion of air to the conduit, by an upper valve provided with a lever to open 
the trap; secondly, closing the vent-hole by the use of a non-floating 
and solid valve, in order to prevent the apparatus closing until all the air 
has escaped, and to avoid the crushing and loss of shape to which the || 
valve of the ordinary apparatus is subject. 

The second part of the invention relates to a box or apparatus to be || 
placed beneath the pavement of the streets, for washing or watering, or || 
in case of fire. 

The third part of the invention relates to screw fastenings for traps, 
plugs, and openings of every description—water, gas, drain, or otherwise. | | 
It consists of a metallic piece, which carries two claws or arms, between | | 
which passes the conical end of a screw, which works in a metal nut in 
the same piece—so that, when the screw is not tightened, the distance of 
the claws apart permits the piece to enter the mortice of the plug, which 
mortice has been arranged for the purpose. It results that, if the screw 
is tightened, the claws forced apart by the conical part press upon the 
sides of the mortice. If it is desired to open the plug, it suffices to loosen | 
the screw; the claws then resume their first position, and permit the 
fastening to be withdrawn by the hold given by the screw when once 
raised. For orifices with key-plate, this arrangement may be simplified, 











1177.—Joun Henny Jounson, of 47, Lincoln’s Inn Fields, Middlesex, and 
of 166, Buchanan Street, Glasgow, N.B., gentleman, for *‘ Jmprovements 
in the decoloration and disinfection of liquids, and in the apparatus 
to be employed therein, which improvements are also applicable to 
the manufacture or production of drying oils.’ A communication from 

Louis Bouton, of Paris. Provisional protection only obtained. Dated 

May 7, 1861. 

This invention relates to a peculiar system or mode of treating liquids, 
and more especially oils of all kinds, whether vegetable, animal, or 
mineral, with a view to their purification, whereby their disagreeable 
colour and unpleasant odour may be effectually removed, rendering them 
both colourless and free from smell. 

According to this invention, the oil to be treated is introduced with 
about one-fifth or one-tenth of its volume of water into an agitator, con- 
sisting of a closed vessel provided with a shaft having a number of in- 
clined blades or arms, which shaft is rotated at a high velocity, so that its | 
arms by their rotation agitate and mix the oil and other matters con- 
tained in the vessel; a suitable quantity of chloride of lime or other dis- 
infectant or decolorizer being mixed with the water. After the agitation has 
been continued for about twenty minutes, muriatic acid, or any other 
reactive forming the chemical base of the particular disinfectant or 
decolorizer employed is to be added, so as to saturate the same, and 
render its action as complete as possible, after which the agitation is 
It may be remarked that various 
disinfectants and decolorizers will be required, according to the particular 
oils or liquids to be operated upon; and, in some cases, as in the treatment 
of linseed oil, the preparatory process above described may be dispensed 
with entirely, the disinfecting and decolorizing of the oil being effected 
solely by the subsequent process of oxygenation hereafter described. 

The agitating and mixing process having been completed, the contents 
of the vessel are allowed to rest for a short period, in order that the 
different matters may separate. The oil which floats upon the surface of 
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the water is then drawn off through suitable cocks, placed a little above 
ithe water-level. The lime which floats upon the surface of the water is 
| then removed, and is strained or filtered, in order to extract any oil which 
;may remain therein. The water itself is then drawn off through a dis- 
|charge-cock at the bottom of the vessel, and is also filtered, in order to 
collect the base products of the operation contained therein, which, in 
the case of heavy oils, consist of stearine, saponine, resinous deposits, and 
‘other matters, the collection and utilization of which considerably reduce 
the cost of the whole process, The oil which has been drawn off is 
now filtered through animal charcoal, after which it is ready for the sub- 
sequent process of oxygenation. 

The object of this second operation is to bring the oxygen of the atmo- 
sphere into intimate and close admixture and contact with the entire mass | 
of oil; and, in order to accomplish this more effectually, it is proposed to | 
pass the oil from an upper to a lower reservoir through and over a num- | 
ber of fine strainers and spouts, disposed alternately in a vertical series | 





' between the two reservoirs, so that the oil from the upper reservoir will | 


| 


| action of the atmosphere. 
| elevated by a pump or otherwise into the upper reservoir again, when the 
| percolating process is repeated, and this is continued until its complete 


be subdivided in its descent to the lower one into a number of minute | 
streams or drops, thereby exposing a large surface to the oxygenating | 
The oil on reaching the lower reservoir is 


disinfection and decolorization are effected. The oil is then filtered once 
more, which completes the process. 

If it be desired to expedite the oxygenating process, it may be carried | 
on artificially by the production of oxygen in close vessels, in place of | 


| submitting the oil or other liquid to the action of the atmosphere only. | 


1236.—WiruraM Crank, of 53, Chancery Lane, Middlesex, engineer and | 
patent agent, for ‘ Improvements in gas-regulators.” A communication | 
from G. Emil Fleischhauer, of Eisenach, Germany. Provisional pro- | 
tection only obtained. Dated May 14, 1861. 
This improved regulator consists of two taps or stop-cocks placed in the 
gas channel near the burner, or any other suitable position ; and one—the 
outlet stop-cock (that nearest the burner)—having about half the area of 
the passage of the inlet. The gas channels do not pass directly through 
the stem, but pass out at the sides, and admit the gas to a flexible bag or 
chamber in its passage between the two cocks, which chamber is secured 
on the exterior of the stem or piece in which the cocks are fitted. This 
flexible chamber expands or enlarges and contracts according to the pres- 
sure of the gas entering. Each of the cocks is furnished with a lever- 
arm, which bears on the flexible chamber, and which is acted upon by 
springs, so as to open the cocks when the pressure inside the fiexible 
chamber is removed. Thus the pressure exerted by the gas inside the 


| flexible chamber tends to close and reduce the passage of the stop-cocks ; 
|| while the springs exert an opposite infiuence, and so establish a uniform, 
| or nearly uniform, pressure of gas at the escape by the regulation of the 


|| arranged to limit the motion of its lever. 


area of the passage, according as the initial pressure becomes greater or 


| less, 
A small reservoir is also pro- 


|| vided between the burner and the nearest stop-cock, which reduces any 


‘flicker of the gas toa minimum. The whole of those parts, which may 
be small, are enclosed within a metal case or tube, to hide and protect 
‘them. A further regulation of the quantity of gas to be passed is effected 


by an index-hand, which communicates with a second plug to the exit ; 


stop-cock, which also regulates the area of its passage. The two plugs of 
this cock are eccentric—the arm of the one plug being at the end of the 
axis, while the index-hand is fixed on the opposite end, which is carried 
outside the case, or is otherwise visible, and adjusted by hand. 


1237.—Epwarp Curtis Kemr, of Avon Place, Pershore Road, Bir- | 


|} mingham, Warwick, agent, and Tuomas Hatt, of Basinghall Street, 
|| Leeds, York, gas engineer, for “Improvements in gas and other 


lamps.” Patent dated May 16, 1861. 
These improvements in lamps relate principally to that class of lamps 
snown as the hall-lamp, but which may be used for other purposes. This 
class of lamps is usually made with frames of hexagonal, octagonal, or 
other forms—having vertical pillars or styles on the lamp; and lamps 


' have also been formed in which the surrounding glass has been suspended 


in the form of drops hanging exterior to an upper framework ; and also 
with one cylinder of glass supported by two metal hinges. According to 
this invention, lamps are formed with an upper frame, connected only by | 
pillars or ties, disposed on the interior of the glass, which is received in 
grooves, recesses, or on studs, in such frames. The glass may be of any 
suitable form, and consists of a series of strips or sections of plates of 
moulded glass, the vertical edges of which are disposed in close contact 
all round the lamp, which may be circular, or of any other form desired. | 


| These plates, strips, or sections, may have bevelled edges, of greater or 


| preference with one obtuse and two vertical angles. 


less breadth ; or in crosssection may be together, ofa triangular form, by | 
The upper and lower | 
frames are held together by metal rods or ties, placed interior to this 
glazing, which ties may be covered in glass or otherwise ornamented, | 
The upper frame may be surmounted with a dome top of glass or other- | 
wise, and have a door-frame of glass in the bottom, for access to the lamp. | 
Instead of the glass, as before described, the glazing may consist of prisms, 
cylinders, or other forms of glass, placed in close proximity or contact 
with each other all round, and held in position by the ends being em- | 
braced by the grooves or studs in the upper and lower frames. By pre- 


| ference, the sections of glass can be inserted through openings, made of | 


suitable form, in the upper or lower ring, in which the glasses are guided | 
and sustained, and, furthermore, will be more easily inserted or removed. | 
Instead of the internal pillars or ties before mentioned, the glazing or 
strips of glass may be so fixed to the upper and lower frames as to con- 
nect them without any other communication, or two, three, or more of | 





| the glazing pieces may answer that purpose, and the other pieces be simply | 


| inserted in position, as before described. 


To effect this, holes may be 
bored through the ends of the strips of glass corresponding with horizontal | 


| holes in the frames, through which holes suitable pins may pass, and be 


| screwed or otherwise fixed, and so secure all those parts together in posi- | 
| rise or fall of the cone (E) till the equilibrium is restored, unless the 


tion, as before d »scribed. 
The claim is for the construction of lamps in which the glass or glazing | 
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To prevent the outlet-cock being entirely closed, a suitable stop is | 








consists of a series of strips or pieces of glass held in it, without an 
vertical external frame, and disposed and arranged in the manner herein- 
before described, 


1268.—Wittiam Henry Bexnerrt, of 42, Parliament Street, Westmin- '} 
ster, for ‘“ Improvements in apparatus for regulating the supply of gas.”” | 
A communication. Patent dated May 18, 1861. | 
This invention relates to a combination of self-acting apparatus for main- | 
taining a nearly uniforni pressure of gas at any given point in mains or | 
pipes used for distributing gas. | 


| 
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The accompanying drawing represents the section of a gas-regulator or 
governor, constructed according to this invention, and suitable for a main 
or pipe of 12 inches in diameter; the arrows on which drawing represent 
the direction in which the gas flows. A is a tank or vessel, partially filled 
with water, in which is placed an inverted cover or bell, (B), such inverted 
cover or bell being made light enough to float when the mouth is immersed 
in water, and the unimmersed portion is filled with gas, under the same 
conditions as to pressure under which the regulator or governor is intended 
to be used. This inverted cover or bell is divided into two chambers, 
that is to say, it consists of an inner compartment, and of an outer con- 
centric ring or compartment. Gas is admitted from the gasholders into | 
the said inner compartment by the inlet-pipe (C), and it escapes therefrom | 
by the outlet-pipe (D), from whence it passes into the distributing mains 
or pipes ; and, in order to reduce the size of the apparatus, the said inlet- 
pipe is made concentric with the said outlet-pipe, but, if preferred, the 
former may be placed by the side of the latter. Within the said outlet- 
pipe (C),acone (E) is suspended from the crown or top of the said 
inverted cover or bell, in such manner that the area of the orifice of the 
said outlet-pipe will be contracted as the said inverted cover or bell and 
cone rises, and will be enlarged as they descend; the ascent and 
descent of the said inverted cover or bell being guided in the usual man- 
ner by a guide-rod (F), fixed on the top thereof, and by three or more 
friction-rollers (G), fixed round the lower edge thereof. H is a pipe, the | 
open orifice of which rises above the surface of the water in the outer ring 
or compartment of the said inverted cover or bell, and the said pipe is 
from thence carried to, and connected with, the gas distributing mains or 
pipes at the point at which it is desired that a nearly uniform pressure of 
gas shall be maintained in the said mains or pipes; the effect of such | 
junction being to establish an equilibrium between the pressure of the | 
gas in the said mains or pipes, at the point where the said junction is 
made, and the pressure in the outer ring or compartment of the said in- 
verted cover or bell of the regulator, or governor. The said pipe (H) 
constitutes an essential feature of this invention, inasmuch as the equili- 
brium which it establishes, in the manner above referred to, becomes the 
agent for regulating and adjusting the initial pressure at which the gas 
will issue from the regulator or governor, into the distributing-mains or | 
pipes; and any disturbance of that equilibrium, either by an excess, or by | 
a deficiency in the initial pressure, will be immediately corrected by the 


pressure given by the gasholders should at any time fall below the initjal 
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pressure required to maintain the equilibrium, in which case, the regu- 
lator or governor would cease to act. The capacity of the return-pipe 
(H) must be sufficient for the purpose of communicating, or transmitting 
to the regulator or governor, the pressure in the distributing-mains, or 
pipes at the junction thereof with the said return-pipe (H), in such 
manner, that the full pressure may be at all times maintained in the 
outer ring, or compartment of the said inverted cover or bell of the 
regulator or governor, due allowance being made for the difference in 
pressure, arising from any difference in altitude, between the two ex- 
tremities of the said pipe, according to the well-known laws which affect 
the relative pressure of aeriform fluids at different altitudes. 

Regulators or governors upon the system herein described, but of 


pressure of gas shall be maintained in the said distributing-pipes, while 
gas is being congumed on the premises. 

Having now described and particularly set forth the nature of this in- 
vention, and the manner in which the same is, or may be used or carried 


or restrict himself to the precise details or arrangements which he has 
described or referred to, as variations may be made therefrom without devi- 


secured to him, is the construction of gas regulators or governors sub- 

stantially as herein described. 

1291.—Marc Antoine Francois Mennons, of the British and Foreign 
Patent Offices, 39, Rue de l’Echiquier, Paris, France, for “ Jmprove- 


liquid, fluid, or solid bodies,” 
21, 1861. 

|The object of these improvements is the production of an elastic compen- 
jsating and hermetical pipe-joint, comprising the advantages—first, of 
enabling the pipes to follow the sinuosity of the locality in which they 
may be set, thus obviating the necessity for angle and elbow pieces ; 
second, of rendering almost imperceptible, at the interior of the pipe, the 


A communication. Patent dated May 


nate expansions and contractions of the pipes resulting from the varia- 
tions of temperature; and, fourth, of correcting the rigidity and con- 





present in general use. These results are obtained by the isolation of the 
different pieces composing the joint. 
| vided with a projecting edge, in the centre of which is formed a groove 


‘or channel fitted with a vulcanized caoutchouc washer. A second cham- 


| 


smaller dimensions, may be employed to regulate the supply of gas upon 

the premises of large consumers, by fixing the regulator or governor upon | 
the gas-supply pipe, and connecting the return-pipe (H) with the dis- | 
tributing-pipes at any point where it is desired that a uniform minimum | 


into effect, the patentee observes in conclusion that he does not confine | 


ating from the principles or main features of this invention; but, what he | 
considers to be novel and original, and therefore claims as the invention | 


ments in the coupling or connecting joints of pipes for the conveyance of | 
| 2985.—Amos Wurstey and Tuomas Lumuey, both of Gloucester Grove 


discontinuosity of the connecting parts; third, of compensating the altcr- | 


sequent liability to rupture inkerent to a large proportion of the joints at | 


The extremity of the pipe is pro- | 


\ber is formed in the overlapping extremity of the second pipe, on which | 


are cast two ear-pieces traversed by wrought-iron bolts. On the first pipe 
jan annular counterfort, or moveable ring slids, carrying two pierced ear- 
ipieces, A similar set of ear-pieces and pressure-bolts are mounted on 
|the opposite diameter of the pipes, and at such other points of the circum- 
|ference as may be rendered necessary by the dimensions of the latter. 
To close the joints thus arranged, the bolts are passed through the holes and 


jare screwed down by nuts, during which process the moveable ring being | 


|drawn forward, compresses the caoutchouc in the chamber. 

| It is obvious that the pipes thus connected may be curved or inclined 
|to a certain extent, according to the requirements of their position, with- 
jout affecting either the hermeticity of the joints ur the continuity of the 
inner surfaces; while the dilatation and contraction from the variations 
of temperature, are compensated by the elasticity of the interposed 
| caoutchouc. 


| The extremities of the connected pipes should be set more or less | 


|closely together, according to the degree of inclination or curve to be 
given in laying down. The arrangement of the different working parts 
of the joints may be varied according to the form or intended application 
of the pipes, as, for instance, in replacing the pressure-bolts by key-pieces 
adjusted in corresponding bars, or projections, suitably distributed. 

The chamber in which the caoutchouc is lodged may be curved toa 


degree of hermeticity, resistance, or elasticity, required in the joint. On 
certain occasions, the caoutchouc may be replaced by gutta-percha, tarred 


in the manner described. 


and other pipes, of an elastic and compensating stuffing-box joint, com- 
posed of isolated pieces, arranged and secured substantially, as set forth. 


1314.—Cuartes Barry, of 196, Marylebone Road, Middlesex, atmo- 
spheric engineer, for ‘ Zmprovements in the mode of, and apparatus for, 
warming and ventilating rooms and buildings.’ Patent dated May 24, 
1861, 
These improvements consist, firstly, in bringing the external atmosphere 
direct to the fire-grate, that the fire may be supplied with pure air, and 
without the assistance of the air in the room in which the fire is placed, 
The air is introduced into a chamber beneath the grate, where it is divided 
into several currents, by flat bars, or current-directors. Part of the air 
being conducted underneath the grate, enters the fire at the bottom, and 
part is directed to the front of the fire to compress the smoke towards the 
fire, and cause it to burn. As the air which is supplied to the fire is 
independent of that existing in the room, there is no draught, as the air 
at, or near the floor of the room, is not used for the supply of the fire. 
The bars of the grate are made much broader than usual, and are placed 
in an oblique direction, and serve to direct the air to the fire, and thus 
consume the gas generated in the same. Part of the air supplied from 
the external chamber, as before described, is directed to a chamber con- 
structed round the grate where it is heated. The air, thus heated, is ad- 
mitted and directed by suitable apertures or valves into the room to warm 
the same, and cause a circulation, Thus, all the bad or vitiated air may 
be conducted into the chimney by an escape or vent-valve placed at or 
near the ceiling of the room. To prevent the air being burned in the 
heated chamber, the grate is made of iron, cased with Stourbridge clay or 





conical, circular, oval, triangular, or rectangular form, according to the | 


cord, or tow, bitumen, resin, leather, lead, and other substances, applied | 


The claim is for the construction and application to gas, water, air, | 





tiles. The grate may be heated by gas or coal, and the same effect ob- 
tained. The heated chamber may be made to communicate with the 
other rooms in the building, and supply them with pure warm air; the 
surplus or vitiated atmosphere being conducted into the chimney. The 
arrangement for the admission of pure air to the rooms and fire, serves 
effectually to prevent smoky chimneys, as it insures an upward current. 

The claim is for conducting the external air to the interior of a build- 
ing, previously distributing or dividing it into various currents for the 
purposes hereinbefore described. Also, for the combination and general 
arrangement of parts of a fire-grate, constructed substantially as herein- 
before described, and for the general arrangement for ventilating and 
warming rooms or apartments as set forth, 


APPLICATIONS FOR LETTERS PATENT. 
2874.—Cuartes Henry Murcuiy, of Manchester, Lancaster, for ‘* Jm- 
provements in ventilators for railway, and other carriages, and for other 
similar purposes.” Nov. 14, 1861. 
2924.—Joun Weems, of Johnstone, Renfrew, N.B., tinsmith, for “ Jm- 
provements in the manufacture of metallic tubes, and in coating or plating 
metals,’ Nov. 23, 1861. 
2962.—_Joun Hatronrp, of Beacon Cottage, Great Barr, near Birming- 
ham, for “ Improvements in collecting and utilizing smoke, gases, and 
suchiike products of combustion, rendering the same available for heating 
stean-boilers, and other purposes where heat is required, which improve- 
ments are also applicable to the desulphurization of coal in massing coke.” 
Nov. 25, 1861. 
84.—Joun Coon, of Glasgow, Lanark, N.B., brassfounder, for “ Jin- 
provements in pendent lamps.” Nov. 27, 186i. 





East, Vid Brompton, London, carpenters and joiners, for ‘ Jmprove- 

” Nov. 27, 1861. 

2986.—Hrrmann Brampacu, of 11, Lungengasse, Cologne, merchants 
for “ 4 new mode of manufacturing gas for illuminating purposes.” Nov. 
27, 1861. 

2992.,—Maenxvus Oxren, of Sydenham, Kent, Associate of the Institu- 
ion of Civil Engineers, for ** An improvement in the manufacture of gas, 


ments in ventilators, 








and the apparatus connected therewith.” Nov. 27, 1861. 
8006.—Bensamin Pitz, of 5a, Great Carter Lane, London, engineer, and 
James Joun Suzpiock, of 1, Wendell Villas, Earl’s Court, Kensington, 
for * Tnprovenents in cocks or valves Sor the passage of sluids,”” Nov. | 
28, 1861. | 

| 





GRANTS OF PROVISIONAL PROTECTION, 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


2527.—Wituiam James Wituiams, of Warnford Court, London, for | | 


* An improved process of charging wluminating gas with the vapour of | 
the hydruret of carbon, for the purpose of increasing ils illuminating pro- | 
Oct. 10, 1861. | 





perties.” 


orTS 


2778.—James Livesey, of Manchester, engineer, for “ Zinprovements ¢. 
apparatus for coms ing from one part of a@ railway train to another, 
and for coupling pipes.” Nov. 6, 1861. 

2795.—Joun RicHarpson Wicuam, of Capel Street, Dublin, for “ Im. | 
provements in apparatus Jor the manufaciure of gas, parts of which are | 
also applicable for cooking purposes.” Nov. 7, 1861. 

2801.—Joun Barrow, of the Dalton Chemical Works, West Gorton, 
near Manchester, ior “ Improvements in the manufacture of benzole, 
naphtha, naphthaline, aniline, and carbolie acid.” Nov. 7, 1861. 

of Weirdale’s Villas, Earl’s Courts 

Nov. 11> 





teat 
” 


2830.—James Joun SHEDLOCK, 
Kensington, London, for “ diaprovements in gas-meters,” 
1861. 

2862,—Atrrep Epwin Carrer, of the West Middlesex Water-Works, 
Kensington, and ‘Tuomas Hack, of the West Middlesex Water-Works, 
Hammersmith, both in Middlesex, for ‘‘ Improvements in screw-cocks,”’ 
Nov. 13, 1861. 

2864.—Joun Lestir, Esquire, of 69, Conduit Street, Hanover Square, 
London, for ‘* Jimprovements in the manufacture of gas.” Nov, 13, 
1861. 

2872.—Gronce Hawxstry, of Three Mill Lane, Bromley-by-Bow, 
Middlesex, for “ Jinprovements in apparatus for sounding alaruns and 
actuating ventilators.” Nov. 14, 1861. 





NOTICES TO PROCEED, 





1739.—Wiiu1am Covtson Parkinson, of Cottage Lane, City Road, 
London, gas-meter manufacturer, for ‘‘ dn improved frictionless bearing 
Sor gas-meters.” July 9, 1861. | 

1754.—Tuomas GoopE MessencEr, of Iligh Street, Loughborough, 
Leicester, horticultural builder and plumber, for “ Jmprovemenis in the | 
construction of valves.” July 11, 1861. 

1834.—MicnarL Henry, of 84, Fleet Street, London, patent agent, for 
‘“‘ Improvements in the method of, and apparatus Sor, obtaining an in- 
creased effect from lights.” A communication, July 20, 1861. 

2540.—CHARLEs Noyrs Kernot, of Gloucester House, West Cowes, I. 
of Wight, gentleman, and Martin Dieprxicn Rucker, of 116, Fen- 
church Street, London, gentleman, for ** Jnprovements in the method of 
obtaining ammoniacal salts, and other valuable products, from liquors or 
substances containing ammonia, and for utilizing the residuum.” Oct. 11, 
1861. : 

2635.—Herzert Frost, of Manchester, Manager of the Manchester 
Water-Meter Company (Limited), for “‘ Improvements in apparatus for 
measuring fluids,” Oct. 22, 1861, 
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PATENTS WHICH HAVE BECOME VOID 
BY REASON OF THE NON-PAYMENT OF THE ADDITIONAL STAMP DUTY OF 
£100 BEFORE THE EXPIRATION OF THE SEVENTH YEAR. 

1667.—AmasLeE Huirporyre Perr, “An improved mode of joining 
pipes.”” July 28, 1854. : 

1854.—AnistipE Barruazarp Bitrarp, “ Certain improvements in the 
manufacture of gas, coke, and other products from coal, and in the 
apparatus for that purpose.”’ Aug. 28, 1854. 

|1888.—Joun Gray, “A self-acting flushing apparatus, which may be 

| arranged for registering the quantity of water, or other liquid flowing 

| through it”? Aug. 29, 1854. 

|| 2005.—Groncr Frepericx Evans, “ Improved apparatus to be usea in 
the distillation of coal, and other bituminous or resinous substances.” 
Sept. 14, 1854 

2067.—JoserH Bovxton, “ Improvements in dry gas-meters.”’ Sept. 
26, 1854, 











| 
i 
| 
| Parliamentary tntelligqeuce, 
NOTICES GIVEN FOR PRIVATE BILLS 
RELATING TO THE SUPPLY OF GAS, WATER, &c. 
(Improved water supply ; powers 


1 
| 
|| 
| Bannstey Locat Boarp or HEarru. 
water-rates 
and to ra 
townships, parishes 
duits; provisions against the w: 
bye-laws ; powers to park-keep 
Acts and other purposes.) 
Bouiincton (PResteury) Improvement AnD Liguria. 
paving, iting, draining, and improving; 
gas-works; establishment of local board. 
| Braprorp Corporation WATER-WorkS AND OTHER Purposts. (Ex- 
tension of limits; powers to relinquish works; to borrow additional 
capital; to extend the period for completion of works; to alter the mode 
ef levying and collecting water-rates ; to remove or alter the limits as to 
quantity of, and alter rate of payment for, water sold beyond the borough ; 
to alter the mode of levying and collecting watch-rates; amendment of 
| Acts.) 
Bristor, Watrer-Works. (Constructien of new works; extension of 
{ limits; modification of duties imposed upon company ; increase of capital ; 
amendment of Acts.) 
|| Bury IMPROVEMENT Gas AND Water Surpiy. (Amendment of Acts; 
provision as to gas annuities; power to supply water, and to agree with 
|| Bury and Radelifie Water-Works Company, or to purchase or take on 
| lease the undertaking of that company; to raise money and to levy rates.) 
Bury Improvement Gas anp Warer. (Amendmeni of Acts; provision 
as to gas annuities; construction of water-works; purchase of lands; 
tolls ; po to commissioi © contract with the Haslingden and Rau- 
|| tenstall Water-Works Company for supply of water; or, to purchase 
or take on lease the undertaki 
and levy rates.) 
||CatTeruaM Watrr-Works. (Incorporation of company; purchase and 
completion of existing works; construction of additional works for supply 
of water to Caterhain and its neighbourhood.) 
| |Cotx River Warrer-Works Comvany. (Extension of limits for supply ; 
' inerease of capital; amendment of Act.) 
East Lonpon Watrres-Works. (Additional capital; amendment of Acis.) 
Fatmourn Warer-Works. (New works; extension of limits; amend- 
|} ment or repeal of Act; additional capital, &e.) 
|HecKMONDWIKE GaAs. (Dissolution of old company, and incorporation of 
new, with powers to make and supply gas to Heckmondwike and Liver- 
sedge; sale of undertaking to local board, and consequential powers of 
rating and raising money ; amendment of Acts. 
Kent Water-Works, (Additional capital; amendment of Acts.) 
LLANELLY, Town or, (Powers to repeal parts of the present I 
Gas Company’s Act; to make and establish new markets; branch railway 





| 
| 
| 
| 
} 
| and places on the line of or near the proposed con- 
te and misuse of water; power to make 











(Powers for 


~ 

















Ss 


















ers and other constables; amendment of 





to local board of health to construct reservoirs and conduits and other | 
works ; abandonment and sale of existing water-works; power to levy | 
and rents and other rates, and to alter existing rates or rents, | 
e money; power to supply water out of the district, and in | 


rates, and borrowing powers; | 


sof the company ; power to raise money | 


to the South Wales Railway, and to the docks; tolevytolls; purchase land.) | 


Lerps New Gas Company. (increase of capital; creation of debenture 
stock ; extension of district; repeal or alteration, and amendment of Act ; 
additional powers, aud other purposes.) 


Leeps Water-Works. (Repeal or alteration of provisions as to supply of 


water from the river Wharfe ; confirmation of agreements; further pro | 


visions for preventing waste 
rents, &c.; amendment of Acts.) 
Liverroot Corporation Warer-Works. 
works; alteration of rates, rents, and charges, and additions thereto; 
further provisions with respect to borrowing; amendment of Acts.) 
Merrrorouis Gas Acr AmMseNpDMENT. (Amendment of Act. 
with reference to the City of London and the Liberties thereof. 
|| provisions as to quality, testing, and price of gas, &c.) 
|| Notice is hereby 
| Parliament, in the ensuing session, for leave to bring in a bill for the 
| following purposes, cr some of them (that is to say) :— 
| Yo alter, amend, or repeal, some of the powers and provisions of the 
it 
| 


Provisions 
Further 








Metropolis Gas Act, 1860. 

To alter or repeal the provisions of such Act, and more particularly 
of the 28th section thereof, relating to the examination of gas and the 
report thereon, and to make further and other provisions with reference 
to the examination and testing of gas, the meters, or instruments to be 
used; the time, place, and manner of making the examination and 
testing; and the expenses thereof, and of the report thereon; and the 
payment of inspectors, examiners, and other persons, by the companies, 
parties, or local authorities, in such manner as may be prescribed in 
the bill. 

To provide for the more efficient and constant investigation of the 
quality, purity, and illuminating power of gas supplied within the me- 
tropolis, as defined by the said Act, or the City of London, and the 
Liberties thereof, and the state and condition of the gas-works, gaso- 








and misuse of water, and recovering rates, | 


(Additional reservoirs and | 


iven, that application is intended to be made to | 





meters, retorts, pipes, meters, and apparatus for manufacturing, storeing, 
registering, and conveying gas, and for the due inspection of any such 
works, and the payment of expenses, wholly or partly, by the gas com- 
panies, or parties supplying gas, or otherwise, in such manner as may 
be prescribed in the bill. ; 
To alter the provisions of such Act relating to the maximum price 
of gas, and the conditions under which an increase may take place, 
and to alter any rates or charges for gas or meters authorized by such | 
Act, and to substitute or fix any other rates or charges in lieu thereof. | 
To alter the provisions as to the rates of dividend, and the circum-' 
stances under which the same may be made or increased, and to sub-' 
stitute or prescribe other conditions or rates of dividend. | 
To constitute the Commissioners of Sewers of the City of London | 
and Liberties thereof, the local authority for carrying into effect the | 
provisions, or any of them, of such Act and intended bill within the! 
City of London and the Liberties thereof, and to authorize them to 
apply therein the sewers-rate or consolidated-rate for any of the pur-| 
poses authorized by the bill. 
To exelnde the whole or some portion of the City of London, and the 
Liberties thereof, from the operation of all or some of ethe provisions of | 
the said Act and intended bill. : | 
Subject to such total or partial exclusion, the bill, or some of its pro- 
visions, will apply to the metropolis, as defined in such Act, and to all’ 
companies and other parties, subject to the provisions thereof, or the | | 
said bill, or some of its provisions, will apply to the City of London and | 
the Liberties thereof only, and to the companies or parties supplying | 
| 








gas within such City and Liberties, and will vary or extinguish all 
rights and privileges which will interfere with the objects of the bill. 
Printed copies of the bill will, on or before the 23rd day of December 
next, be deposited in the Private Bill Office of the House of Commons. 
Megrroronis SEWERAGE AND Essex Rectamation Company. (Incorpo- 
ration of company ; power to construct conduits from North London main | | 
discharging sewer to coast of Essex, and to embank and reclaim lands ; | | 
arrangements with Metropolitan Board of Works.) 1 
NorrisGuam Warer-Works. (Extension of limits of supply; provisions 
for payment of commuted arrears of dividend ; capitalization and issue of |} 
shares for such payment; power to company to sell certain water rights, 
&c., and power to corporation of Nottingham, &c., to purchase the same ; 














w 
provisions as to general meetings, dividends, directors, waste of water, | 
&c,; amendment of Acts.) | 
Pontypripp Water-works. (Incorporation of company; construction of 
water-works; purchase of lands; powers to borrow money ; levy rates, &c.) 
Reaprne Gas. (Increase of capital; power to borrow money; mainte- 
nance and improvement of works; extension of limits of supply; rates; 
amendment of Act.) 
ReapinG Unton Gas. (Increase of capital; power to borrow money; | 
maintenance and improvement of works; extension of limits of supply; } 
+ \ 
| 


rates; amendment of Acts.) 
NG GASLIGHT AND Rrapinc Unrton Gas Companies. (Amalga- 
ition of companies; alteration, regulation, and increase of capital; 
maintenance and improvement of werks; extension of limits of supply ; 
rates; amendment or repeal of Acts.) 
G Loca Boarp or Huatrn Gas. (Further powers for lighting 
and supplying gas within the borough of Reading and adjoining district ; 
power to construct works and purc! 
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hase existing works; power to levy 


\ 


rates; amendment of existing Acts.) 


Satrorp ImproveMEsT. (Repeal, consolidation, and amendments of Acts ; 
further powers for the good government and regulation of the borough ; 
provisions as to the supply of water by the corporation of Manchester to 
the corporation of Salford; extension of the limits of the corporation of 
Salford for the supply of water; amendment of Manchester Corporation 
Water-Works Acts; provisions as to certain charities; additional rating 
and borrowing powers ; and other purposes.) | 

Stretrorp Gas. (Incorporation of company ; vesting and continuance of 
gas-works; power to increase and regulate capital; powers to borrow | 
money, to receive gas-rents, rates, or duties, &c.) 

THAMES EMBANKMENT. (Embankment and road between Westminster | 
Bridge and Blackfriars Bridge ; new street from Blackfriars Bridge to the} 
Mansion House, and other streets in connexion with such embankment ;| 
and other purposes.) | 

THAMES EMBANKMENT—Soutnu Sipe. (Construction of embankments! 
and sewers on Surrey side of river Thames, between Southwark and | 
Westminster Bridges, and between Westminster Bridge and Lambeth;}| 
application of Thames embankment and metropolitan improvement fund, | 
and metropolitan main drainage and other rates.) 

TRANMERE Locat, Boarp. (Powers to purchase Tranmere Ferry ; to make; 
new roads and sewers, and to agree with the Birkenhead Improvement 
Commissioners for an outlet for such sewers; apportionment of expenses| 
of such new roads and sewers, and of present and future drains and sewers ; | 
removal of Tranmere Toll Gate; vesting of part of New Chester Road in| 
local board; street tramways; widening and improvement of highways; 
establishment of local police force; further powers in relation to the water- 
works established by the local board ; provisions as to Wirral Water- Works 
Company; powers to levy rates, and to borrow money; to vacate office of 
absenting members of local board ; amendment of Acts, &c.) 

WAKEFIELD Watrer-Works. (New works; provisions as to capital; re- 
peal; consolidation ; and amendment of Acts.) 

Water Suppty To Kenr Country Gaot anp Lunatic Asy_um. (Con- 
struction and maintenance of works; levying money by county or asylum- 
rate; amendment of Acts.) 

WHITEHAVEN WATER-Works. (Extension of pipes to Emerdale Lake, 
and derivation of water therefrom ; additional capital ; provisions for pre- 
vention of waste and misuse ; power to levy rates, rents, tolls, and charges, 
and to alter any existing rates, rents, tolls, and charges; repeal and 
amendment of Acts.) 

WINDERMERE District Gas Company. (Incorporation of company ; 
supply of parts of the parish of Windermere with gas.) 

Woo twicu, PLuMsTEAD, AND CHARLTON ConsuMErs GAs Acr AMEND- 
MENT. (To alter and enlarge some of the powers and provisions, and to 
raise additional capital.) 

WrexHam Water-Works. 
struction of works, &c.) 


(Incorporation of company (limited); con- 


_| 
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Zegal intelligence. 


COURT OF QUEEN’S BENCH. 
Wepnespay, Nov. 27. 
(Sittings at Nisi Prius at Westminster.—Before Lord Chief Justice 
CocksuRN and a Special Jury.) 

| STEGGLES v, THE NEW RIVER COMPANY. 

|| This action was brought by a publican who had kept the Duke’s Head 
Ree at the corner of Red Cross Street, in Old Street Road, St. 
| Luke’s, to recover compensation in damages against the New River Company 
roperty in his cellar, by the 








| for damage sustained to the iiquors and other 


|and, secondly, they were not possessed of any control over the water-pipe 
when the injury was done. 
| Mr. Serjeant Hayes and Mr. C. Potiock were counsel for the plaintiff. 
| Mr. Bovitu and Mr. F. M. Wurre conducted the case for the defence. 

an alarm from people in the street; and, on going into the cellar, he found it 
| filled with water to the depth of several feet, and the water had got into the 


| considerable damage to his wines and spirits. The real question to the case 
| was the liability of the company, it being admitted by them that, if they 
| were liable, the plaintiff’s case was fair and reasonable. 





} 
| 
| authorities had no control over the fire-plugs in the street, and never inter- 
| employed by the New River Company. ‘The latter stated that the cellar was 
flooded in consequence of a plug, opposite the plaintiff’s house in Old Street 


preventing the water rushing upwards in the usual manner. He added, in 
reply to the learned judge, that, but for the frost, he could not conceive how 
the water could get into the cellar. 

| _ Scientific evidence was given to show that the plug, which was of wood, and 
| the same as those used throughout London by the different water companies, 
| was defective, and not sufficiently driven down to resist the pressure of the 
water in the main, and that hydrant, and other plugs of improved construc- 
tion, could be used with less risk of their giving way. 

Mr. Bovit, in his address for the defendants, observed that the Legisla- 
ture required the company to have a supply of water always in the 
mains for the purpose of extinguishing fire, for which they received no 
special payment. 

Lord Chief Justice CocksuRN: We have all to pay dearer for our water. 
(Laughter.) 

Mr. Bovi1t said that formerly the parishes paid for the plugs, but of late 
| years they had sufticient influence to throw the whole burden of the expense 
{upon the water companies. It was the interest of the New River Company 
| to allow as little water as possible to escape from the mains, and, after great 
experience, those connected with the London Fire Brigade, including the 
| late Mr. Braidwood, came to the conclusion that the best plan which could 
| be adopted, with a view to obtaining an immediate supply of water, was the 
| old wooden plug. 

Several witnesses, including engineers and others, attributed the starting 
of the plug to the severe frost on the night of the 25th of December, and 
| gave it as their opinion that there was no defect in the plug which interfered 
| With its efficiency. 
| The counsel on each side having addvessed the jury, 
| Lord Chief Justice CocknurN summed up, and the jury, unable to agree 
‘in the box, retired to consider their verdict. 
After an hour’s absence, they returned to court, and communicated to the 
Lord Chief Justice that they were not at that moment (six o'clock) likely to 
agree. 
|| “Lord Chief Justice Cocknvrn advised them to retire again, and they 
accordingly did so. 
| The jury, after having been locked up four hours, returned into court, and 
stated that there was no likelihood of their agreeing to a verdict. They 
| were then, at five minutes to nine o'clock, discharged—thus leaving the par- 
ties in the same position in which they were prior to the avtion. 








BOW STREET POLICE COURT. 
Satunpay Nov. 24. 

1] (Before 177. Connie, Es.) 

SALE OF GAS ACT—SUMMONS AGAINST AN INSPECTOR POR REFUSING TO 
STAMP METERS. 

| Mr. George Mills, one of the inspectors recently appointed by the Metro- 
politan Board of Works, was summoned by Mr. James Pinchbeck, meter 
manufacturer, of Clerkenwell, under the llth section of the Sale of Gas 


complainant’s, which had been sent to him for the purpose. 

| Mr. Stimson appeared for the complainant, and Mr. Gepye for the 
defendant. Mr. Thwaitcs, chairman of the Metropolitan Board, occupied a 
seat on the bench. 

| Mr. Corrim, on the case being called for hearing, asked to be informed 
ishortly, what the point in dispute was? 

| Mr. Grpye said, unless the point could be shown to his worship by the 
| other side, he should answer thet there was no point in it at all. 

| Mr. Stimson asked, whether it would be admitted that the complainants 
meters had been presented for the purpose of being tested and refused ? 

Mr. Gepys said, he could admit nothing. He should require to have the 
case fully and fairly proved from beginning to end. 

Mr. Stimson, in opening the case for the complainant, said the proceed- 
ing was taken under the 11th section of the Act of the 22 and 23 of Vict. cap. 
66, which provided that, ‘‘In case any inspector of meters shall refuse, or 
for three days after being so required, under the provisions of this Act, 
neglect, without lawful excuse to test any meter, or to stamp any meter 
found to be correct on being so tested, he shall, upon conviction, forfeit asum 
not exceeding five pounds for such offence.”” He proposed to preve to his 
worship that Mr. Pinchbeck, the plaintiff, had tendered to the inspector of 
meters some meters to be stamped, which had been refused. He might 
observe that it was a most important question to the complainant, and other 
meter makers. Mr. Pinchbeck, for a jong time past, had had a considerable 
number of meters on his premises, for which meters he had purchasers; but 
was unable to execute his orders, in consequence of the refusal of the 
inspector to test and stamp them. 

Mr. James Pinchbeck was then called and examined. He said I am a 
gas-meter manufacturer, carrying on business in Whiskin Styeet, Clerken- 











fered with them, and that they were entirely in the charge of the turncocks | 


Road, having started, and the state of the ground, owing to the severe frost, | 


|Act, for refusing, after being so required, to test certain meters of the | 


; and would now leave the gentlemen engaged on the other side to show that 
| bursting of a fire-plug in the street. The defendants pleaded not guilty; | 


| On the morning of the 26th of December last, the plaintiff was aroused by | 


barrels of beer and ale, the bungs of which were open, and had also done | 


The vestry-clerk and surveyor of St. Luke’s both proved that the parish 





passed on the 6th of August, and two months were allowed tt 


| that time the board were about to adjourn, according to custom, bu 


well. On Tuesday last, I made application to the defendant to take some 
meters in for me, for the purpose of their being tested. I presented two 
myself, and I wanted to have forty stamped. The inspector refused to 
= them in, and, of course, he could not stamp them without he did take 
them in. 

Mr. Stimson: May I ask you what excuse was offered for not doing so? 

Plaintif?: Why, an order issued from the Metropolitan Board of Works. 

Mr. Srruson said he did not propose to proceed any further with the ex- 
amination. He had proved that the meters had been offered and refused, 


there was such * lawful excuse’’ for such refusal as was contemplated by 
the Act of Parliament. 

Mr. GepYe did not know whether his worship would call upon him to 
answer this case; but he appealed to him as to whether this was not the first 
time that he had ever heard of a penalty being sought to be imposed in a 
court of justice upon such slender and insufficient grounds ? 

Mr. Corrie: Tao not wish to break in upon the case, but I should like to 
know what it is all about ? 

Mr. GepyE: That is what we want to hear. 

Mr. Corrie: I do not want you to answer unless you like, but 
you stamp his meters? Is there any objection ? 

Mr. Gepye: If your worship thinks that really it would be desirable, for 
the sake of the public, and for your information, that I should, on the part 
of those who have the control over these matters, state, without prejudice to 
the present case, I will do so. 

Mr. Corrie: Yes; that is just what I mean. This gentleman wants to 
carry on his business, and he cannot do so because you will not stamp his 
meters. 

Mr. Gepyr: I did not occupy any time in cross-examination, or you, 
would have seen how the difficulty arises. Perhaps your worship, in granting 
the summons, has turned your attention to this section of the Act of 
Parliament. 

Mr. Corrie: No, I really have not. 

Mr. Gepye said he would just, in a brief way, if the magistrate would, 
give him leave, call his attention to the position of the law, which was of 
very recent date in respect to this matter. By the statute of the 22 and 23) 
Vict., cap. 65., a general power, with certain obligations, was conferred upon 
the justices to execute what was deemed a very important work or function 
for the protection of the gas consumers of the metropolis, and of the country | 
at large. It was thought that frequently some meters were in a condition| 
which admitted of a charge being made upon the consumer, which it was not 
proper and just that he shouid be called upon to pay. Gas-meters were sup- 
plied, as his worship was aware, by the gas companies, and the consumer was! 
obliged to pay for the gas said to be consumed according to the register as 
returned by the company quarterly or half yearly ; and it was deemed by the! 
Legislature needful, for the protection of the public generally, that there) 
should be the means of verifying the correctness of the instrument employed | 
for the purpose. The Act 22 and 25 Vict. cap. 66, was accordingly passed, and 
the obligation of carrying it out was cast upon the justices. The machinery of 
the Act seemed to be so complicated, and, in fact, the functions were so novel, 
that the justices who were called upon to discharge them, and who were to 
erect testing-houses and inspect the employment of the nice instruments by 
which it was possible to test the accuracy or inaccuracy of gas-meters, 
shrank from the duty. As the Act was not obligatory upon them, they 
declined to carry it out, and it remained a dead letter until another Statute 
was passed in the last session (24 and 25 Vict. cap. 79.) The latter Act con- 
sisted of only two clauses, and he would show to his worship that under | 
that Act there was not a scintilla of imputation upon anybody connected | 
with the carrying out of this measure, which created one of the most vital| 
and important Reactions which could fall upon anybody to execute. The! 
bill was only presented to Parliament in July, and on the 6th of August it! 
passed into law. The effect of this short statute was to transfer, in so many) 
words, to the Metropolitan Board of Works the very onerous duties which by} 
the previous Act had been cast upon the justices. 

Mr. Corrte: I think, under the first Act, the justices had only the power) 
of appointing inspectors? | 

Mr. GrpYE said, the same powers, privileges, duties, anc functions, which! 
the Metropolitan Board of Works now had, the justices previously had under} 
that Statute. The Act which transferred those powers to the ay as 
m ior oring-| 
It unfortunately happened that, just at! 
t show 
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why don’t 

















ing its provisions into operation. 





| that they took all reasonable care to provide for bringing the Act into force} 
| at the appointed time, he might mention that they received intimation of its; 





passing on the 9th of August, and on the 13th they met and issued notices 
respecting the appointment of inspectors. On the 20th of September, the! 
board met again, and received applications from candidates for the office ; 
and, on the 27th of September, they met and appointed 2 committee, with! 
full instructions to take all such steps 2s might be necessary to expedite the 
bringing of the Act into operation. Of course, the boarc had to provide) 
means for executing the gigantic operations intrusted to them; and, to show| 
that he was not exaggerating the extent of the necessary preparations, be; 
might mention that they had already laid out a sum of between £200 and! 
£500 in erecting a temporary testing-house in King Street, Covent Garden. | 
Mr. Corrie: That is only for this district, I suppcse, and not for the} 
whole metropolis ? 
| 

| 







wv 





Mr. GepYE said it was; and it was the only place they had been able, a 
present, to erect. But not only was it useless for other places, bu 
might state that in this temporary building—which was of iron, lined 
wood,—there were alreacy six or eight instruments in constant ope 
and the testing of meters was proceeding as expeditiously as was possible. | 
He ought also to inform his worship, that the justices were bound, and so! 
equally were the Metropolitan Board bound, to submit their testing instru-| 
ments, which were very delicate and of great value, to the Comptroller of 
the Exchequer, for the purpose of being verified before they could be sed| 
at all for the purpose of testing meters. He mentioned this to show what} 
ramifications there were in carrying out the functions of the board, and that) 
there were many things which, though they appeared trifling in themselves, | 
were necessary to be done before they could proceed to put the Act of Partlia-| 
ment in force. However, having obtained their instruments, they were| 
doing all they could to give practical effect to the intentions of the Legisla-} 
ture. In doing so, seeing that their plans were not as yet fully developed, | 
it occurred to the board to adopt a course which, he was quite sure, his) 
worship would say was not an unreasonable one. They directed one of their} 
officers, a gentleman distinguished for his chemical knowledge and scientific, 
research, to send out letters, making request of every gas-meter maker in 
London to forward information to the board as tothe number of meters! 
which it was probable their respective houses would wish to have tested 
every week i reply to those letters, they got returns from twenty-one) 
makers, and it appeared that the total number required to be tested would be} 
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about 2000 per week. It was necessary for the board to lay down some rule 
upon the subject ; and, on the spur of the moment, it occurred to them that it 





of his meters tested on delivery, taking a fair average of his requirements as 
returned. The inspectors, as officers of the board, in order that there might 
be no mistake, had the rule so laid down posted in their office. The makers 
were allowed to make their applications to the board at once; but, until 
other testing-houses were erected (and it was difficult to get proper sites for 
such purposes, inasmuch as they must be so situated as to be free from 
| vibration by the passing of heavy carriages), it was not possible fully to 
| meet all the requirements made upon them. The present complainant 
‘required to have forty meters tested; but, as the board could not in a 
| moment satisfy every person, they were obliged to lay down some rule upon 
|the subject. If the complainant, or any other gentleman connected with 
| his business, or that of gas manufacture, could suggest any better rule than 
the one they had adopted, and which should be more just and satisfactory 
to the public, the board would be delighted to adopt it, as there could not 
| be a desire on their part to do anything but what should be for the public 
'advantage. He would not say anything as to the present application, 
| because, he was sure, his worship would say that no case had been proved 
against the defendant. It had not been proved indeed that he was an 
|inspector, but for the purpose of this inquiry it might be assumed. The 
| 1lth section of the Act spoke of the inspector refusing to stamp a meter. 
That was a penal refusal, and must be read conjunctively with the words 
which followed—“ Or for three days after being so required, under the pro- 
| visions of this Act, neglect without lawful excuse to test any meter, &c.” 
If this was to be construed into a refusal, he was sure the magistrate would 
| say there should be three days notice. But he did not now ask that, because 
| this was not a case requiring anything of the kind. There was no refusal 
| which was not justifiable on the part of the officer. 
| Mr. Corre: I do not read it so. The word ‘neglect’ has reference to 
| the three days notice. It is if he positively refuses; it does not require any 
, celay, 

Mr. Gepye said the refusal must be a wilful refusal, and not a reasonable 
delay, arising out of the man’s position. So anxious were the board to 
carry out the Act properly, that if his worship, in his enlightened judgment, 
could suggest a better regulation than the one they had adopted, they would 
be glad to carry it out. 
| Mr. Corrre: Do I understand that you are testing as fast as you can ? 

Mr. Grpyr said they were ; and a notice had been sent to the complainant, 
in common with seven other makers, since the summons was taken out, to 
the following effect :— 

Metropolitan Doard of Works, Spring Gardens, S.W. 
2ist November 1861. 

Sir,—The inspectors of gas-meters will be prepared, on Tuesday, to receive ten of 
your meters for testing, under the Sale of Gas Act. Will you be good enough to 
fill up the enclosed form in duplicate, and forward them with the meters? 

(Signed) E. Cresy. 
It was necessary that some such arrangement should be made, to prevent 
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would be proper to regulate it by allowing each maker to have a per centage | 


| able. I do not ask his worship’s decision now, but I say that the board have 


the possibility of the inspectors showing undue preference to one maker | 


above another, and taking and refusing what meters they pleased. 
| complainant would have received this notice, whether the summons had 
been taken out or not. 
| Mr. Corrie: Then he will now get what he wants ? 
| Mr. Grpyr: Exaetly, sir; so far as his proportion goes. 
| Mr. Corrie: If the board, in the exercise of their discretion, do not 
| as they can, what is to be done? 
, of the case; but, if the inspectors are there, and are testing as fast as they 


The | 


| choose to appoint any more inspectors, and these men are working as hard | 
Iam not looking at all the technicalities 


can, and Mr, Gedye says they will now take in your client’s meters, that is | 


, all you can require. 

| Mr, Stimson: Our position is this, that, for a long time past, our ware- 

, house and premises have been full of meters, which we have orders to 
deliver. Itis true, we have only asked to have forty stamped, but we are 
daily wanting more, and we have now a notice from the board, that they 

| will stamp ten. 

| Mr. Corrie: You see, this is not a proceeding against the board, but 

‘against this gentleman, who is doing all he can. You must go to the board, 
and ask them to appoint more inspectors. 

| Mr. Gepye: The board have already appointed three, and the other two 

‘are engaged every day with this gentleman. 

| Mr, Srmson: I submit to you that, under this Statute, the board have 

‘no authority to interfere with the inspector after they have appointed him. 
He is to attend to his duty, and it is for him to say whether, if he is not in- 

| terfered with by the board, he cannot stamp more meters than he is doing at 

, the present time. . 

| Mr. Connrs (to Mr. Mills): Do I understand you are working as hard as 

you can? 

| ? Mr. Mills: Yes; we are stamping as many as we can. 

Mr, Corrie: Then it does appear to me that, if they are fully employed, 
‘and their strength is not sufficient to meet the wants of the public, you 
‘ought to go to the Board of Works, and ask them to appoint more inspectors. 
You cannot fix this gentleman with a penalty, 

Mr. Struson: Our object is not a penalty, but to relieve Mr. Pinchbeck, 

and other gas-meter manufacturers, from the unfortunate position in which 
they are placed. 

| Mr. Corrie: There has been a difficulty all through the country—not 

' merely in London, but everywhere else. They are more forward in London 
than anywhere else. In some places, they have not appointed inspectors 
yet, =e the meter makers are sending up to London to get their meters 
stamped. 

| Plaintiff: They do not require to have their meters tested where inspect- 
ors are not appointed. 

| Mr. Corrre: But in many cases they have appointed one, and that is 
not sufficient. After twelve months, all meters must be tested. 

| Plaintiff: No, sir; after ten years. 

| Mr. Corr: Are you right? I rather think that, after twelve months 
from the passing of the Act, the whole must be tested. It says, ‘‘ No meter 
for the purpose of ascertaining the quantity of gas sold shall be fixed for use 
after the expiration of twelve months after the passing of this Act, unless 
the same shall have its measuring capacity, &c., denominated or marked on 
the outside thereof, in legible letters or figures; and shall be stamped by an 
inspector of meters, under the provisions of this Act.’ 

Plaintiff: That is where the Act is adopted. 

Mr. Corrie: No; whether adopted or not. The ten years refers to the 
old meters ; so that the time has arrived when all meters must be stamped. 
I think, without standing upon strict rights, if this gentleman will go to the 
inspector, he will accommodate him, and let him have as many meters 
stamped as he can—that will be best. 

| Mr. Stimson: But I am instructed that, but for the interference of the 


| position and character are a suflicient security for the discharge of their 
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Board of Works, they could get their meters stamped much faster and better 
than they do, 

Mr. Corr: But the inspector says he has got as much as he can do. 

Mr. Struson: I submit that it is not within the province of the Board of 
Works to issue such a notice as this. 

Mr. Corrie: The board are selected from all the parishes, and are 
naturally anxious, I should think, to accommodate all parties; and, no 
doubt, they will do the best they can. 

Mr. Gepyr: My friend can see that. 

Mr. Stimson: But I want to call attention to this fact—that the board 
have no authority to issue such a notice as this. 

Mr. Gepyr: Can the magistrate sit there, and adjudicate upon that ? 

Mr. Corrie: The case is not at present fit for adjudication. 

Mr. Srrason: We want forty meters stamped, and they tell us they can 
stamp ten. 

Mr. Grpyre: We cannot get on faster till we have the accommodation, 

Mr. Struson: Why do not the board appoint more inspectors ? 

Mr. GepyE: Because they have no room to workin. They are getting 
on as fast as possible. How can you get this matter done all at once, 
when such niceties have to be attended to in reference to the buildings, and 
the instruments have to be stamped at the Exchequer ? 

Mr. Corrie: I understand that they have written to you to say that he 
can have ten meters tested ? 

Plaintiff: Yes, next Tuesday ; but that isno use. And that is upon con- 
dition that I go to the board, and get an order to take them. 

Mr. Grpye: They don’t require it. You are upon your oath; you say, 
why should you be obliged to apply for an order from the Board of Works, 
when you want one of your meters tested ? 

Plaintiff : T did not say so; you are not upon your oath. 

Mr. GepyeE: The fact is, the board issued no interim order at all. They 
have made a regulation, and they wish to give this gentleman neither more 
nor less than is just. If it shall be found that they have erred, and they 
can vary their regulation for the welfare of the public, they will be the first 
to see it the moment it is pointed out to their attention. But this gentle- 
man cannot have the preference which he so perseveringly asks for. 

Plaintiff ; But the Board of Works have no right to give such an order, 

Mr. Svimson: That is the point I want to suggest. 

Mr. Corre: Suppose they have given an order, the inspector may con- 
sider that as intended to guide his discretion. Ifthe inspector says, I have 
taken 10 of A’s,meters to-day, and, as soon as I have done them, I will take 
10 of B’s, that would not be unreasonable, whether the rule to do so comes || 
from the inspector himself, or from the Board of Works. 

Plaintiff : T should be satisfied with that from the inspector, but I do not 
like the principle of having to run down to the Board of Works. 

Mr. Corrie: I do not understand that they regulate the office after the 
inspector is appointed. 

Mr. Strmson: They do. 

Mr. Gepyer: My conviction is, that what they have done is most reason- 








carried out their duty. His worship will not be of opinion, I am sure, that 
this gentleman’s arguments are right, and that the board, who have impor- 
tant functions to perform, should turn their backs upon those functions, and 
consign them to some officer of theirs to discharge. They are more respon- 
sible to the public than any inspector whom they may appoint, and their 


duty. 

Mr. Cornre: I am a long way from the position I should be in before I 
am able to decide. If I am to go into this matter, 1 must have all the|! 
sections of the Act of Parliament examined to see whether I have any power | | 
to adjudicate. But I would rather the plaintiff should be content that the || 
inspector is doing all he can. He will now stamp 10 of your meters, and, in 
your turn, you will have 10 more. After a time, there will not be so much 
work to do, and I suppose the board have not thought it necessary to appoint 
many inspectors. Perhaps they could not find competent men, or have not 
thought it well to appoint fifty or sixty when four or five would do. 

Mr. Stimson: And, in the meantime, my client may have his whole trade 
stopped, and he may be in the Bankruptcy Court. He has orders for meters, 
and cannot deliver them in consequence of the proceedings of the board. 

Mr. Corrie: After all, you can only go to the board as to the quarter 
sessions and ask them to appoint more inspectors. I understand the defen- 
dant to say he is working as hard as he can, and this gentleman’s meters | 
shall come in turn, 

Mr. Srrson : I should be glad if Mr. Gedye would examine the inspector, 
and ask him plainly whether that is so ? 

Mr. GepyE: You have made out no case; it is not a formal inquiry. 
You have not proved anything yet. 

Mr. Stimson: I have made my case out in this way :—My client has 
offered meters, and they have been refused. The Act says there must bea 
lawful excuse for that ; and I ask the inspector to show that he has a lawful 
excuse. 

Mr. Gepye: I shall show it, if you make out your case. 

Plaintiff: I should be glad if your worship would make the inspector 
prove it. I deny the right of the board to make such an order. I should 
be —— if the inspector refused ; but, to be subject to another power—it 
is too bad. 

Mr. Corrie: Do I understand you to say, that the board do not intend 
to insist upon their order about taking in meters ? 

Mr. Stimson: They do now. 

Mr. GepyE: You see, sir, the whole difficulty lies here. They say, we 
must, as the governing body, lay down to our officer, whom we appoint and 
pay, some rule or other, in order to prevent his favouring A as against B, or 
rejecting C and bringing in D. 

Mr. Corrte: Have you got the rule? I have not seen it. 

Mr. GepyeE: I will show youit. [Copy handed up.] 

Mr. Corrie: This is only a recommendation. 

Mr. GepyE: It is a report from a committee appointed to carry out the 
Sale of Gas Act, and is confirmed by the board. 

Mr. Corrte: ‘ Resolved—That the report be approved, and that it be an 
instruction to the inspectors to receive meters for testing and stamping from 
such makers only, and in such order, as shall be from time to time notified 
to them by Mr. Cresy; and that they do request any person complaining or 
remonstrating against their refusal to receive meters, to submit their com- 
plaints, in writing, to the committee.” I think that will hardly do—that 
would be, to give to this Mr. Cresy the power to say, ‘‘ Stamp all A’s meters 
first, and do not stamp this gentleman’s till you have stamped all the 
others.” 

Mr. Gepyr: That was not the intention. The intention is, that he, as 
the officer of the board, should communicate with the inspectors as a general 
instruction. But, supposing that Mr. Cresy had the power, he has never 
ventured to exercise it, however just it might be. 








a 
































Dec. 3, 1861.} 





send round to the different meter makers, to know how many they wanted 
to have stamped, but this does not seem like it. Where is the order upon 
it? Ido not think they can mean certain meters only are to be received, 
because Mr. Cresy might say to the inspectors, ‘‘ Do not receive this gentle- 
man’s at all.” 

Mr. GepyEe: That is not intended, sir. It is simply the wording. 

Mr. Corrie: Then, again: ‘‘ Resolved—That the proposed arrangement 


recommending, as a temporary arrangement for the selection of meters for 
registration, that a statement should be obtained from all persons concerned 


during the next three months, and the rate per week at which they will for- 
ward them; and that, so soon as the total requirements of the metropolis 
shall have been ascertained, an estimate be made of the rate per cent. at 
which the present inspectors can carry on the work; and that priority be 
given to the several meter-makers, in proportion to the amount of their 
requirements.”” That seems perfectly reasonable. 
“A agian That has been acted upon to the spirit and the letter, in every 

respect. 

Mr. Corrte: It is giving all a fair chance. The other rather seemed as if 
Mr. Cresy was to decide the matter. 

Mr. Gepye: That is simply the wording. 

Mr. Corrie: They did not mean that, 1 dare say. (To plaintiff.) So, if 
you get your fair turn, you will be satisfied. 

Mr. Stimson: I am instructed that many of the manufacturers have had 
150 stamped. 


centage upon the whole. We were obliged to adopt some mode as a tem- 
porary arrangement. 

Mr. Corrte : It seems all very reasonable now. You will really get what 
you want, first ten and then ten. 

Mr. Stimson : It will be perfectly useless to do so; these meters are sup- 
plied to gas companies. 

Mr. Corrie: Send them ten, and tell them the difficulties that are in the 
way. 

Plaintiff: My principal reason for taking up the matter is, that I deny 
the right of the board to interfere. 

Mr. Corrte: That is only shifting the point; for, if the inspector put this 
rule forward as his own way of acting, I could not say it was unreasonable. 

Mr. Stimson : Let the proprietor show what his excuse is. 

Mr. Corrie: I understand him to say he is working as fast as he can. I 
do not know that I can ask him any more, as he is under penalty. 

Plaintiff: When I took the meters, there was plenty of room ; and, if the 


but, instead of that, I am shown a printed order from the Board of Works, 
and am told that I must take my meters home. 

Mr. Grepye: I specially reserve my right not to enter upon the serious 
question at this moment; but, if his worship thought that any mode of pro- 


none that I should so cheerfully act upon and execute. The idea that this 
board are not to regulate the officer whom they appoint, by some general 
instruction, is so monstrous a proposition that I wonder it has been enun- 
ciated. 

Mr. Strison: The Board of Works have only the same duty vested in 
them that the justices had, and I say that the 22nd and 28rd Vict. cap. 66, 
does not give them the power to interfere. 

Mr. Corrie: I think nothing can be more reasonable than this resolution 
|of the board, supposing the inspector put it forward as his own. If he said, 
|**T will inquire of the various manufacturers of meters, what is the rate per 
|week, that for the next three months they will require to have meters 
stamped, and, as soon as the total requirements of the whole are ascertained, 
|then I will make our estimate of the per centage, at which I and my coad- 
jutors can carry on the works, and 'give priority to the makers in proportion 
jto their requirements; that is to say, if a man wants 100, and I cannot do 
|\the whole, I will give him 50, and another wants 40, he shall have 10.” 
|It is perfectly reasonable, supposing it to be his own act, instead of the 
act of the board. 

Mr. Srmson : It may be thought that the Board of Works have power 
to interfere; I say they have not, nor is there a lawful excuse under the 
Act of Parliament, because they ought to appoint more inspectors. 

Mr. Corrie: I have no power over them, as I have no power over the 
quarter sessions. We must trust that they will do their duty. They may 
think that after a few weeks there will not be a press of business, and they 
will get these men to work up the whole matter. 





carriage for them to draw. 


and try and persuade him to stamp his meters as quickly as possible. 

Plaintiff: If I take my meters there, and there is sufficient room to hold 
them, he ought to take them in. 

Mr. Corrre: There is an order of the Board of Works, that he shall not 
take them in without orders ? 

Mr, Stimson : It is so; *‘ That the inspectors do receive meters, &c.,’’ and 
here is the letter from the board, saying that they will take in ten. 

Mr. GepyE: They have not the warehouse room to take them in. 

Mr. Corrie: This gentleman must ask his customers to wait, and the 
inspector must get on as fast as possible. 

laintiff: The Board of Works have clogged the operations of the 
inspectors. 

Mr. Corrie: This gentleman gets a fee of 1s., or something else on every 
meter he stamps. 

Defendant : A fee is charged; but, I am renumerated by salary. 

Mr. Corrie: The Act of Parliament says it shall be by fees. I do not 
give any opinion whether I have power to interfere in this matter or not; 
but, I think the plaintiff will get his rights. 

Mr. Stimson: Iam not willing to have the summons withdrawn ; let it be 
postponed. 

_Mr. ue: At present, I think, you can afford to have your summons 
issed. 

Mr. Stimson: I must go further into the case, if the summons is to be 
dismissed, unless some promise is made to my client. 

Mr. Corrie: I do not dismiss it; I have not heard the summons. I only 
wanted to see whether the matter could not be arranged by throwing a little 
oil on the water. 

Mr. Stimson : I am willing that the summons should be adjourned for a 
certain period, if the board will give orders to have my forty meters stamped. 

Plaintiff’: 1f Lam told that these meters will be taken in, I shall be content. 

Mr. Corrtz: They will take them in. 

Defendant : I will take in ten. 





Mr. Corrie: As you explain it, it seems very reasonable that they should | 


be approved ; ”’ and this is the arrangement: ‘‘ Read report by Mr. Cresy, | 


in the manufacture of meters, of the number they will require to be tested | 


Mr. Gepyr: No, not out of the arrangement that there should be a per- | 


inspector had told me he could not stamp them, I should have been content ; | 


ceeding under this Act of Parliament could cast upon me that duty, there is | 


Mr, Gepye. It is no use our getting the horses, unless we have got the | 
| consumers, and altered by the gas companies to make it advantageous to 
Mr. Corrie: I think it is better for this gentleman to go to the inspector | 
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Mr. Coxrte: The reason you do not take them all in is that you have 
not room ? 
Defendant : I might be able to take them in; but I could not test them 
for some time. 
Plaintif’: The defendant will not take in more than ten; that is the 
the order they have sent him. 
Mr. Corrie: You have got meters of other people ? | 
Defendant : Yes; three hundred. 
Mr. Corrte: And this is as many as you can fairly take of this gentleman ? | 
Defendant : Yes, to get them done in the course of a few days. I might} 
possibly take them in. 
Plaintiff’: Uf the board give you orders to take in twenty, can you? 1| 
Deft ndant ; Yes; if they order me to take in forty, I can. 1} 
Mr. Gepye: If the Phenix, or some other company, who have as many ' | 
| 
| 
' 
| 
| 


| 
a | 
| 


hundreds as this gentleman has numerals, wanted it, do you mean to say 
you could receive them all if you were ordered? \ 

Defendant : Certainly not. 

Mr. GrpyE. Then there is an end of the matter. It would be making 
fish of one, and flesh of another. 

Mr. Corrie (to plaintiff) : They can have no feeling against you. 

Plaintiff: But if there is room in the office, and they will not take them 
in, they are injuring me. I deny the authority of the Board of Works to 
interfere. 

Mr. Corrie: You seem not to like the Board of Works. 

Mr. Gepyr: The whole secret lies in that. 

Plaintiff: I callthem a board of noodles to do such a thing. 

Mr. Corrie: There is nothing in the Act about taking the meters in; it 
is testing them. (To defendant.) When could you do the rest ? 

Defendant : They might stand over above a week before I could do the 
remainder. 

Mr. Stimson : I am content that the summons should be adjourned for a 
week, if they can be done in that time. 

Mr. Gepye: I think, Sir, with this lame case before you, and with so 
much reason and justice on the other side, you would not like to interpose 
your authority, and say that the board have not done their best in the 
matter. Any interference would be at the cost of seme other man, who 
would have to trouble you to interpose again to-morrow. I object to any 
adjournment, and hope your worship will adjudicate upon this summons. 

Mr. Corrie: As far as this particular case is concerned, they will take 
these meters in on Tuesday. i should like you to point out the section 
under which this summons is taken out. 

Mr. GrpyEe: The 11th; my friend confines himself to that. | 

Mr. Connie: Under which section have I the power to enforce a penalty > | | 

Mr. Grepyr: Isee none myself. 1} 

Mr. Corrie : It is said that this is a bungling Act of Parliament. There | 
is a penalty given; I have read the Act, but 1 do not see how it is to be 
enforced. | | 

} 
| 





Mr. Struson : It is in the 25th section. ; 
Mr. Corrie: The 25th section says—* In England, and in such boroughs 
and towns as aforesaid in Ireland, all fees and penalties received and recovered 
under this Act, shall be applied in aid of the stock or fund out of which the | | 
expenses of carrying the Act into effect shall be defrayed ; and, in Scotland, | | 
all penalties incurred under the provisions of this Act, shall be recoverable | | 
with expenses, either before the sheriff of the county or the magistrates of | | 
the burgh or town corporate, &c.” I want to know where it says you may | | 
recover penalties before me ? |} 
Mr. Stimson: It goes on to say—“‘It shall be competent for the said | | 
courts respectively to proceed in a summary way, and to grant a warrant for | | 
bringing the parties complained of before them.”’ That, I think, will give | | 
you the power to grant a summons. | 
Mr. Grpye: I did not raise any technical difficulties. | 
Mr. Corrie: I think this is another bungling clause. As far as I can 
see, there is no provision about recovering the penalties which are imposed. | | 
Mr. Gepyr: They are all bungling. | 
Mr. Corrie: I very much doubt whether there is a provision under | | 
which I can enforce a penalty. | 
| 


Mr. Srimson : It goes on to say—‘‘ Upon proof on oath by one or more 
credible witnesses, or on the confession of the offender, or on other legal evi- | 
dence forthwith, to give judgment on such complaint, and to grant warrant 

"9 


for the recovery of such penalties and expenses,” &c. 

Mr. CorrtE: That power has to do with Scotland. I do not know who 
prepared this Act of Parliament, but I think you will find there are no 
means of recovering the penalties in England. | 

Mr. Gepye: I presume the plaintiff will say the Board of Works produced 
the Act. | 

Mr. Corrie: No; this was an Act of Parliament brought in by the gas 


them. Oh, no; this is the ‘Sale of Gas Act”’ brought in by Lord Redes- 
dale. I was looking before you came in, and I could not find anything in 
this Act under which I could make an order. If I can facilitate the business 
of this gentleman, I will. I think he must go and persuade the inspector as 
well as he can to test his meters. 

Plaintiff: I should have no difficulty with the inspector—it is the Board 
of Works. . 
Mr. Cornre: I would not trouble about the Board of Works; I would go 
and ask the inspector to do it. | 
Plaintiff’: lf I thought the board would knock off his fetters, I should be 
satistied. 

Mr. GepyE: They are not going to do anything of the sort. 
Plaintiff’: There is nothing in the Act to give them power to interfere. | 

Mr. Corrre: No; I do not think there is. I think it is thrown upon the 
inspector, and he must do his duty. But Ido not sce that there is any power 
to enforce a penalty before a magistrate. 

Plaintiff : I do not care about the penalty. 

Mr. Corrie: But, if the penalty is given, and there are no means to en- 
force it, you must proceed in the superior courts. Before I grant any other | 
summons, I will study the Act My present impression is, that there is no 
power to recover before me, This clause (25th) was evidently intended to 
apply to the subject, for the marginal reference reads—‘* As to recovery and | 
a of penalties ;”” but the clause itself only shows how they are - 

e applied. 

Plaintif’: Although you may not have the “agg to adjudicate, you will 
perhaps express an opinion as to the legality of the Board of Works 
interfering. 

Mr. Srrmson : If you think, sir, that you have not the power, that will 
leave me to my remedy under the Act of Parliament in the proper quarter. 

Mr. Corrie: Well, just tell me the particular words which you think 
give me the power. 

Mr. Stimson : I think it is implied by the 21st and 22nd sections. 

Mr. Corrie: The 21st is as to a dispute with an inspector being referred 
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| to two inspectors of adjoining districts, and the 22nd gives power to per- 
‘sons aggrieved, to appeal to quarter sessions. 
| Mr. Stimson: ‘All persons who may think themselves aggrieved by any 
‘act or decision of any inspector or inspectors of meters, or by any order, 
| judgment, or determination, of any cory of the peace,” Kc. 
| Mr. Corrie: That is, supposing I had power to decide under any clause, 
| you could go to the quarter sessions. 
| Mr. Stimson: We are aggrieved by the inspector in this case. 
| Mr. Connie: By the 11th section, there is a penalty upon the inspector for 
‘not doing his duty; but, where is the clause which points out how it is to 
| be recovered? 
| Mr. Stmson: If the only difficulty is as to the recovery of the penalty, 
that will not prevent your inflicting it; we can recover afterwards, 

Mr. Corrie: No; if there is no power to recover, you must proceed by 
qui tam action; but, I would say to this gentleman (Mr. Mills), do not sub- 





as fast as possible. 

Mr. Stimson: It is already a question with us whether we shall not 
bring an action for the damage we have sustained. 
stamped as fast as possible. Take care and consult the inspector, and I 
dare say he will get them done. 

Plaintiff: I will take them on Monday. 

Mr. Conrim: Yes; I can only say, this is such a bungling clause that I 
do not see how I have power to interfere. 

Mr. Gepyr: Then no order is made upon the summons? 

Mr. Corrie: No. 

The parties then retired. 


| Turspay, NovEMBER 26, 

An application was this day made to Mr. Corrie by Mr. C. BurLer Rigny 
(instructed by Mr. Stimson), on behalf of Mr. Pinchbeck, for another 
summons against Mr. Mills for refusing to stamp certain meters manufac- 
tured by the applicant. 
|| Mr. Rrapy said he was, unfortunately, unable to attend at the hearing 
of the summons on Saturday, and did not know exactly what took place. 





Mr. Corrt:: I think it is a pity to talk about actions, but get the meters | 
| yesterday morning. They have not had the three days given them by Statute. 





ject yourself to an action, but facilitate the stamping of the plaintift’s meters | 


| 
| 


| will be kind enough to inflict a penalty. 


| Mr. Corrie : Nothing was done at all; only the inspector was here, and | 


| the chairman of the Board of Works was here, and I recommended that they 


| should set to work, and stamp the meters as fast as they could; and I | 
| of the meters for the purpose of testing them. 


| thought you would have got your meters by this time. 
|| Mr. Rigny: That is not the case. 
|| to whether your worship had jurisdiction in the matter ? 

|| Mr. Corrre: I was looking afterwards, but I did not go at all into the 
|| question at the time. 

| Mr. Ricpy: I do not think your worship will have any doubt of it. 
|| fact is, we cannot get our meters stamped. 

Applicant : They have got ten meters. 

Mr. Corrre: Do they say when you will have them ? 





| again, 
| sight appears. 
and the Act of Parliament expressly provides what they should do. Mr. 

|, Pinchbeck has his place full of meters. Itis a most serious thing. It 
might be the cause of a man’s bankruptcy, and all sorts of things. 

| worship will see, on reference to the Act of Parliament, that it is very 


I understood there was a question as | 


Mr. Ricey : How many meters have you got on your premises ? 

a : I should think, a hundred and fifty. 

r. Riesy: Could you have sent those meters home—carried out the 
contracts under which they were made, if the inspector had marked the 
meters in the way prescribed by the Act of Parliament ? 

Applicant : Undoubtedly. 

Mr. Corrie: You must show that they refused all within three days after 
they were required, and neglected to stamp them. I think you ought to go 
and ask them why they will not do the others. They have got ten? 

Applicant: They took them in, and gave me a receipt for them; but they 
did not tell me, and I did not ask them, when they would be done. 

Mr. Riesy: I hope you will not refuse it on that ground. The other 
summons, as I enletitend, was not actually dismissed by your worship ; 
therefore, I hope, this will not prevent your making such an order as will 
bring the parties again before you. 

Mr. Corrie: But they must be guilty of an offence under this section. 
They have not refused. He has not asked them why they do not test 
the meters. 

Mr. Ricsny: He has been to them for the very purpose. 

Mr. Corrie: The three days have not expired. You delivered them 


Mr. Ricsy: The former summons, asI say, was not dismissed, and, I 
hope, your worship will not refuse us our summons on that ground. AsI 
understand, the summons is still before you. 

Mr. Corrie: I understood the man to say they have really got so much 
work they cannot get through it. That is a sufficient excuse as far as they 
are concerned. 





Mr. Riepy: I hope not. If it comes to that, this gentleman is to be pre- 
vented carrying on his business, because the Board of Works do not pro-| 
perly discharge their duties. That is what it amounts to. 

Mr. Corrie: But you must touch them up. 

Mr. Riesy : That is what I want to do. I want to touch them, up if you 

Mr. Corrre: What I think you should have done was, to have gone with 
the meters and said, ‘* Now, have you decided to stamp these meters? If 
not, what is your excuse ?”’ | 

Mr. Riesy said that had been done, and in reply a letter had been sent 
to Mr. Pinchbeck stating that the inspectors had received orders from the 
Board of Works not to take in all at once, and that they would receive ten 
But that was not sufficient. 


Mr. Corrie: Certainly I think the Board of Works are altogether 


| wrong in interfering. I said so on Saturday. They are wrongin supposing 


The | 
| pointed that they are not equal to the work. 


|| Applicant: They have not made any promise when I should get them | 
Mr. Riesy: This is a much more serious matter to my client than at first | 


He is carrying on a considerable business as a manufacturer, | 


Your | 


clearly defined what the duties of the inspectors of meters are. They are | 


| bound by Act of Parliament to stamp the meters sent to them. 

;| Mr. Corrre: It seems that this good man—this inspector—is working 
hard, as hard as he can; but, the board have not appointed a sufficient 
number of inspectors to do the work. They have only appointed three to 

|, this large county, 

|| Applicant: I should respectfully submit that the infliction of a penalty 
might spur them on, and have a beneficial eftect. 

|| Mr. Corrie: The inspectors are doing all they possibly can. If you are 
not satisfied, the only thing will be just for me to see my powers under the 
Act of Parliament, and I will grant any summons that is authorized ; but, I 

|, cannot make it returnable till Saturday. 
Mr. Riesy: If we can get this done, it is all we require. I may assure 

:| you at once that this application is not from any factious feeling. 

Mr. Corrie: Your client seemed very angry with this gentleman, and I 

, thought he might gain his point by a little softer words. 

' Mr. Ricny: That is very kind of your worship; but that is really not 
i the case, as 1 am instructed. He has done everything that he really could 
do. 
| The first is the 22 and 23 Vict., cap. 65. 

i Mr. Corrie: That is the principal one ? 

' Mr. Rieny: Yes, sir; and there is one passed on the 28th of August, 

|! 1860, 23 and 24 Vict., cap. 146. The third Act transfers the appointment 
of the inspectors to the Board of Works. 

| Mr. Corrtm: What has the second Act to do with it—the one 23 and 24 
| Vict., cap. 146 ? 
| Mr. Riesy: Well, that is important, sir, in this respect, that the second 
clause (it isa very short Act) provides that ‘*This Act, and the recited Act 
shall be construed together as one Act; and all penalties and forfeitures 
incurred under the provisions of either Act shall be sued for and recoverable 


| suggestion you may make, or any opinion you may express upon the sub-| 
| ject; but the remedy for which Iam applying is the remedy prescribed by 
| the Act of Parliament. 


This application is made under three Acts, which I shali refer you to. | 


| He gave me as a reason, that he had an order from the Board of Works. 


,in all counties, ridings, or divisions, in England and Ireland, before two | 


,or more justices of the peace, at petty sessions, or before the mayor, or 
other chief magistrate of any city, borough, town, or place.’ 
Mr. Corrie: That was not before me the other day. 
| Mr. Rigsy: No, sir, I believe not; so that itis important in that respect. 
| Mr. Corrte: This is such a bungling clause in the first Act of Parlia- 
ment, (22 and 23 Vict., cap. 66). It is intended to recover penalties, and 
_ there is really no power at all given for that purpose. The power seems to 
, be supplied in the Act from which you have just read. 


insist upon having those ten done. 


Mr. Rieny: And there is another Act of Parliament, I believe, which 


was passed for the express purpose. 

Mr. Corrie: There is a curious point in that last Act of Parliament, the 
ioue of 1861, which transfers all the powers of the justices of the peace in 
| petty sessions to the Board of Works. Does it mean an appeal from my 

decision to the Board of Works? 

Mr. Riesy : No, sir; I think not. I think you will find that the powers 
conferred on the justices of the peace remain the same, with the exception 
| of the appointing of the inspectors. 

‘| Mr. Corrie: I suppose it must mean that. 
« were here on Saturday > 





Have you been to them since 


| Applicant; Yes; I sent fourteen meters yesterday. They took in ten, 
|| and refused to receive four. 
| Mr. Corrte: Did you ask when the ten would be done? 
| Applicant: I did not. 
| 


they are to regulate these persons. They must appoint their inspectors, and 
the latter must do their duty. It may turn out that they have so few ap- 
If so, the course must be to 
go to the Board of Works, and inquire whether other men are to be ap- 
pointed. The business of the country must not stand still. 

Mr. Ricsy: But, I think, sir, under the Act of Parliament, certain duties 
are provided for these inspectors. My client has taken his meters, as pre- 
scrived by the Act of Parliament, to have them marked and tested. The 
inspector has not done so, and, as we say, he has not given us a lawful} 
excuse for not doing so. ‘These are the facts. We are anxious to get some_ 
decision upon the subject. By doing so, the evil may probably be remedied ; 
at present it is really intolerable. The idea of a man being entirely stopped | 
in his business! That is the case with my client, Mr. Pinchbeck, a) 
respectable tradesman carrying on a good business. Why, the results might} 
be absolutely ruinous to him, simply because this public body do not exer-| 
cise their functions properly. 

Mr. Corrie: Suppose they have only one inspector; I cannot fine that} 
poor man. 

Mr. Rigsy: The man himself would not suffer. 

Mr. Corrie: I do not know that. I cannot take notice of that—whether | 
he might suffer or not. I am quite sure you will only get your summons 
dismissed if this man comes and satisfies me that he is working as hard as/ 
he can, and cannot do more work. Your remedy is to go to the Board of; 
Works and point out the wrong, and show them that there are not sufficient 
inspectors appointed. | 

Mr. Ricry : I am sure I need not say I have the highest respect for any, 





Mr. Corrie: That is for the inspector’s misconduct. 
Mr. Ricsy: This is misconduct under the Act of Parliament. 
Mr. CorriE: No, it is not misconduct, if a man is working as hard as he; 
can. He is not bound to sit up all day and all night. | 
Mr. Ricsy: If he is bound by Act of Parliament to stamp the meters, ! 
and he does not do it, surely that is neglect under the Act. | 
Mr. Corrie: If he shows to me that he has worked as hard as he possibly | 
can, and that he has stamped as many as he can, but has not yet got to, 
your client’s meters—others came in before, and he has stamped them first | 
—I consider that a lawful excuse, and I should not make an order. 
Applicant : He refuses to take my meters. If he took them in, I would | 
willingly wait till the proper time. He took in ten, and refused the others. | 


Mr. Ricsy: Have they room for them? 

Applicant : I know the premises ; they have facilities for stamping hun- 
dreds of meters. 

Mr. Ricry: Very well, sir; I shall really press you for the summons. 

Mr. Corrie: Suppose it is in this way—that he says, ‘I have got so 
many meters, and amongst the rest I have got ten of yours; and it is no 
use taking the others in till I have tested those ten.” I think you should 


Applicant : The excuse is not his own, but that of the Board of Works. 

Mr. Corrie: But that is not what you must complain of. 

Mr. Riesy: Mr. Pinchbeck says that the inspector tells him he has re- | 
ceived orders from the Board of Works not to take in any more. mm 

Mr. Corrie: I think you will find out that he cannot get through his 
work. 

Mr. Rresy: It appears not to be so. Mr. Pinchbeck says there is plenty! 
of room on the premises for meters, but they will not receive them. Why? 
Because there is an order from the Bourd of Works. We say that the board! 
has no right to interfere. | 

Mr. Corrie: Well, I do not think they have; but, still, I cannot blame 
him for adopting some rule in his business, I should not take notice of| 
their order. I cannot see that he has refused to stamp these four meters. | 

Applicant : Why should he pick ten out from the fourteen ? P 

Mr. Corrie: They told us, the other day, that they wrote to ascertain | 
the requirements of the different persons who had meters to test. One} 



































Dec. 3, 1861.) 


wanted 200; another, a different number; you wanted 150, and so on; and 
they took a proportion from each. That was what they said. 

Mr. Rieny : There is no evidence of that. 

Mr. Corrie: Yes; they produced some statement. 

Mr. Ricpy: On oath? 

Mr. Corrie: Perhaps not. It was produced as a resolution of the Board 
of Works. Ido not know who produced it; their secretary, probably— 
some young man they sent here. He brought the copy of a circular 
sent to all the meter makers. 

Mr. Rrcny: Then, we say—I am sorry to be so importunate, but, really, 
we come back to the same point—we say, that is not a lawful excuse for the 
inspector. 

Mr. Corniz: Supposing the Board of Works are wrong. I will assume 
that they are wrong, that they ought to appoint twenty inspectors to do the 
work of the county, or we will say twenty-one, and they have only 





work of the county. That is how it stands; it is all wrong on their part. 
Then the inspectcr bcing in that position, says, ‘‘ I cannot do the whole of 
these meters; I will take one-seventh from each of these persons, 
when I have done these, I will take one-seventh more.” 

Mr. Ricry: I am not aware there is any such arrangement. 

Mr. Corrie : It was clearly explained to him. 

Mr. Ricry: There is no real evidence of that. 

Mr. Corrre (to the applicant): Did you not understand that > 

Applicant : Yes, undoubtedly ; that is what I complain of. I object to it. 

Mr. Rigny: Do they say that they have bad an order from the Board of 
Works to take them in only in certain limited numbers ? 

Applicant : They have a printed order from the Board of Works that he 
omg and showed. They produced that as a reason for not taking 
them in. 

Mr. Corrie: What they fall back upon is this circular that they sent to 
all the gas-meter ‘makers, asking their requirements, and saying that a cer- 
tain portion of them shall be attended to. 

Mr. Ricpy: If they bave plenty of room for these meters, and they do 
not receive them simply because they have got an order from the Board of 
Works limiting the number they are to stamp at any time, then I should 
submit that is an offence under the Act of Parliament. 

Mr. Corriz: There is no order saying, ‘* You shall stamp under a certain 
number;’’ but, ‘* If you can stamp a hundred, you shall take ten from one, 
and ten from another, and so on.” 


of room, and they could stamp more only for this arbitrary order, 
Mr. Corrie: As soon as he has done one lot, take ten more. 


the order to receive them, and that may be a month. 

Mr. Ricny: He cannot take any contract to supply gas-meters. His 
business is stopped; there is no question about that. 

Mr. Corri=: I do not want you to break down upon any technicality. 


ten to be received. 
Mr. Corrie: Why do not the makers of gas-meters go to the Board of 
Works at once, and ask them to appoint more inspectors ? 


stamped. It takes away the responsibility from the inspectors, and the 
inspectors feel that; and the consequence is, they do not put their shoulders 
to the wheel and get rid of the meters. 

Mr. Corrie: But they have a fee for every meter they stamp—about 
a shilling ? 

Applicant : They have a salary. 

Mr. Burnaby (the chief clerk): You pay for every meter? 

Applicant : Yes; altogether 3s. 6d. on every meter, for testing and stamping. 

Mr. Corrie: I think you will break down, unless you confine yourself to 
these ten. 

Applicant: I have no hesitation in saying that in the City, where there is 
only one inspector, they stamp five times as many meters as they do here 
with these three inspectors. It is the responsibility being taken off them 
that causes that. 


find there was a case on the 13th of September, reported in the JouRNAL oF 
Gas LiGuTING, in which there was some difficulty about the stamping. 

Mr. Corrie: What was the result of that ? 

Mr. Riesny: They were stamped at once. 

Mr. Corrie: I should think, this gentleman might now get his stamped 
at once. 

Mr. Rrepy : No; there is no chance of getting them stamped ; that is our 
misfortune. Mr. Pinchbeck would not waste your time and his own time in 
a matter of this sort, unless he had strong ground for doing so. He cannot 
carry on his business. 

Mr. Corrie: You understand clearly what my view of this Act of Parlia- 
ment is. You satisfy me that this inspector has neglected to do what he 
could really do, that is, to stamp these meters within three days from the 
time you took them. But it does not appear that, up to the present time, 
the three days have elapsed. 

Mr. Ricsy: Of course, if your opinion of the matter is decided, it would 
be no use to have a summons; but, if we can show you that there is plenty 
of room to receive these meters, and that they have every facility for stamp- 











ing them— : his 
Mr. Corrie : It is not receiving, but stamping. 
| Mr. Rigny. Well, for stamping ; if it was not for this order of the Board 


‘!of Works, then, I shall want to know whether your worship will inflict a 


penalty ? 

Mr. Corrie: This plan of receiving the meters may be something which 
!the man has adopted for his own guidance; but I cannot admit that the 
| Board of Works have anything to do with the matter on this point. IfI 
| were conducting the case, I should go and have a positive answer why he 


| did not stamp these ten, and ascertain when they were to be stamped. 
| Mr. Ricry: I think we had better do that, and then, if necessary, come 
; to your worship. 

Mr. Corzie: Then, if you come to me, and they do not give a reasonable 
| excuse, you can have a summons. : 
| Applicant : Yesterday, when I delivered my ten, I had fourteen with me ; 
| and some other party sent in thirty—some gas company. 
Mr. Corrie: It is very possible that that company had 300 on hand. 
| You had only 150. 
| Applicant: Is it not the custom of every trade that the first comer shall 
| be first attended to ? 
| Mr. Ricy: You see, sir, there is a clear refusal of the four. ; 
Mr. Corrte: No; it only amounts to this—‘‘ We have got as many in 


once.”’ 
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Mr. Ricsy : Is that what they said ? 

Applicant : No; herefused to take in four of the fourteen. Since the case 
on Saturday, an order has been issued verbally by the chairman, after he 
left here, that no more than ten of my meters were to be received. I went 
away from here up the office. Mr. Thwaites was there, and his secretary. 
I asked the inspector whether he would take my meters, and he said, yes, 
he would take forty. And, now, when I went yesterday, he said, Mr. 
Thwaites had given orders that he was to receive only ten. 

Mr. Corrie: I would get my ten as soon as I possibly could. There isa 
saying about holding a candle to the devil. I would get those ten, and then 
get ten more pushed in. 

Mr. Ricpy: If he holds a candle to the devil, the devil will not render 
him any assistance. (Laughter.) 

Applicant : If Mr. Thwaites is to step in between me and my business, 
there is an end of the whole matter. 





appointed three, and that, therefore, they can only do one-seventh of the | 


Then, | 


Mr. Ricpy: I understand from what Mr. Pinchbeck says there is plenty | 


Applicant : But I cannot take ten more till the Board of Works give him | 


Mr. Ricsy: I am told that he was three weeks getting the order for these | 


Applicant : I believe the interference of the board prevents meters being | 


Mr. Rigsy: These meter-makers seem to be an ill-used body of men. I | 


| hand as we can manage at present, and we wil] not take them all in at | 


Mr. Corrie: If you satisfy me that the inspector has not—— 

Applicant: I can satiefy you that it is impossible for the inspector to 
stamp them unless he receives them. 

Mr. Corrie : The refusal to stamp them will be shown if, for instance, 
! you show me that there were no meters at all in the place. 

Applicant ; My counsel has shown that he has no reason to refuse to 
receive them. It is impossible for me to prove what their powers of working 
are. They are receiving other people’s meters. What prevents them from 
receiving mine? Am I to wait for another three weeks before I can have 
ten of them stamped ? 
| _ Mr. Corrie: No, no; if you go and ascertain from them that they can 
| do more work, and that they are doing more work, that alone onl be 
| sufficient. Prove that they can take other people’s and not yours, and that 
they have taken other people’s since they refused yours. 

Applicant: I am ready to take my oath that they have taken others since 
they refused mine. 

Mr. Corrie: And stamped them ? 

Applicant : I could not say they have stamped them. 

— CorrizE: I should consider that an offence, if they have stamped 
them. 

Applicant: It is utterly impossible for me to prove that. 

Mr. Corrie: You might have ull the inspectors here and let one be evi- 
| dence against another. 

Applicant : If I cannot get all my meters into their premises, they cannot 
stamp them. 

Mr. Ricsy: I cannot help feeling this: that, prime facie, there is an 
| offence under the Act of Parliament, and that the inspector should be called 

upon to answer the complaint made against him. Clearly, prim facie there 
is a neglect; there is a breach of his duty under the Act of Parliament, 
beyond all doubt, because Mr. Pinchbeck shows that he has taken these 
meters to the proper place, and that they have refused to stamp them—or, 
| at any rate, they have neglected to stamp them. 
Mr. Corrie: At present, the three days are not up. 
Mr. Ricgy: Then, there is the other summons. 
| Mr. Burnasy (the chief clerk): That isdismissed. It is marked ‘ Dis- 
missed’ in the book. The summons was dropped for want of jurisdiction. 
| Mr. Corrie: No; I did not say that—‘ for want of jurisdiction.” 

Mr. Struson : The refusal now does not apply to the three days, It is 
a refusal to take them in. 

Mr. Ricny: The three daysdo not apply to that. Youare in a position 
to grant a summons for that ; which I will ask you for. 

Mr. Corrie: You may take your summons; but I think the better plan 
| would be to await those three days, and see the result. 
| Mr. Rreny: If you grant the summons, sir, we shall not take any further 
proceedings, if they will take in our meters. 

Mr. Corriz: If he refuses to test, then, with regard to the four, you can 
take your summons, if you like; but be prepared, on Saturday, to show the 
quantity of work there is, and to go into the whole matter. 

Mr. Ricsy : I will do everything I can to satisfy your worship. 





Saturpay, NoveMBER 30. 
The summons came on for hearing this day, Mr. Stercu and Mr, Butter 
| Riewy, instructed by Mr. Stimson, appearing for the plaintiff, and Mr. 
GzpvE for the defendant. 
Mr. SLEIGH said he had the honour to appear in —— of a summons 
against Mr. George Mills, which charged him, “for that he being an in- 
' spector of gas-meters did unlawfully refuse, without lawful excuse, to test 
four meters of, and belonging to, Mr. James Pinchbeck, the complainant.’ 
He was aware, from a report which had been handed to him, of the very 
elaborate and able manner in which this matter was introduced to his 
worship on a former occasion by Mr. Rigby, and, therefore, it was quite un- 
| necessary that he should trouble his worship with many prefatory remarks. 
But he was anxious to urge upon him, on the one hand, that the interests of 
the gentlemen whom he represented, and who might be said to represent a 
body of persons engaged in this description of trade, were fearfully pre- 
| judiced by what was considered a grievous wrong at the hands of the 
inspector ; and, on the other hand, he was anxious to assure higworship that 
nothing on earth would induce them to take these puoseodingsibed adesire, 
by the aid of the law—for they believed the law was framed so as to aid 
them—to procure such facilities in carrying on their business as should 
enable them to mect the requirements of their customers. If the refusals 
| which, from time to time, the manufacturers of gas-meters experienced at 
the hands of the meter inspectors were to be continued with impunity, all 
he could say was that it appeared to him, from the instructions laid befare 
| him, these gentlemen must be considerably hampered and crippled in their 
business, and might possibly be ruined in consequence thereof. His 
worship was aware that for this large county, the Board of Works had 
| appointed three inspectors. Whether they were sufficient in number for 
the carrying out of the purposes of the Act, was a matter which it would be 
an insult to the judgment of the magistrate to discuss. It was perfectly 
clear to his (Mr. Sleigh’s) mind that they were not, and that it was the 
duty of the board to appoint a greater number. At the same time, there were 
imposed upon these meter inspectors certain duties, which they were bound 
to fulfil, by virtue of the various Acts of Parliament in reference to this 
matter, and it was no answer for them to make to a gentleman 
engaged in this description of trade, to say ‘‘We are overworked; 
we have not time to attend to your meters.” Even if that answer 
were set up, it appeared to him that that would not be a suffi- 
cient excuse, because by that means the gentlemen whom he repre- 
sented might be bandied from the inspectors to the board, and from the 
board back again to the inspectors ; and, like persons between two stools, they 
must eventually come to the ground. The Statute under which these pro- 
ceedings were taken, enacted very any | and distinctly in the 11th clause 





' that, ‘*in case any inspector of meters shall stamp any meter without duly 
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testing and finding the same to be correct, or shall refuse, or for three days 
after being so required under the provisions of this Act neglect, without 
| awful excuse, to test any meter, or to stamp any meter found to be correct 
icon being so tested, or shall be guilty of a breach of any duty imposed upon 
‘him by this Act, or shall otherwise misconduct himself in the execution of 
' his office, every such offender shall, upon conviction, forfeit a sum not ex- 
‘ceeding five pounds for every such offence.” Now there were clearly two 
offences indicated here. In the first place, it was an offence ‘* without lawful 
excuse,’’ to refuse to test a meter, a request being made to him todoso; and, 
‘secondly, to neglect without such lawful excuse to do so within three 
days thereafter. The first was the one to which he should have to call 
attention, the summons being framed upon that portion of the statute. 
| That offence was completed if the meter were handed to the inspector and 
he refused to take it, because the test could not be applied without he took 
manual possession of the meter. ‘The facts of the present case were in a 
nutshell. On Monday last, the complainant took fourteen meters to Mr. 
Mills, the defendant, and requested him to test them. Ten of those meters 
were received by him, and four were refused, the inspector stating that he 
had an order from the Board of Works not to take in any more. Assuming 
that to be so, he (Mr. Sleigh) was at a loss to understand that that was a 
lawful excuse for not obeying an Act of Parliament which was gvasi penal, 
‘and certainly had penal consequences. What on earth had his clients to do 
with the Board of Works? They were gas-meter makers, having a con- 
tinuous and continuing public demand for these meters, which they manu- 
factured as quickly as they could, but which by law they could not sell 
until they were tested. Were they to be told that their business was to be 
impeded, and the contracts they had entered into thrown back upon their 
, hands, by reason of the Board of Works deeming it right to issue orders of this 
description > The inspector stated, moreover, to the complainant that he 
, had not room to receive and test these meters. But he would show that the 
| defendant was entirely foreclosed from making such an answer as that, 
| because, as would be proved, he actually received afterwards, and on the 
,same day, thirty meters from some one else. If this order of the board, 
|| therefore, were to be held as a valid excuse, the inspector might take or 
| refuse meters as he liked; and it would be in his power utterly to ruina 
|;maker. He (Mr. Sleigh) felt that it would be an insult to the judgment of 
| | the magistrate if he were to enlarge upon the disastrous results which might 
|, ensue from sucha practice; and that it would be equally an insult to enlarge 
|| at greater length upon the question of whether the inspector had been guilty 
|| of a breach of the law. That there was a ‘‘lawful excuse” for the refusal, 
H he utterly denied; and the fact that the inspector received other meters on 
|| the same day, demolished any attempt to show that he had not room to take 
|| in the complainant’s. He would now place the facts in evidence before his 
|| worship, assuring him, moreover, that there was no desire on the part of 
|| those who instructed him to do more than obtain from the magistrate a 
| declaration of his view of the law by the infliction of a nominal — 
|| His clients had something else to do than to waste their own time and occupy 
|, the attention of the court unnecessarily. They took the present step with 
|| extreme reluctance, and asked only to have that protection in carrying on 
| their business which the law awarded them. 
| | Mr. James Pinchbeck, examined by Mr. Ricsy. 
| Iam a gas-meter manufacturer, carrying on business at Clerkenwell. On 
| Monday, the 25th instant, I took fourteen meters to the testing-house in King 
|; Street, Long Acre, to be tested and stamped. I saw Mr. Mills, the defend- 
‘ant, and tendered them to him. He said he had an order from the Metro- 
— Board of Works to receive only ten, and he would not accept more. 
My man had to take the four back again. The order of the board was the 
only excuse he made for not receiving them. Ihave been inside those pre- 
mises, There was plenty of room to receive my meters. I should think 
there was room to receive four hundred meters. irectly afterwards, before 
I left the place, I saw thirty meters, belonging to a gas company, I believe, 
delivered there. 
| Cross-examined by Mr. Gepyz: I applied to Mr. Mills on both occasions, 
because I understood he was appointed by the board to that station. Lasked 
'for him when I went there. ‘That I was not satisfied with his answer, this 
summons is a proof. I did not ask for either of the other inspectors. I had 
no reason for not doing so. I offered ten of my meters to the defendant, and 
told him I had four others. He said he could not take more than the ten; 
and the consequence was, I was obliged to send the others away. That was 
all that passed on the occasion. : ‘ 
| Re-examined by Mr. Stercu: I did not think it worth while to ask for 
any one else, as I understood that Mr. Mills was the inspector for that 
\locality. He gave me a receipt for the ten meters. I took them there for 
j the purpose of being tested and stamped; that is what the inspectors are 
appointed for. 
Mr. Siricm said, he did not think it necessary to show that Mr. Mills was 
an inspector under the Act. 
| Mr. Cornie read the fourth section of the Act, and said he thought the 
plaintiff should show that Mr. Mills was appoirted to the district in which 
| Clerkenwell was situated. ? 
| Mr. Siren said, he should have scarcely thought it necessary, in a 
! 





| 


matter for the decision of his worship, that they should stand upon such a 
technicality as that. 

Mr. Connie said, it might not be necessary, but it would be as well to 
prove it. 

Mr. John Pollard, examined by Mr. SLEIGH. 

I am clerk to the Metropolitan Board of Works. Mr. George Mills is an 
inspector of gas-meters, appointed by the board. He is the inspector for the 
western district, in which King Street, Long Acre, is situated. [The witness 

| produced the minute of the board defining the limits of that district.] Iam 
;not aware where the plaintiff's meters come from. If they came from 
| Clerkenwell, that is not within this district. Clerkenwell is in the central 
district, of which Mr. Ward, who was appointed yesterday, is the inspector. 

Mr. Siercn said there was no provision in the Act that meters should be 

taken to a particular district. 
| Mr. Grpyer (cross-examining witness): Being the clerk of the Metro- 
| politan Board, are you aware that the board, after the Act was passed in 
August last, transferring the former powers of the justices to them, used all 
; due diligence in a vigilant prosecution of the rights conferred upon them 
gard to the appointment of inspectors ? 
| Mr. Sirici: I object to that question. 
Mr. Grpye: You are aware of the time when the Act was passed, trans- 
'ferring these duties to the Board of Works ? 
| Witness: Yes; in August. 
| Mr.Grpyr: Will you be so good as to tell the magistrate, if you have the 
means, what were the steps taken after the Act passed, to carry it out? 
| Mr. Sirian: I object to that. 
| 





Mr. Gepyr: I do not know whether Mr. Sleigh will argue his objection, 
or whether you will object to a question which is founded upon this gentle- 
; man’s knowledge of the proceedings of the board. He is here representing 











the Metropolitan Board of Works, and is producing that vital information— 
viz., the resolution to appoint the inspectors, and defining their districts ; 

but, when he is asked something further about the board and their Acts, this 
— is raised. I submit that there is not the slightest foundation 
or it. 

Mr. SterGH: The question is not pertinent to this issue. 

Mr. Corniz: I do not know, Mr. Gedye, that I have anything to do with 
what took place prior to the appointment of this gentleman. If they did 
not take sufficient care, I do not know that that would make a difference. 
If they have not done their duty in appointing a sufficient number of in- 
—— I shall not fine this man for their default. I do not know whether 
they have done their duty. If not, they must be set in motion, in some way 
or other, either by petition to them or by mandamus. 

Mr. GEDYE argued that the inspector was protected by the orders of the 
board, and that his worship, in forming a judgment as to whether, in this 
case, there was a ‘‘ lawful excuse” for the refusal, must have regard to the 
position in which the inspector was placed. 

Mr. Corrie: Your question was as to the grounds upon which the board 
proceeded in making the appointment. 

Mr. Gepye: Then, I will skip over that, and come to this question, which 
will be much better. (To witness :) Are you aware that, in appointing in- 
spectors, the board considered and laid down a rule as to the way in which 
meters should be received > 

Mr. Sieien: I object to that. Ido not mean to argue it, but what have 
we to do with what the board considered, or what influenced them > 


Mr. GepyE: I am quite sure, sir, you will consider that it is a most reason- | | 


able question. 


Mr. Corrie: Ido not; and I stated last Saturday, that I thought—and | | 


I still think—that we have not to go into the conduct of the Metropolitan 
Board of Works, to see what they have done. I can only look into the con- 
duct of the inspector. You may put it in another way—that he, taking the 
resolution of the board as his rule of conduct, has not acted contrary to the 
law. But I cannot hear anything about the Board of Works. 

Mr. Gepys said, if his worship should conclude, after hearing the case, 
that there had been an absolute refusal on the part of the inspector—which, 
however, he should contend there was not—it would be obligatory upon him 
(Mr. Gedye) to show that the refusal was not wilful, but reasonable. It 
was impossible to show that, except by showing the source of the instructions 
under which he acted. The inspector was the defendant in the case; he 
could not be personally examined, but must abide the result of the inquiry, 
whatever it was. 

Mr. Corrte: I suppose I do not make myself understood. Suppose there 
is some order of the Board of Works, which, we will assume, is reasonable 
and proper, you may place that before me as the course he adopted, but not 
as the instructions of the board. I cannot see anything in the Act of Parlia- 
ment which empowers the Board of Works to make any regulation about the 
inspectors. They are to do their duty. 

Mr. Gepye: The 4th section of the Act of Parliament regulates their 
appointment and dismissal. If the board are not to interfere with all proper 
instructions to the inspectors, there would be, in effect, a miscarriage. 

Mr. Corrie: The — now is, as to the admission or rejection of 
evidence. I cannot admit it on the ground you put it; I can only admit it 
as a rule which, for the convenience of his office, the inspector has made. 

Mr. GEDYE (to witness): Will you show whether the inspectors, after 
a | are appointed, carry on their functions under a rule of the board ? 

Mr. Steigu: That I object to, because we have an Act of Parliament 
here which over-rides all the regulations of the Board of Works. It is per- 
fectly absurd to suppose that any order not contemplated by the Act can 
neutralize the effect of the Act itself. The 9th section imposes upon the 
inspectors the performance of their duties; and the 11th section provides 
that, if without lawful excuse, they shall not do what, by the 9th section, 
they are ordered to do, they are subject to penalty. Now, the onus is upon 
the defendant, to show that he has a lawful excuse ; and that lawful excuse 
must be something which is an excuse in the ordinary acceptation of the 
term, such as, ‘‘ the act of God,’’ the building being blown down, &e. 

Mr. Corrie: Though not bound to obey the orders of the board, yet, if 
they make reasonable regulations—which, though not binding, he adopts for 
his rule of conduct—the fact of their being made by the Board of Works 
would not be to make them bad. 

Mr. Sie1cH : It would be in mitigation ; it would not be an excuse. 

Mr. Corrie: He may satisfy me afterwards that I am wrong, and that 
the order is binding. At present, my view would be that it shows a reason- 
able justification of his conduct, if adopted by himself. 

Mr. Gepye (to witness): Then, will you state to the magistrate what 
orders were given to the inspectors ? 

Witness: A question arose as to receiving a very large number of meters, 
and it was found to be perfectly impossible to do so as fast as they could be 
brought. 

Mr. Sie1cH: Tell me, for my information, was this a resolution 
arrived at ? 

Mr. Corrie: No; this is a preliminary discussion. 

Witness : I am showing the reason for passing this resolution. 

Mr. SLercH: Surely, sir, that cannot be evidence. 

Witness : The board were anxious to stamp meters as fast as delivered, 
but it was impossible to receive them all. 


Mr. Corrie: I suppose a large number had been held back when the law 


was not carried into effect > 


Witness : Great quantities ; and it became a question how far they could | | 


meet the requirements of the trade. The object was, that a certain number 
should be taken from each maker, as they could not take the whole; and it 
became necessary to pass a resolution to instruct the inspectors. Now, this 
is the resolution—— 

Mr. Sie1eH : I have to suggest to you that this is noevidence. I take it, 
sir, you are listening to it for your information, and not as evidence ? 

Mr. Corrie: Yes. 

Witness proceeded to read the resolution of the board, but the document 
was objected to by Mr. Sleigh, as being only a copy. The minute-book of 
the board, containing the original resolution, was produced, and that also 
was objected to, as it was not in the handwriting of the witness—the Act of 
Parliament not making the minutes of the board evidence in a court of 
justice. The point was argued at some length by Mr. Gedye, who submitted 
that the magistrate ought to be put in possession of the action taken by the 
board, in order to inform his mind as to whether the excuse of the inspector 
were a lawful one. 

Mr. Corrie said, if the resolution of the board related merely to the 
times of attendance of the inspectors, and at what places, it came within 
the scope of the 9th section of the Act; but, if it were a resolution as to the 
ooniedar individuals from whom he should receive meters, then it did not 
come within the section. 

After some further conversation, witness read the recommendation of the 
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given in the report of the proceedings on the first summons. 
Mr. SieIGH said, there was nothing in the Act to justify the proceeding. 
Mr. Corrie: Did the inspectors have any orders afterwards ? 
Witness : Yes; there is a further resolution—‘‘ That it be an instruction 


as shall be from time to time notified to them by Mr. Cresy, and that they 
do request any person complaining, or remonstrating against their refusal 
to receive meters, to submit their complaints in writing to the committee.” 

Mr. Corrie; That I think is illegal. (To Mr. Gedye :) I do not suppose 
yon would justify it > 

Mr. Gepye: I do not think that I need to argueit. I will ask you 
(Mr. Pollard) whether there was not another inspector appointed yesterday ? 

Witness : Yes, there was—that makes the fourth. 

Mr. Ste1cH: That cannot be evidence in this case. 
for a refusal before yesterday. 

Cross-examination continued: The districts assigned to the inspectors, 
they cannot at present operate in, because the testing-houses are not erected. 
The board are taking every step they can, to obtain permanent buildings in 
| the various districts. They are completing a building in Southwark; but, 
| that is only a temporary one. I am not acquainted with the process of test- 
|ing meters. I know that the instruments employed have first to be verified 
| by the Comptroller of the Exchequer, and that that creates delay. 

By Mr. Corrie: I cannot tell how many testing-apparatus we have in 
| operation. Mr. Mills is the inspector for the western district. Clerkenwell 
| is not in that district. 


The summons was 





| Mr. Stxe1GuH: That does not matter. I do not know whether you can tell 
, how many meters can be stamped per week in Mr. Mills’s office ? 

| Witness: No. 

| 
| 





Mr. Henry Airey, examined by Mr. SLEIGH. 
||_ Tam one of the inspectors of gas-meters working in the same building as 
1} Mr. Mills. My district is the eastern. With our present appliances, the 
|| three inspectors can test and stamp 60 meters in a day. 
| Mr. Cornrte : Is that all you can do in the day? 
Witness: With the present appliances, that is all we can do of wet meters 
—that is, nearly 360 a week. 
By Mr. Sie1GH : In some other districts they can do more, because they have 
|| more gasholders, and more skilled assistance. We are at present deficient in 
| the appliances we ought to have. 
||_ Cross-examined by Mr. Gepyr: We are working without any delay or 
loss of time whatever, and as diligently as we can. 
Mr, GepyE: You are one of the inspectors; what directions, if any, have 
you received from the Board of Works ? 
| Mr. Stercu: That will not do as regards Mr. Mills. 
| Mr. Gepye: What instructions have you received as an inspector? 
| Mr. Corrie: Why do you not put it—what is the rule upon which you 
|| act > 


i 


; tention ; but, I will ask it in your way. 
| Mr. Corrie: I do not think they have. 
| Mr, GepyE: What is your rule? 


| are received by reason of a prior order through Mr. Cresy from the Metro- 
| politan Board of Works. That notice was posted in the office, and we had 
| also a written resolution of the board upon the subject. Those were the 
| instructions upon which we acted. 


' rules, do you receive and test them with all possible expedition ? 

Witness: We do with all possible expedition. In the present building, I 
cannot conceive of any way by which they can be more expeditiously done. 

Mr. Corrie: You do as many as you can? 

Witness : Yes. 

Mr. Gepye: How many meters have you at present untested > 

Witness: There are over 1000 meters in the place, and about 765 are 
waiting to be tested. 

Mr. StercH: How many of those have been sent in since last Monday ? 

Witness : I cannot exactly say; but, I should think, about 200. 

Mr. Henry Sporne, examined by Mr. Ricpy. 

I am the inspector of gas-meters for the City of London, and do not come 
under the control of the Board of Works. Iam the only inspector within 
| the area of the jurisdiction of the City magistrates. I have five assistants, 
| that is, four men and a youth of fifteen years of age. I am not prepared to 
' say how many meters we can stamp in the course of a week ; it depends 
| — the character of the meter. Of one kind, we might stamp 1200, and 
| of another kind, only half that number. 

Mr. Corrie : I suppose, it depends upon whether they are wet or dry ? 
Witness : Truly so. There are various tests which the wet meters have 
to be put under, which swallow up a vast amount of time. 
|| staff, I could stamp 600 wet meters a week; but, you will understand, we 
|| are striving to accommodate the trade to the utmost of our ability. Iam 
|| there very early in the morning, and we stay till seven or eight o'clock at 

night, and have been doing that for three months past. 

| By Mr. Ricny: The average number we turn out per week working these 
_ excessively long hours would probably be 1200. There would not be two- 
_ thirds of that number wet meters, but two-thirds of our entire time is taken 
‘up by wet meters. I think the number which Mr. Airey has just given is 
' perhaps a fair average of what they ought to do for the hours they are work- 
Ing, and with the amount of assistance they have. I believe there is not 
It is not my custom to give preference to one person over 








; much time lost. 
| another. 
| Magistrates when before them. A little disturbance had occurred, some one 
fancying that one manufacturer would get more of my attention than 
tended to pursue. I said, at present I shall allot so much time to each firm, 
| the dry meters, not requiring one-fourth of the time of the wet, they get the 
| benefit of the arrangement. I never refused to take meters into the place. 
in as many as I had room for, no matter where they came from. 
sixteen weeks. We have ten instruments. 
defendant has. 
Mr. Airey was recalled, and, in answer to questions by the magistrate, 
said: We had nine instruments at work last Monday. 
Cross-examination of Mr. Sporne continued: There is a point which I 
| Should like to state. A case did occur in which one manufacturer desired to 
inundate my office with his meters, and we had no room to put them. He 
| desired to have them tested immediately, and threatened, if he did not get 
| them, he would summons me upon the three days question. I was obliged 
|;0n the authority of my position to say I could not do them in the time. 





i| Mr. Gepyr: Because I think the board have full power; that is my con- | 
| put an end to this state of things by ap’ 


| Mr. GepyE: And upon the meters being presented, according to these | 
should be adjourned for a fortnight, instead of an adjudication being given 


| If a man sent 40, I should not receive 30 and send 10 back, but should take 


Cross-examination by Mr. GepyE: Our establishment has been at work | 
I have not seen how many the | technical question as to whether the evidence is sufficient for the conviction 
| of this gentleman. 

render it impossible to convict him. 
| is impossible to get over—that it is not shown that this gentleman is the 


| the difficulty ought to be 
Witness : The rule we act upon is, that all meters received in the office | 


| Gedye) had just offered, was to convince his worship that on legal grounds 
| there was no room for the charge made against the defendant. 


| of the magistrate. 


| their power to carry out the obligations imposed by the Statute. 


' was so much atffault as to render an adjournment necessary, in order to see 


With my present | 


I have a rule by which I work, and which I suggested to the | 


| anot er, and the magistrates asked me my opinion as to what method I in- | 


| and do as much as I can for that firm in the time. The consequence is, that | 


committee of the board, and the resolution and order passed thereon, as | We have been making preparations in the City, I believe for ten months 


| three. It was not necessary to have a building erected for the purpose. I 


to the inspectors to receive meters from such makers only, and in such order | 


| City took ten ..cnths in preparation, and we have only had since August 


| energy and perseverance, 


| an actual refusal on the part of the defendant—a wilful, wron 


. of counsel, that there must bea three days refusal to subject him to a penalty. 
| Had that been proved ? 
| the ground upon that point. 


before we began meter stamping; but, still it might have been effected in 


do not think our building is vastly superior to the one in which the defend- 
ant works ; it is not nearly so large. I should say the building belonging 
to the Metropolitan Board is six feet wider than ours. We have more instru- 
ments and more assistance; that is where we get the advantage. 

Mr. Corrie (to Mr. Gedye) : It does not appear to me that you have suffi- 
cient strength. 

Mr. GepyE: We appointed another inspector yesterday. We are getting 
three sites for buildings, and we have one building nearly complete in 
Southwark. There is no negligence on the part of the board. The fact is, 
they are taking . very step possible. Your worship has just heard that the 


last to do it. 
Witness : Ten months were taken, but I say three might have done, with 


Mr. GepyE: Do you consider there is any extraordinary difference be+ 
tween taking a per centage from each man and alloting time to him > 

Witness: I think that the more fair way is to allot time to him. 

Mr. SLEIGH intimated that that was his case, and asked for the infliction 
of a nominal penalty, which he thought would have the effect of stimu- 
lating the Board of Works. 

Mr. Gepye addressed the bench for the defendant. He said it had been 
urged in support of the summons, that there were two grounds upon which 
an inspector could be convicted under the 11th section of the Act. But was 
there a scintilla of evidence to show in the present case that there had been 

gful refusal, 
such as would make him amenable to the penalty here provided? If he had 
received the whole of the meters tendered, it would have been a delusive 
proceeding on his part, because he could not have stamped them. It was in 
evidence that there were 500 meters, belonging to various persons, in hand 
at the time, whose turn came before the complainant, and that since then, 
200 additional had been received. And nowit was said, because the inspector 
would not depart from the rule which had been laid down, and give a pre- 
ference to the plaintiff, therefore, he had been guilty of a wilful refusal. 
But, supposing he had been guilty of a refusal, it was clear from the section 
under which the summons was taken out, and also from the opening address 


Certainly not. The case, therefore, must fall to 
Indeed, there could be no pretence for saying 
that the inspector had, under the terms of the section, refused, or for three 
days after being so required, neglected, without lawful excuse, to test and 
stamp the complainant’s meters. 

Mr. Corrte said he could not help feeling strongly, and he thought the | 
public would feel that in this case the complainant’s business was being | 
stopped, because the Board of Works had not provided sufficient strength for | 
the testing of meters. It seemed to him that the board should immediately | 
inting more inspectors. He was, 
not giving an opinion upon the technicalities of this case, but, he thought, | 
7 an end to in one week by a proper number of 





inspectors being appointe | 
Mr. Gepye said, the Board of Works would most willingly act upon any 
suggestion made by his worship. The object of the remarks which he (Mr. 


Mr. SLEIGH said, he would make this suggestion—that the summons 


upon it on this occasion, in order that it might be seen whether the Board 
of Works would really do that which was in accordance with the suggestion 


Mr. Gepys objected to any such arrangement. He said, upon the second 
part of the case, he would not repeat the remark which he offered on the 
previous hearing ; but, would merely state that, with the novel duties so 
suddenly cast upon them, the Board of Works were not to blame that no 
further preparations had yet been made—in fact, that they had done all in 





Mr. Corrre said, he was fully impressed with that fact ; but, then he saw 
that in the City of London, by putting their shoulders to the wheel, and 
working day and night, they were meeting the requirements made upon 
them. The inspectors appointed by the board, he was sure, would do the same 
if they were directed, and, if the adjournment suggested took place, they 
would be able to get over the difficulty in this case. He thought that was 
the proper way to look at it. 

Mr. GepyE thought that his worship would not consider the defendant 


whether he would do his duty. 

Mr. Corrie : I do not say he is in fault. 

Mr. GepYE said, that being so, no adjournment was required. The board 
had acted upon the spirit of the suggestion made on the last occasion, and 
appointed an additional inspector. ey could not provide more accommo- 
dation until the necessary buildings were completed. He pledged himself 
that the board would be happy to reconsider their regulations as to the re- 
ception of meters, and stated that he had himself suggested a modification of 
them, in cases where a small number of meters were presented for testing. 
Under these circumstances, he asked for a dismissal of the summons. 

Mr. SLEIGH said, as his suggestion was not acceptable, he should ask for 
an adjudication at once. 

Mr. Corrie said he would rather that a decision were not asked for. The 
board had already appointed another inspector, and these gentlemen would 
do all they could to facilitate the business. In a fortnight, all the arrears 
would be worked off, and, therefore, it was hardly worth while to press for a 
conviction. 

Mr. SLEIGH said his suggestion was not met in a courteous way, or he was 
quite willing the summons should stand over for a fortnight. 

Mr. Corre asked Mr. Gedye whether it would not, in his opinion, be the 
best course ? 

Mr. Gepyr said he did not think it was exactly fair, seeing that a similar 
application was before the court a week previously. 

Mr. Corrie: Then I must dispose of the case before me entirely upon the 


It seems to me that there are several objections which 
There is, first, the objection which it 


inspector of the district, from which the meters presented for stamping were 
brought. You might just as well have taken them to the inspector from the 
City, and, if he did not test them, apply for a conviction against him, 
because he had not stamped them. That alone seems to me to be an answer 
to the case. 


Mr. Riesy: Will your worship pardon me if I interrupt you. Iam told 
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that the manufacturers are not bound to take them to any particular 
district. 

Mr. Ste1cH: There is no obligation of the sort. ? 

Mr. Corrie: Looking at the Act of Parliament, I should think they 
were. It also seems to me that, supposing the defendant was appointed for 
that district, I could not say he had refused to doit, when I look at the fact 
of the number of meters already there. It is true that he said he would not 
take them in. i 
is impossible to stamp them. I do not say it was so, but seeing they had 
500 on hand on the Monday, and that they can only stamp 360 in a week, 
it is 
| might have adopted, not looking at it asa rule of the Board of Works, if he took 
j ten of this 
| in saying 1 
| other answers which might be given, but these are sufficient. I will only 
| say what I have said before, that I hope the Board of Works—they know 
their business better than I do—but I repeat it, that when I see the trade is 





that they are doing, I do hope they will use every possible exertion to get 
the work done. Because, after all, it is in their hands; it must come back 
| to them, and they must bring some force to bear upon it. I have no doubt 
‘they will do so. Of course, it would be foolish for them to appoint twenty 
inspectors, when, after a little time, three would be sufficient for the quan- 
tity of meters there will be to stamp; and, I dare say they have taken that 
into their consideration. Probably, they are right. I do not say that they 
are not; but it does seem to me that there is not sufficient energy shown, 
| in some way or other, to get these meters stamped, for their inspectors are 
‘ only stamping 360 a week; while, in the City, the inspectors are stamping 
600 wet, or 1200 dry meters upon an average. 


as each party presses for a decision, I shall dismiss the summons. 


opinion of the Court of Exchequer. 
Mr. Corrie: What is the case? 
Mr. Ste1GH: I apply, under a recent Statute, on the ground that your 
decision is erroneous in point of law. You are bound by that Statute to 
| Srant a case on my application, except you will give me a certificate that 
my objection is frivolous or vexatious, 
| “Mr. Corre: Let me see what the Statute is. Ido not like to 7 
| your remarks are frivolous or vexatious. I will give you a case, if 
| the slightest doubt upon the matter. 
Mr. Ste1igH: Whether you have or not, sir, the Statute enacts that in 


that 
have 


| opinion of the superior courts, the appellant party deciding which court it 
shall be. 
| Mr. Corrie: It must be upon some matter of law. 
Mr. Six1cH: In matters of law alone. 
Mr. Gepye: It would be well to know what the question of law is. 
| what the point of law is. 


| ground for the application, and therefore it was frivolous. ; 
| Mr. Corrie (having perused the 2nd clause of the Act 20 and 21 Vict. 
| cap. 46, as to the summary proceedings before b peeer of the peace) said, I 
cannot say that the application is frivolous. thought the case was to be 
granted, if I had any doubt about my decision. If it had been so, I should 
not have granted acase. But, if you suggest that there is a legal point 
which I have decided wrong, you shall have your case. 
Mr. SLEIGH said the application would be made to his worship in writing 
within the three days as prescribed by the Statute. 
The parties then withdrew. 
} 
| 
| 
| 


SHEFFIELD POLICE-COURT. 
Tuurspay, Nov. 21. 

(Before W. Situ, Esq., E. Vickers, Esg., and S. Burcuer, £3.) 

SUMMONS UNDER THE SALE OF GAS ACT FOR FIXING AN UNSTAMPED 
METER. 

The hearing of the charge against the Sheffield United Gas Company for 
| fixing ry unstamped meter on the premises of Mr, A. Booth, was this day 
| resumed. 
| Mr. T. SmiTH again appeared in support of the charge, and Mr. W. Waxe 
‘on behalf of the company. 
| Mr. T. SmirH recapitulated the evidence, which was to the effect that, on 
\the 28th of October, the gas company, having received from Mr. Booth a 
|notice (which, however, was not proved), removed his meter, and took it to 
Mr. Barlow, the corporation inspector, who, after testing, declined to stamp 
it. The meter was then taken back to Mr. Booth’s premises, and refixed. 
The new Act for Regulating the Sales of Gas, imposes a penalty of £5 for 
fixing an unstamped meter in any place where it has been adopted, and it 
| was to recover this penalty from the gas company the present proceedings 
|were taken. The previous hearing was adjourned for proof of the appoint- 
{ment of Mr. Barlow, the legality of which Mr. Wake disputed. At the 
adjourned hearing, Mr. T. Smith submitted that oral evidence of the appoint- 
ment of Mr. Barlow was sufficient, especially as the gas company had 
| recognized it by taking meters to be stamped. 

Mr. ALBERT SmiTH (magistrates clerk) : The object of requiring the pro- 
| duction of the appointment was to prove the date, which is very important. 
| Mr. T. SmirH put in the appointment, which bore date the 8th of 
| February, 1860. 

Mr. WAKE said, in order to avoid being placed in a difficulty in case of an 
appeal, he must object to the appointment being put in, unless Mr. T. Smith 
would undertake to have it stamped in case that were necessary to its admis- 
sion a8 evidence in a superior court. 

Mr. T. Smirx: I do not know whether my friend is serious or 
not. (Laughter.) 

Mr. Wake: Then, understand that I am perfectly serious. 

Mr. T. Smirx: I cannot think that you are; you have treated the case 
throughout with a degree of levity hardly to be expected from the solicitor 
for the gas company. (Laughter.) 

Mr. Wake: Oh! nonsense. 

Mr. W. SmitTH suggested that it was not necessary to prove the case so 
strictly ; and, after some conversation, it was arranged that the appointment 
should be put in, subject to the objection that it was not stamped, of which 
the bench would take a note. 








Mr. Yeomans, the town-clerk, produced the minute books of the corpora- 








He might have thought, I will not take them in, because it | 


} 





uite clear, that acting on that reasonable line of conduct, which he | into the proceedings of the council. 


entleman’sand declined to receive any more, I should not feel justified | you can show that, in so doing, you will jeopardize yourself. 
fe had refused or neglected todo hisduty. Ithink there are several | 


| 


| 
| 


suffering, and that the City inspector is doing double the quantity of work | 


| 


But that I have nothing | 
‘atall todo with. I have only to decide the matter upon technicalities ; and, | 


| Mr. SteiGH: I have to apply to you, sir, for a case to be stated for the | f i 
| The magistrates are desirous to do justice, without fear, favour, or affection, | 


any matter of summary jurisdiction, either party, if dissatisfied with your | 
decision, as being erroneous in point of law, may apply for a case for the | _ ; 
| is for our judgment. 


Mr. SLEIGH: The Statute does not say that I shall be called upon to state | 


Mr. Gepye thought his worship would say that there was no substantial | 


Mr. Barlow gave some formal evidence as to his appointment, after which | 


tion, and gave evidence as follows: On the 14th of September, 1859, the} 
council passed a resolution requesting him to give such notice as might be; 
required to enable the council to put the Sales of Gas Act, then just passed, ' 
into operation ; and, on the 14th of December, 1859, they passed a resolution, | 
‘*That the 22nd and 23rd Vic., cap. 66, entitled ‘An Act tor Regulating the| 
Measures used in the Sales of Gas,’ be and is hereby adopted by this council 
in and for the borough of Sheffield.” 

Cross-examined by Mr. WakE: When was the next meeting of the coun- 
cil, after the 14th of September? 

Witness : I object to go into that question. 





You have no right to inquire | 
must claim the protection of the bench. || 
. Smitu: Ido not see the ground of your objection to answer, unless | 


Mr. 
Witness : It does not amount to any evidence at all. 
Mr. W. Suir: Then, what is the use of objecting to answer. It is sim-| 
ply a waste of time to discuss the question. 
Witness: Weil, I will answer this question ; but, if this matter is carried 
forward, I must object. I say, the inspector is duly appointed. 

Mr. Wake: Of course. 

Witness: And that before this bench they cannot question wheth 
was or not. 

Mr. Atzernt Swiru: The question is regular enough. 
date of the next meeting. 

Witness : The next meeting would be on the 12th of October. 

Mr. Wake: And there was a special meeting ou the 26th of October ? 

Witness: Yes. ij 

Mr. Wake: For the meeting on the 26th of October, Mr. Mycock had given 
notice of a motion that the Sales of Gas Act be adopted for the borough of || 

Sheffield. 
Witness: Yes. | 
Mr. T. SmiTH objected that the evidence was irregular and immaterial. | 
Mr. W. Smiri : Then, nothing can come of it; and it is no use objecting. || 


er he | 


Pray give us the! 


to any one; but, to do so, they must know the facts. | 

Mr. Wake: Then, Mr. Mycock had given notice to adopt the Act on the 
26th of October, but withdrew it? 

Witness : Yes. 

Mr. Wake: The next meeting would be on the 9th of November ? 

Witness : Yes. 

Mr. Wake: You say you had instructions in September to give notice to 
adopt the Act; when did you give that notice ? | 
Witness : I object to that question. This [pointing to the minute-bock] 

is sufficient evidence. 

Mr. W. Suirx: It is not for you to judge what is sufficient evidence ; that 
You can refuse to answer the question, if you like. 

Mr. T. SmiTu then submitted that Mr. Wake had no right to inquire into, 
what was done by the council, after proof had been given that the Act was | 
in operation. 1} 

Mr. Wake: Does my friend mean to contend that, if only a day’s notice!) 
has been given, instead of the month’s notice required by the Act, the! 
minutes in that book are decisive proof of the adoption of the Act. 

Mr. T. Smrru: I should be prepared to go even so far as that. 

Mr. ALBERT SmiTH: Do you object to give any evidence of the resolution | 
in the council? 

Mr. T. Surru: I object to anything affecting the question of notice. 1} 

Mr. Wake: Why, my friend opened his case by asking the town-clerk | | 
whether he was not instructed to give notice on the 12th of September. I 
Surely, I havea right to ask whether he did give the notice, and when. | 
Now, Mr. Yeomans, did you give notice for the October meeting ? 

Witness : I gave the notice on the 26th of September, 1859. } 

Mr. Wake: And, pursuant to such notice, Mr. Mycock was to have mored | 
the adoption of. the Act on the 26th of October ? i 

Witness : He was. 
Mr. Wake: Dat he withdrew his motion ? 
Witness: Yes. 

Mr. W. Smitu: I think we shall consider the appointment made for the 
nonce, If that has to be questioned, it must be before a superior court. 

Mr. Wake: I think I can satisfy you to the contrary before I have dore. 
The council resolved, on the 14th of December, to put the Act in operation ? 

Witness: They did. 

Mr. WakE: What notice did you give of that meeting ? 

Witness : Dae and proper notice. 

Mr. Waxe: Perhaps you will tell me what due and proper notice is? 
have not the honour of being town-clerk, and, therefore, do not know. 

[ Witness produced the notice.] 

Mr. WAKE: How was it given? 


Witness : It was delivered to each member of the council, and posted on | 
the town-hall door. 

Mr. Wake: When? 

Witness : At least three days before the meeting of the council. 

Mr. Wsxe: Was it posted on the town-hall door a month before ? 

Witness : It was not required to be. 

Mr. Wake: Never mind what was required ; I am asking for information 


ofa fact. When was the notice posted ? 

Witness : About three days before the mecting. 

Mr. Waxe: Was it given a week before? 

Witness : It was given in sufficient legal time. 

Mr. Waxe: I must really ask the bench to require the witness to answer 
the question. I want to know when the notice was given, and the town- 
clerk says due notice was given; that is not an answer. 

Mr. W. Suita: One clause of the Act specifies the notice necessary. 

Witness: Mr. Wake is confounding the Act and corporation law. 

Mr. Wake: I am confounding nothing; will you answer the question? | 

Witness : I will. | 

Mr. Wake: Then, when was notice given on the town-hall door that the 
meeting of the 14th of December would consider the question of introducing | 
this Act: | 

Witness : At least three clear days before the meeting. 

Mr. Wake: Was it given a month before ? 

Witness: No; I don’t think it was. 

Mr. Wake: At last, I have got an auswer; you might as well have saved 
ten minutes by giving it at once. 

Witness : ¥ don’t affix the notices on the town-hall door; my clerk does. 

Mr. Wake: Bet, at all events, it was not affixed a month before the}, 
meeting ? ’ 

Witness: The notice calling the meeting was not; but it has nothing to | 
do with the notice respecting this Act. ee | 

Mr. WAxkE: Never you mind that, if you please. The resolution bringing | | 
the Act into operation was passed, you say, on the 14th of December; wher 
was the next meeting of the council? 
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'| Witness: On the 11th of January, 1860. 
| Mr. Wake: And when was Mr. Barlow appointed ? 
| Witness: At the succeeding meeting, on the 8th of February. 

Re-examined by Mr. T. SmrtH: 

, way, of the intention of the council to adopt this Act on the 14th of December ? 

Witness : It was, 

, Mr. Wake: You just answered the same question, put by me, in the 
negative, 
| Mr, Vickers: Was a month’s notice given or not? 
Mr. Wake: No. 
Witness : The usual notice was given; Mr. Wake is confounding that with 
_ the notice under this Act. 
Mr. Wake: You are confounding them. 
Mr. ALpert Smita: I have been unable to get any opinion from the 
examination of Mr. Yeomans, 
| Mr. Wake explained that the town-clerk admitted that a special month’s 
notice of the intention to bring the Gas Act into operation at the December 
meeting was not given, but only the usual three days, which he (Mr. Wake) 
should contend was not sufficient. 
Mr. W. Smiru: They gave notice for the October meeting ; but you con- 
tend that a three or four days notice will not do—that it must be a one 
month’s notice ? 
Mr. Wake: No; a month’s notice to consider the question at the 
December meeting would be right; but their notice was to consider it at the 
October meeting, when it was not considered. 
Mr. ALBERT Sirs said he would read the clause requiring notice. 
Mr, Wake: If it had been read sooner, it might have saved us so muc 
fencing on the part of the witness. 
Witiess : There has been no fencing. 
Mr. T. Smiru: There was no necessity for any such expression as that. 
The town-clerk is desirous to do what is right. 
Mr. ALBERT Smiru read section 4, which, after directing the introduction 
of the Act in counties, procceds—* Provided always that in every borough io | 
, England where there is a town-council, not being a manufacturer or selier | 
of gas, it shall be lawful for such town-council, within six months after the | 

| passing of this Act, after one month’s notice duly given in the manuer in | 
which notices are usually published by such town-council, to adopt this Act,”’ 
&c. Now, what was the notice ? 

Witness read the notice given on the 22nd of September, which stuted that | 
the council would consider the question of adopting the Act at a meeting to | 
be held *‘ after the expiration of one month from the date hereof.”’ 

Mr. W. Smrtu: Then the notice simply said ‘‘at a meeting after the 
expiration of one month.” 

Mr, ALBERT SmiTH: Yes; it does not fix the October, or any other parti- | 
cular meeting. 

Mr. Wake: The clause says that the Act may be adopted at any meeting | 
‘at which the subject is appointed<to be considered;”’ and, if that notice | 
does not “‘appoint”’ a particular meeting, it is altogether worthless. 

Mr. ALBERT SmitH: I suppose the ordinary course would be to consider 
the question on the 26th of October. 

Mr. Wake: No doubt. 

Mr. Burcuer: Was the consideration of the subject adjourned from that 
meeting ? 

Mr, Wake: No; it was withdrawn. 

Mr. T. Suir: Unless my friend has a stronger objection than that, he 
brs not get on; but, I suppose this is only one of the ifty he said he had to 
take. 

Mr. Wake: I never said I had fifty; I have only three. 

||_ Mr. T. Smrra: I was certainly surprised to hear you talk of taking up Mr. 
|| Broomhead’s mantle. (Laughter.) This is my case. 

Mr. WAKE had a few words of explanation to make before popesiieg to 
state the objections which he felt it his duty to take on behalf of the com- 
pany. As there was some misconception out of doors, he wished to state 
distinctly that the gas company had not the slightest wish to evade either 
the Sales of Gas or any other Act. It was their desire honestly and legiti- 
mately to carry out the intention of the Legislature; but, they did most 
strongly object to have an Act crammed down their throats, to the injury of | 
yt Bam and the public, merely to serve the interests or gratify the feel- 
ings of the gas-fitters. Mr. Booth had admitted that he had not laid this 
information. Mr. Booth, however, indulged in the very mild phrase—‘“ I 
sent my meter to be tested, because I thought the company were robding 
me;” and there were other people out of doors foolish enough to believe 
that the gas company, and all the officers they had, were systematically | 
and by wholesale robbing everybody they could. Some wise men went so far | 
as to say that the company charged consumers, on an average, for 66 per | 
cent. more gas than they consumed. 

Mr. T. Smiru: No, not quite so far as that; 35 per cent. is the average ; 
66 per cent. in some cases. (Laughter.) 

Mr. Wake continued : Fortunately for the company, these charges could 
be incontestably proved to be wholly without foundation. The gas was mea- 
sured twice; first at the station meter, and then at the various meters by 
which it was distributed to the consumers. If the charge that the company 
robbed consumers of 35 per cent. were correct, the aggregate amount of gas 
registered at the consumers meters would far exceed that registered at the 
station-meter; but, unfortunately for the company, the contrary was the 
fact. 

Mr. Butcuer: Because there is leakage. 

Mr. WAKE said there was no doubt a leakage in the works of every gas 
company. There was also another test. It was known exactly what gas 
a ton of coals would make, and they could therefore tell, irrespective of the 
meter, how much gas was sent into the town. He (Mr. Wake) might in- 
dulge in comments on Mr. Booth’s motives in this case, but would refrain, 
for the proceedings were not instigated by Mr. Booth, but by the gas-fitters. 
Having made these few remarks, he would proceed to state the reasons 
he had to urge why thesummons should be dismissed. They were three in num- 
ber, viz.—first, that the fixing of the meter was not a fixing within the 18th 
section, under which the information was laid; second, that the ecuncil had 
not adopted the Act; and, third, if they did adopt it in the year 1860, the 
subsequent Act had rendered inoperative anything the council might de until 
such times as the Act was put in operation by the county justices. At the 
previous hearing, the magistrates clerk expressed an opinion that the Act 

_ could only be adopted by the justices. 
| Mr. W. Smirn: That was my opinion, too, at first. 
Mr. AuBert Smits : I was in ignorance at that time whether the council 
| had made any appointment, or put the Act into operation within six months 
after it was passed; and my opinion was based on the supposition that they 
had not done so. 

Mr. WAKE said he only named this because he knew the magistrates | 
clerk was not apt to change his opinion without good reason. Returning to 
his first point, sec. 17 enacted that no unstamped meter should be used after 





| ten years from the passing of the Act ; and sec. 18 enacted that any person 
| fixing an unstamped meter should be | 


Was a month’s notice given, in the usual 


| — with equal plausibility. 


| circumstances, the replacing of Mr. 
| section. 


iable to a penalty of £5. 

Mr. ALBert Smiru: Section 17 imposes a penalty on a person using 
the meter. 
Mr. Wake: Yes; and if I choose to lay an information against Mr. Booth, 
supposing this Act is in operation, he may be fined for using a meter the 
inspector refused to stamp. But sec. 20 uses very different language. It 
provides that any inspector, ‘authorized in writing under the hand of any 
Justice,” may, at the request or expense of any buyer or seller of gas who 
shall have given twenty-four hours notice in writing to the other party to 
the contract, “‘ examine and test” any meter, removing it, if necessary, for. 
that purpose; and, if found to be incorrect within the meaning of this Act, or 
fraudulent, “such meter shall not be refixed or used again,’ &c. Now, if, 
the 18th sec. meant, as was contended on the other side, that any meter on 
which the inlet or outlet-pipe had to be unscrewed and screwed again, or 
which had to be taken down for painting, repair, or any such temporary pur- 
pose, could not be refixed without the person doing it being liable toa penalty | 
of £5, not only was the provision in the 20th section, prohibiting the refixing || 
or using again, unnecessary and contradictory, but the Act would entail the | 
most lamentable consequences on the people of Sheffield. \ 

Mr. ALBERT Smita : But we must deal with the circumstances before us; : | 
this meter was not removed for casual repair, but for the purpose of being | 
| 
| 


tested, which is a very different thing. 
Mr. Wake: Then, Mr. Booth should have gone under the 20th section, | | 
which requires the inspector to get an authority from a 
no doubt, the company would be liable for refixing. {| 
Mr. W. Smitu: He might have done that, no doubt; but, he has not done | | 
so, and the question before us, therefore, is whether the replacing of the! | 
meter is a fixing under the 18th section ? 1 | 
Mr. AtBert SmitH: And Mr. Wake contends that it is not, as another 
clause provides a special remedy for cases like that of Mr. Booth. 
r. Wake: That is my argument. | 
-¥ W. Sarrx: The Act is as ill drawn in many parts as any Act I ever 
read. 
Mr. Waks: It is certainly not luminous, | 
Mr. W. Samira: I think it is really necessary there should be some judicial 
decision as to the meaning of some of the clauses, which may be argued both | 


ome conversation here took place on the bench, after which | | 
Mr. ALBERT SmrruH said: The yy are of opinion that, under the | 
ooth’s meter is a fixing under the 18th 


justice ; in that case, | | 


| 
| 
} 
| 


Mr. W. Smrru: But understand, we do not lay down a general principle | 
for such cases; we only say that in this case it is so. 

Mr. Wake: I see the distinction; you do not intend to settle more. than | 
this one case. 

Mr. T. SmrtH: Well, sufficient for the day is the evil thereof. | 

Mr. Wake said he would now address himself to his second objection,— 
that the council had not ay adopted the Act, and also that Mr. Barlow) 
was not properly appointed. To take Mr. Barlow’s appointment first, | 
section 4 enacted that town councils should appoint an inspector, at the) 
meeting next after that at which the Act was adopted. The town-clerk had 
admitted that the Act was adopted in December, and the appointment of | 
Mr. Barlow was not made until February, there being an intervening | 
leg in January. It was clear, therefore, that the appointment was 
illegal. 

Mr. W. Smira: Do not you think the words “from time to time”’ which | 
follow, meet your objection > 

Mr. Wake: Certainly not. The intention of the Legislature was to make 
the adoption of the Act within nine months pa sre and, if it was open 
to the council to defer the appointment for one month, they could defer it} 
for any longer period, and so defeat that intention. 

Mr. ALBERT Sarr: The first part of the clause reads thus :—‘‘ In Eng- 
land at some general quarter sessions of the peace within nine months next 
after the passing of this Act, the justices of the peace of every county, riding, 
or division, or county of a city or county of a town, in general quarter ses- 
sions assembled, and in such boroughs as may adopt this Act as hereinafter 
ee may the town council at the meeting next after such adoption, and in 

cotland the justices of the peace at a meeting to be called for the purpose by 
the sheriff of each county, and the magistrates of each royal burgh within | 
nine months after the passing of this Act, and so from time to time at any/ 
subsequent general or quarter sessions or meeting so called,’’ shall appoint 
inspectors, &c. } 

Mr. Wake said, under that clause, that the council must appoint an | 
inspector at the next meeting after they adopted the Act; and, having failed | 








| to do so, that they had lost the power of doing it. 


Mr. W. Smirx thought the appointment of inspector might be made at any | 
time within the six months after the passing of the Act. | 

Mr. T. Smrru : I contend that the clause is merely directory. } 

Mr. AtBert Smita: You (Mr. Wake) contend that the appointment’ 
ought to be made in January. 

Mr. Wake: Yes; and that the appointment not having been made, the 
council lost the power of making it. 

Mr. T. SmirH: There are some other facts in regard to the appointment. 

Mr. WAKE: We want no more facts; if you want to patch up your case, | 
apply in the usual way. Mr. Wake added: The words “from time to time” | 
clearly apply only to meetings of justices called by the sheriff of the county, 
because it says very distinctly, ‘* At any subsequent general or quarter ses- | 
sions, or meeting so called.”” It cannot refer to meetings of town councils, ' 
as no previous mention is made of calling any meeting of a town council. 

Mr. W. Situ: I believe it has reference to the town councils. 

Mr. Wake: It says that the town council, at the meeting next after the 
adoption of the Act, shall proceed to appoint. 

Mr. Butcuer: Whether they can find a fit person or not, they must do it, 
I suppose ? 

le Wane: They must, or they lose their power. Otherwise, supposing 
the council did not want the Act to be put in operaticn, they could resoive to 
adopt it, but abstain from making an appointment, and so prevent the 
justices making an appointment, and evade the object of the Legislature. 

Mr. W. Smita: But they must do it within nine months after the passing | 
of the Act. The town council must appoint an inspector within nine months. 

Mr. Wake: There is not a word about nine months. The council can 
only do it at the meeting next after the adoption of the Act. 

Mr. W. SmirH: My opinion is, that the framer of this Act, when he used | | 
the words “* meeting so called,’’ classed the whole of the general and quarter | | 
sessions and town-councils together. If the council do not appoint within | | 
nine months, the magistrates may take it out of their hands. 

Mr. Wake: There is not a word in the previous art of the clause to that | | 
where the words “at a meeting so called’’ are used, with reference to the) 
town council meetings. 
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Mr. Burcuen: I believe it includes them all. aa 2 

Mr. Waxe: To proceed to the second part of this objection. It is 
clear, from the evidence of the town-clerk, that they never did adopt 
this Act. He says that, in the month of September, he was instructed to 
give the requisite notice to bring the Act into operation. He gave the notices 
0 


could not be taken into consideration then, because the month had not then 
expired. There was a meeting on the 26th of October, and notice was then 
given by Alderman Mycock, to move the adoption of ti Act; but that 
notice was withdrawn. Meetings followedin November and December ; and, 


was clearly illegal. 


how can they be present? 
must be given before they could adopt the Act. 
nothing in these objections, a subsequent Act, the 25rd and 24th Vict., sus- 
pends the previous Act until the magistrates of the county think fit to bring 
it into operation. 

Mr. W. Smiru: I do not think that is intended to refer to corporations. 
Read both the Acts together. 

Mr. Wake: If you will be good enough to read both together, I will draw 
your attention to some most extraordinary words. 

Mr. W. Smiru : It is the most extraordinary Act I ever saw. 

Mr. Wake: It is; but it isa penal Act, and, therefore, it must be con- 
strued liberally before you inflict a penalty. ‘The proviso of the second Act 
says, “‘ except as to things done before the passing of this Act under the 
authority of the said Act,” where a time is specified, the Act shall read as if 
passed in August, 1860 ; but, it does not go on to say that things done after 


ressly. 
4 Mr. ButcHer: Whatever was done under the first Act must be right. 
Mr. E. Vickers: You had better complete your argument, Mr. Wake. 
Mr. Wake: I am going on, sir. 
Mr. E. Vickers: I mentioned that, because you have been interrupted. 
Mr. WAKE: Oceasionally I have, sir. (Laughter.) The second Act says 
merely that, except as to things done, a certain date shall be considered as 
the date of the Act of Parliament, “ 
anything in the said Act contained, 
tion in any county of 
uarter sessions (and there is a similar provision for Scotland and Ireland) 
shall be resolved to bring such county under the operation of the Act.’’ Now, 
read this proviso as if it were added at the end of the 4th section of the first 
Act, and then you have got the Acts as nearly intelligible as it is possible to 
make them. 


e said Act shall not come into opera- 


words, ‘‘all things done under the authority 
override the entire clause, including the proviso. 

Mr. Wake: Certainly not. What is the meaning of the words, ‘“ not- 
withstanding anything in this Act contained?” 

Mr. ALBert Smiru: Nevertheless, I must venture to advise the magis- 
trates that they do override the whole clause. That it makes it in many 
respects most unintelligible, must be admitted. 


of this Act. 


more than this, that the council adopted the Act, and appointed an inspector ; 
but, all the other clauses of the first Act, imposing these penalties, are not 
in operation. It may have saved Mr. Barlow’s appointment, and the town 
council from being called upon to refund any money they may have paid 
him; but, there are many parts of the Act totally irrespective of the appoint- 
ment of an inspector, and they are not brought into operation. The first 


the first Act, until the magistrates have brought the county of York within 


one for a breach. 

Mr. ALBERT Situ: I cannot deny that those words are in the proviso, 
but “‘notwithstanding anything” means, as I heard a gentleman very em- 
phatically say yesterday, ‘* notwithstanding everything.” (Laughter.) 

Mr. WAKE: Exactly, so it does. 


repeal what had been done, unless it was so stated in express words. 

Mr. Atsert SmirH: That does not only cover Mr. Barlow’s appointment, 
it covers the adoption of the Act. 

Mr. T. Smrru: That is the real point. 


| Mr. Barlow’s appointment is sound, and the adoption of tie Act is sound. I 
give my opinion, of course, without knowing what will be the decision of any 
of the superior courts, when asked to settle this as an authority. What 


sessions, I must advise the magistrates that these words, ‘‘ except as to things 
done before the passing of this Act,” do override the entire clause—that is, 
clause No. 1, 

Mr. WakeE: The 18th section of the first Act, under which this informa- 
tion is laid, is not at all contingent upon whether the council have adopted 
this Act or not. 


I should say that, in a town which has not adopted the Act, they could not 
be fined. 


meter had been fixed before the passing of the second Act, this penalty 
would attach. But it was not fixed until after the passing of the second Act. 

Mr. ALBERT Situ: You must take that as the decision of the bench, 
that they consider those words, “* except as to things done before the passing 
of this Act,” relate to the whole of this; and they think, therefore, that 
Mr. Barlow’s appointment was good, and that the adoption of the Act was 
good, without a resolution of the magistrates. Do you not think the word 
“county” is used as contra-distinguished from the word “ boroughs ?”’ 

Mr. Wake: Oh, dear, no! If it is so used, what will you do with the 
word ‘Riding?’’ What will you do with cities, and counties of cities? 
There is no provision at all for them. It is the most hermaphrodite affair 
that ever was seen. (Laughter.) That the proviso in the first section of the 
second Act was intended to override a// the provisions of the first Act, until 








| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
! 


r the next meeting, which was on the 12th of October; but the matter | 


| the first Act should be brought into operation in the manner mentioned in 


such proviso, and that the word ‘‘county” was not used as contra-| 
distinguished from ‘ borough,’ would appear by carefully comparing the || 
wording of the two Acts. The first Act rendered it compulsory on some party | 
or other to bring it into operation throughout the entire kingdom, within a 
period thereby defined. But the second Act suspended it, until it should be || 
adopted by the parties named in the second Act; and the parties with whom 


| it rested to say, under the second Act, whether or not the first Act should be 


adopted, were not the same as those on whom, by the first Act, the obligation | 


| was imposed. Thus, under the second Act, the parties in England to decide | 


at the latter, for which no notice whatever had been given beyond the three | 
days required by the Corporation Act, they resolved to adopt the Act—which | 
The councillors must have a notice of the particular | 
time and place when the meeting is to be held to discuss this question, or else | 
The first notice being withdrawn, a fresh one | 
But, supposing there were | 


| county. 


upon the adoption, were ‘‘ The magistrates of the county in quarter sessions | 
assembled ;’’ whereas, the parties on whom the obligation was, by the first 
Act, imposed, were ‘The justices of the peace of any county, Riding, or | 
division, or county of a city, or county of atown.” In Scotland, the parties , 
on whom, under the second Act, the adoption depended, were ‘* The commis- | 
sioners of supply of each county; ”’ whereas, under the first Act, the obliga- 
tion was imposed on ‘*The justices of the peace at a meeting called for the 
purpose by the sheriff of each county, and magistrates of each royal burgh.” 
And in Ireland, the adoption, under the second Act, was with ‘‘The grand | 
jury ;”’ whereas, under the first Act, the obligation was imposed, in certain 
cases, on the town council or town commissioners; in other cases, on the 
justices of boroughs or towns; and, in other cases, on the grand jury of the 
The Legislature has also considered that the proviso would override | 
the whole of the first Act, as they had thought it necessary, in the 24th and | 


| 25th Vict., cap. 79 (which transferred to the Board of Works the carrying out 


meguing of this Act under the former one shall be confirmed and made | 


Mr. W. Saurn: A thing done by law can never be repealed except ex- | 


the Act in the metropolis), expressly to repeal the proviso so far as the | 
metropolis was concerned. 
Mr. Atzertr Suiru: I think that, whichever way we decide, it will have 
to be heard in another place; but we can decide as we think is right. | 
Mr. Wake: If you dismiss this summons, as a matter of course, it can be | 
heard elsewhere. | 
Mr. T. Smrru: That is not very likely, after the decision that has been | 
given. (A laugh.) 
Mr. W. Smiru: If the complainant was dissatisfied, and requested the | 


| company to get his meter stamped, and they put it up again without | 
| stamping it, the case is very strong indeed. 1 


a always, that notwithstanding | 


England, until the magistrates of such county in | 


Mr. Wake: That was not proved. We should never have taken it up to | 
Mr. Barlow to see if he could stamp it, because the Act of Parliament requires 
that the meter shall be so made that it cannot by artificial means be made 
to do wrong, and these can. 

Mr. W. Smirx: But this could be made to do wrong. 

Mr. Wake: People are knocking their heads against the notion that, as a 
meter can be made to register 30 per cent. against the consumer when it is 


| in Mr. Barlow’s shop, where there is only a limited pressure, fixed by the 
| Act of Parliament, it can be made to do it when in use. 


Mr. ALBERT Situ: The framers of this Act, and the Legislature too, in | 
framing the first clause of the 23rd and 24th Victoria, intended that the | 
” of the previous Act, should | 
| the metropolis. 


| Attorney-General, and the Government had promised to bring in a bill next 
| session to settle the doubt and relieve parties in the metropolis from penalties 
| they may have incurred. But what will be the position of the Sheffield Gas 
Supposing this first Act | 
adopted, and the appointment of Mr. Barlow to be good before the passing of | 
the suspending Act, then it would be good now, notwithstanding the passing | 


Mr. Wake: Putting that construction upon it, it amounts to] nothing | 


art of the first clause of the second Act, may preserve his appointment, and | 
egalize what the council have done; but the proviso at the end suspends | 


its jurisdiction ; and, until that is done, this bench has no power to fine any | 


Mr. T. Smiru: If they do it at Mr. Barlow’s, they can do it when in use, 

Mr. Wake: They cannot. 

In answer to an observation from the bench, 

Mr. WaAkE said, Government have, within the last week, undertaken to | 
bring in a bill to get rid of a doubt as to the appointment of inspectors for 
(A laugh.) The present Lord Chancellor, when Attorney- 
General, gave an opinion different from that entertained by the present 


Company? If their hands are to be tied, and they are to be told that every 
time they remove a meter they will be liable to a penalty of £5, the only 
alternative will be to say to their customers—* We are very sorry. We have 
not enough stamped meters. We will take your meter away if you like, but 
you must be where Paddy was when the candle went out.” (Laughter.) If 
the justices will lay down this—that when a meter is removed for the purpose 
ofrepair, and not for the purpose of being tested by the inspector, that it can || 
be put back again in its old place, that is all the company want. 
Mr. ALBERT SmitH : If the magistrates, for the purpose of compositig any- 
thing like bad feeling in Sheffield, were to be called upon to give their | 
opinion, and it could be acted upon, no doubt they would not have much hesi- | 
tation in giving it ; but it is quite clear their decision, legally speaking, does | 
—_ touch that. They merely say that in this case of Mr. Booth’s there was | 
a fixing. 
Mr. Wake: If, after deciding that, the bench would go on to say that, in | 
their opinion, it would not be a fixing which would render the company 
liable to a £5 penalty if the meter was merely removed for the purpose of 





| repairs, we should be satisfied. 


Mr. W. SmirH: Until the second Act was passed, in my opinion what | 
was done under the first was legal, and the second Act could not actually | 


Mr. ALBERT Smiru : If it was a case where repairs were needed, and done 
bond fide, I do not see how you can anticipate that at all. 

Mr. W. Smrru: If a meter were frozen, for instance, and were merely 
taken down to be thawed, it would be right. 

Mr. Wake: If, for future guidance, the bench would intimate an opinion 
that, unless the meter was removed at the request of the consumer because 
he was dissatisfied with it—as in this case—we should not be liable; if they | 


| would say that, if it was merely removed for the purpose of being painted or | 


Mr. AtBert Smiru: If those words over-ride the whole clause, then | 


that will be, it is utterly impossible to tell; but, for the purpose of this petty | 


Mr. ALERT SmitH: I am not prepared to argue that point with you; but | 


Mr. Waxe: If you put the proviso contained in the Ist section of the | 
second Act at the end of the 18th section, it amounts to this, that, if this | 


repaired, or anything of that kind, it could be put back in its place, that | 
would be all we want. 

Mr. ALBERT SmirH: Common sense says so. 

Mr. Wake: Common sense does. If we are told that we can replace a 
meter which has been removed for ordinary purposes, that is all we want. 

Mr. Burcuer: If the water freezes, the meter must be taken down ; but 
that cannot be termed a refixing. If any one is dissatisfied, ard thinks his | 
meter is wrong, and wishes to have a stamped meter, it would be a different | 
thing. 

Mr. Wake: All we want is, to be protected from being liable to an infor- 
mation every time we go, honestly, just to take a meter off, and replace it. 

Mr. W. Smiru: It is very reasonable that you should. 

Mr. ALBERT SMITH suggested an adjournment for a fortnight. 

Mr. T. Smrru objected. | 

Mr. Wake: If you want to fight it, fight. Take your conviction, and I | 
will appeal. There has been an intintation given which is calculated to do a, 
great deal of good in the town. We do not want to oppose the Act of Par- 
liament; we want to obey it; but we do not want to inconvenience the pub- | 
lic, and, at the same time, damage ourselves. If we can only be satisfied , 
that this clause does not meet the removal of a meter for ordinary purposes, | 
that is all we want. 

Mr. ALsert Smitru: I suppose Mr. Smith will give some expression of | 
feeling on the part of his clients, that they will only bring forward such 
cases as this? 

Mr. T. Smrru: My clients are disposed to bring forward any case which 
they, and the public, too, believe to be reasonable and right. They intend | 
to be protected by this Act of Parliament, and they intend to give the con- | 
sumers the full benefit of it. | | 
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Mr. W. Smit: But, in many cases, the meters register against the com- 
| pany, and what is to become of them? 
| Mr. T. Smiru: In that case, the company are entitled to have the meters 
taken to Mr. Barlow, and corrected and stamped; and, if they have any 
| meters of that kind, they should certainly take an early opportunity of having 
‘them stamped and set right. 

Mr. W. Smrru: It shows, however, that some meters are set against the 
consumer, and some against the company. 
| Mr. T, Smirn: It may be to the interest of the gas company to keep a few 
meters which register against them. (Loud laughter.) 
| Mr. Wake: You may be sure we should not select a town councillor, and 
give him a short one if we did. (Renewed laughter.) 

Mr, AtBert Suit: Whether the magistrates would convict in the case to 
which Mr. Wake referred is another thing; but, I have no hesitation in 
saying that if a meter was removed for merely temporary purposes of repair 
and put back again—as we who burn gas know is the constant practice—and 
there was no other object in the movement, I should not be able to advise 
_ the magistrates here, it would be such a fixing as to enable them to convict. 
| Mr. Waxe: That is all the company want. 

Mr. Atsert Smirn: But this case is very different. 
| Mr. T. Smrrm: I believe the parties Iam now acting for will only come 
here upon such cases they believe to be intended to be met by this Act. 
They are not going to come here merely for the purpose of annoying the gas 
company. 
| Mr, AtBerT Smitir: They will not, from any feeling, manufacture such 
cases as Mr. Booth’s? (A laugh.) 

Mr, T. Smiru: If they find a meter register largely against them, and 
choose to have it tested, then they are entitled to do as Mr. Booth has done. 

The case was then adjourned for a fortnight, to give the company time to 
prepare a case for the superior courts, or an appeal, if there should be a 
conviction. 

At the request of Mr. Waker, 

Mr. ALBERT Suitn said: As to the first objection, the bench consider the 
refixing, under the circumstances, a fixing within the Act of Parliament. 
As to the second, they think that the Act was adopted by the council. 
Whether the appointment of the inspector ought to have been at the first 


||meeting after the adoption of the Act, there seems to be very great doubt ; 


|| they are inclined to think it ought. 


With respect to the third objection, 


|| they consider that the words, ‘ except as to things done before the passing 


of this Act,’’ apply to the whole of that Act. 
The parties then left the court. 


Wepnespay, Nov. 27. 
During the magisterial sitting this day, Mr. Albert Smith announced that 


||the charge against the gas company of fixing an unstamped meter on the 


| premises of Mr. A. Booth had been withdrawn. The statement was made on 


|| the authority of a memorandum laid before the bench, signed by the person 


| who had laid the information consenting to the charge being “dismissed.” 





The memorandum was also signed by Mr. Wake, who assented to that course 

'on the part of the gas company. It appears that the information has been 
withdrawn, in consequence of some disagreements amongst the committee of 
gas-fitters, by whom the charge was preferred. 








Misrellancous News. 


| METROPOLIS GAS SUPPLY. 
| Ciry Court or Sewers, GUILDHALL, TUESDAY, NoveMBER 19. 
| 


| Deputy Cristie in the chair, 

Deputy Corney presented a petition from the inhabitants of the ward of 
| Broad Street, praying the court to take into consideration the question of 
{the supply of gas to the City, and the propriety of applying to Parliament 

for exemption from the operation of the Metropolis Gas Act, 1860. The 
| worthy deputy moved that the petition be referred to the special committee 
| on gas. 
Mr. Dr Jersry asked the deputy, whether he did not think the inhabi- 
tants had the remedy for the evils complained of in their own hands? He 
suggested that they should all sign a round robin, pledging themselves not 
to take any more gas from the Great Central Company until the price was 
again reduced to 4s. He wanted to try the question in that way, and he 
thought it would soon bring the company to terms, as they could not exist 
without customers. 

Deputy Corney was afraid it would be cutting off their noses to spite 
their faces. 

The Cuainman said he did not wish to state anything which might 
appear disrespectful to the ward of Broad Street; but, in looking at the 
petition, he found one column of signatures which were all in one hand- 
writing. 

A ComMIsSsIONER suggested that, perhaps, all the petitioners acquired the 
art of writing in the same school. 

Deputy Corney said the ward adopted two petitions, one to this court 
and one to Parliament, and the names had been copied from one to the 
other. 

Mr. Youne thought it was by no means a respectful way of approaching 
the court. 3 ¢ 

Deputy Harrison said if was rather a scrious question, and recom- 
mended that the petition should be withdrawn, as it would only damage 
the cause intended to be served. 

Mr. De Jersey said they might take the petition for what it was worth. 
Two-thirds of the signatures were certainly genuine. 

After some further conversation on the subject, the 
by deputy Corney striking out all the names which 
it from the petition to the House of Commons. 

Dr. ABRAHAM, in seconding the motion to refer the petition to the gas 
committee, said it had emanated from some of the most wealthy and in- 
fiuential firms in the City. He found, amongst others, that it had been 
signed by the managers of the London and Westminster Bank, the London 
Joint-Stock Bank, the City Bank, the Bank of London, Messrs. Jones, 
Loyd, and Co., the National Bank, the Oriental Bank, the Bank of Austra- 
lasia, the Chartered Bank of India, Messrs. Robarts, Lubbock, and Co., the 
Sun Fire and Life Office, the Imperial Assurance, Argus Life Company, 
British and Irish Telegraph Company, trustees of Gresham House, &c., &c. 
These names represented a rateable property of £50,000 a year, which 
showed that the agitation against the rise in the price of gas was not, as 
Alderman Dakin had suggested, a mere pocket question, but was prompted 
by a feeling of disapprobation, on the part of the most influential inhabi- 


po was amended, 
ad been copied into 





, of Mr. Estcourt in the way he had done. 


tants of the City, against the principle which had actuated the gas compa- 
nies in the course they had taken. Referring to a recent debate in that || 
court, he said he felt bound to correct a statement made by the worthy 
alderman, to the effect that Mr. Sotheron Estcourt had declared, after a |! 
minute investigation of the case, that 10 per cent was a fair maximum 
dividend for a gas company to receive. He (Dr. Abraham) had mentioned 
the matter to a friend of his, who was also a friend of the right honourable 
chairman of the parliamentary committee, who told him that he believed 
Mr. Estcourt never made use of such an expression. On referring to the 
JOURNAL oF Gas Licurtne of the 3rd of July, 1860, he found that Mr. 
Hope Scott, who was one of the counsel for the gas companies, addressed || 
the chairman, in the course of the proceedings, and said, “I have one or 
two questions to ask. In the first place, we have heard, I think, for the 
first time to-day, about the 10 per cent. including depreciation.” To this | | 
the chairman replied—* Yes; we said nothing on the former occasion about | | 
depreciation. The way we arrived at 10 per cent. was this: we conceive 5 | | 
per cent. to be a fair interest for money, and the other 5 per cent. may | 
fairly go to meet depreciation. That is the mode we arrived at the 10 per | 
cent. That member of our committee who is most cognizant of commer- | 
cial affairs, and who, I am sorry to say, has been prevented from coming to- | 
| 
! 





day, told us that he thought that a fair mode of dealing with the question. 
Though that is the mode in which we arrive at this decision, we do not lay | 
that down further than this, that whenever you arrive at 10 per cent., that | 
ought to cover your own depreciation.” Turning from the JouRNAL 
or Gas LicuTinG to «a little volume which appeared to have been | 
quite a pocket companion of the worthy alderman, during the last two | 
months, he found a further corroboration of this report, for it appeared that 
on the same day, Mr. Estcourt said, “I think I before stated that we should | 
consider the dividend of 10 per cent. ought to include a depreciation fund.” | 
And this very committee, two or three days afterwards, framed clauses to | 
meet that view in a modified way, and fixed the fair interest for capital | 
invested in gas-works at 8 per cent. asa maximum. Here, therefore, were | 
three distinct proofs that the statement of the worthy alderman was | 
erroneous. The alderman seemed to be labouring under a 10 per cent. 
mania, and was unable to look at the question at all except through that | 
medium. After these proofs, however, he was bound in common fairness | 
and candour to tell the court upon what authority he had used the name} 
The honourable member pro- 
ceeded at length to show that the Great Central Company were not justi- 
fied in raising the price of gas, quoting, as he had previously done, in the 
Court of Common Council, the opinions of some of the witnesses on the 
arbitration between Mr. Croll and the company, in confirmation of his 
statements. He believed the gas consumers of the City were disposed to take 
a liberal view of the case, and to meet the companies by a fair and equitable 
arrangement; but, if it was supposed by the latter, that they could carry 
things with the high hand they were now doing, he could assure them they | 
were much mistaken. The citizens felt that there had been a breach of 


| faith on the part of the company they had brought into existence; and, he 


was bound to tell them that their confederation with the old companies was 
not only the shabbiest, but also the most impolitic and suicidal step they 
could possibly take. 


Alderman Daxtn said, he had been challenged to show upon what 


| authority he had stated that Mr. Estcourt considered 10 per cent. a fair 


| only 
At the usual Weekly Meeting of the Commissioners, held this day—- | with 





dividend fora gas company. In accepting that challenge, he wished to 
recall to the minds of honourable members the course of proceeding on the 
Metropolis Gas Bill before the select committee of the House of Commons. | | 
He considered that a gross injustice had been done to him in the remarks | 
which had been given utterance to in recent debates on this subjeet. Asa | 
commissioner of sewers and a magistrate of the City of London, anxious | | 
to discharge his duties with integrity and honour, he had been charged | 
sanctioning legislation prejudicial to the interests of the citizens behind 
the back of this commission, and without apprising them of what was going | | 
on, so as to enable them to appear and oppose it. He said that anything 
more unjustifiable and unfounded than such a charge it was impossible to | | 
conceive. The commissioners were aware, when this bill was brought for- | 
ward by the delegates of the parishes, what were the provisions it contained. 
They knew, too, that the Great Central was one of the companies enume- 
rated in the preamble, as about to be dealt with by that piece of legislation. | 
They referred the bill to a committee, to whom it must have been perfectly | 
clear that, while it was proposed to place upon the company an obligation | 
to furnish gas of a higher illuminating power than the standard in their own 
Act, it was not intended to allow them any increased price for the same. 
In all equity and justice, the commissioners ought then to have seen that 
this was a piece of injustice about to be done to the company, and they were 
not at liberty to stand by, and allow their contract with the company to be 
interfered with by unjust legislation of the kind. They were very willing, 
however, to see the contract broken to the damage of the company, so long 
as they themselves remained untouched. But could they reasonably sup- 
pose that the company would look on, and allow the House of Commons to 
inflict an injustice upon them, although the Commissioners of Sewers were 
content to pass it over? And then, he would ask, were not the Commis- | 
sioners of Sewersrepresented before the committee of the House of Commons? 
They were represented by their most able parliamentary officer, who abso- 
lutely altered the clauses of the bill, and made it apply to the City of 
London. On what principle of fairness, then, could the attempt be made 
to fasten obloquy on himself for the part he had taken in the matter? He 
complained of it as a great and grievous injustice, and asserted that he was 
not open to any such reproach. Then, again,in the usual ad captandum 
way, it was said that the Great Central Company came forward, and pro- 
mised to supply gas at 4s., to be reduced to 3s. 6d. and 3s. That was the 
naked proposition, but those who made it were bound to tell the whole 
truth. When the company were formed, they stated to the commissioners 
that they were advised they could supply 9}-candle gas at 4s.,and get 10 
per cent. dividend for their shareholders. They also stated that they were 
further advised that, as quantity of consumption had a material bearing 
upon reduction of price, if the citizens would take 400 million feet of gas 
per annum, the price could be reduced to 3s. 6d.; and, if they would in- 
crease the consumption to 600 million, then the price could be reduced to 
3s. But, did the citizens of London comply with the obligation? Did they 
take either of these quantities? Had they in any way supported the com- 
pany, so as to enable them to fulfil their part of the undertaking? They 
had not. They had had gas, not of 94 candles, but of 13 candies illu- 
minating power; but they had neither taken 600 million feet, nor even 
the 400 million feet. Were they justified, therefore, in complaining that the 
company had not made the promised reduction, when they had themselves 
failed in doing that which alone could make the reduction possible? He 
rejoiced that the time was arriving when, before an impartial tribunal, the 
question would be thoroughly investi, ; and, if then it should be declared 
that the company had been guilty of a breach of faith, or a neglect of their 
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obligations, he would cheerfully submit to whatever punishment might be 
imposed. This, he felt confident of, that no committee of the House of 
Commons would take a one-sided view of the question, but would deal 
even-handed justice to the public, and to those whose capital was embarked 
in the heneslows undertaking of gas manufacture. Having made these 
remarks upon the manifest injustice which pervaded the declamatory 
addresses recently made in that court, he would proceed to answer the 
question which had been propounded by the last speaker. The proceedings 
in Parliament on the Metropolis Gas Act began on the 8th of May, 1860. 


committee, of which five were from vestries and district boards. 
of the parishes lasted from the 8th to the 25th of May, during which time, 


twenty-four witnesses were examined, consisting of vestry-clerks, medical 


vincial towns, and ——_ gas-works. The case of the gas companies 
in opposition to the bill was opened by Mr. Hope Scott, on the 4th of June. 
On the following day, two witnesses were examined—viz., the deputy- 
overnor of the Chartered Company, and Mr. Henry, the secretary of the 
Tooctal. At the meeting of the committee on the 7th of June, the chair- 
man made a statement to the parties which, as Mr. Hughes said, showed the 
, opinion of the committee at thattime. Part of that statement was, “ To take 
10 per cent. as a standard of profit on the present price of 4s. 6d., with an 
illuminating power of 12 sperm candles to be test 
not exceeding 500 yards of pipe from the works,” 
Estcourt’s opinion, after hearing all the evidence of the promoters, and only 
a portion of that which would have been offered by the gas companies. 
That was also the opinion of the committee who framed the Gas 
Consolidation Act, in 1847, and coincided with the provision introduced in 





proceedings on the bill went on, and it was proposed, amongst other things, 


| that professional inspectors should be nominated by the Government, and 
| paid by the gas companies—not to investigate complaints as they occurred, | 


| but to go and examine the works of the companies, to pry into their pro- 
| coedings, to report on their method of manufacture, and also to have a 
voice in determining what dividends they should pay. [Dr. ABRAHAM: 
“ Hear, hear.”] It was all very well to say “hear, hear,” but was the 


| honourable member prepared to say that that was a proper principle to | 


, introduce into the commercial transactions of this country ? 

Dr. ABRAHAM: Yes; where there is a monopoly. 

Alderman Dakin would ask whether it was not contrary to the genius of 
| the trade of the country that a centralizing office like this should be created, 
| and that inspectors appointed by the Government should have power to go 
| into a large manufactory, and overhaul the books of the company whenever 


| they chose, and say whether or not they should be allowed to divide a | 
certain amount of profit? He could tell the honourable member that it was a | 


species of inquisition, which the gas companies of the metropolis were not 
prepared to submit to, and which he was persuaded, if it were attempted in 


diated. The honourable member had endeavoured to show that the increased 
obligations laid upon the companies did not justify the increase which they 
had made in price. That would be matter for discussion in another 
place; but, he might tell the learned doctor that, from his experience, the 
operation of the new Act had been such as to require the company which 
he represented altogether to change the character of their manufacture; 
that, when they made their fresh contracts for coals in August last, 


quality; and that, for the first time since he had 
with gas-making, they had been obliged to secure the delivery of a 
large quantity of cannel coal. It was found necessary to use 10 per 
cent. of cannel, in order to bring their gas > to the new standard; 
and this was not only an additional expense to the company in the pur- 
chase of the article, but entailed upon them a loss in the diminished value 
of residual products. The question of additional illuminating power was, 
therefore, a much larger one than that of 1d. per candle. 


well to talk of 1d. per candle when going from 9 to 12, because the same 
description of coal was employed in the manufacture; but, in going beyond 
that standard, the rule would not obtain. The worthy alderman then, at 
some length, referred to the provisions of the Metropolis Gas Act, pointing 
out the protection which the limitation of dividend, the arbitration in case 


warned the last speaker, and others who were taking a prominent part in 
the present agitation, that the partial declamatory statements whic 
being from time to time made, would have no influence upon the impartial 
tribunal to which the commissioners had resolved to appeal, that they were 
not calculated to improve the temper of those against whom they were 
directed, and could have but one effect, that of post 
period when a reduction in the price of gas might otherwise be looked for. 

Deputy Farrer said, he was quite sure the worthy alderman desired 
only to state the truth, and would be obliged to any one who would correct 
an error into which he had fallen. In the course of his speech, Alderman 
Dakin said that the Remembrancer attended the committee of the House of 
Commons as representing the Commissioners of Sewers, and altered some 
— in the Metropolis Gas Bill, so as to make it applicable to the City of 

ondon. 

Alderman DAxk1n said, what he intended to say was, that the Remem- 
brancer attended in his place, and altered one of the clauses which made 
the bill suitable to the City of London. He adapted that clause by making 


berlain. 

Deputy Farrer said, the statement at the time made quite a different 
impression upon his mind, and when he heard it he left the court, and 
sought an interview with the Remembrancer, who assured him that he did 
not attend on the part of the commissioners, but that he received instruc- 
tions from the Court of Aldermen to appear for them, and obtain for the 
magistrates in the City the same power that other magistrates possessed. 


the reason why the commissioners did not think it necessary to interpose 
for the protection of their constituents. 

Deputy Harrison said, he had heard with pain the statement made by 
Alderman Dakin, that the commissioners were repudiating, or wished to 
alter the terms of a contract into which they had entered with the Great 
Central Company. He regretted, also, to hear him state that that contract 
was contingent upon the company obtaining a dividend of 10 per cent. It 
appeared to him to be a strange construction to put upon the contract; it 
was extending it to matters with which the court never pledged themselves 
in the slightest degree. He was perfectly well aware of all the circum- 








No less than twenty-six petitions against the bill were referred to the | 
The case | 


according to the authority which Dr. Abraham had quoted, no less than | 


officers, gas engineers, and physicians, besides several witnesses from pro- | 


uarterly, at a distance | 
his was Mr. Sotheron | 
lauses | 


| Many special Acts since that period. After that expression of opinion, the | 


matters affecting the citizens at large, would be most indignantly repu- | 


they were obliged to obtain tenders for the supply of a much higher | 
been connected | 


If the honourable | 
member consulted the best authorities, he would learn that it was all very | 


of disagreement with the local authorities as to rise in price, &c. gave to | bind the company, by its corporate seal, to insert in the Act the several 


the consumers, against any misdoings on the part of the companies. He | 


were | 


ning, indefinitely, the | Company. There was not a word in it about “candles,” sperm or wax. 


| The company were bound to that proposition, and, if he had been a party 


the penalties receivable under the Act, in the City, payable to the cham- | (py, longer you agitate, the worse it will be for you; if you go to Parliament, 


The fact was, the bill, as introduced, did not affect the City, and that was | 


stances, and the conditions were those which he would mention. On be- 
half of the company, he had the pleasure to move, in that court, the origina] 
resolution, upon which all the subsequent proceedings were based. The 
com then said, “If you will give us permission to lay down our pipes 
in the City of London, we will undertake to supply you with gas at a 
maximum price of 4s.; and, when our supply amounts to 2 given quantity, 
the price shall be reduced to 3s. 6d., and ultimately to 3s.” 
derman Dakin: It was only 9}-candle gas. 

Deputy Harrison said he felt, as every other Englishman would do, that 
the finger of scorn would be pointed at him if he was a party to repudiate a 
contract entered into with this company; and, therefore, he was bound to 
assert, that there was no contract with them and the commission as to 
dividend at all. The members of that court were incapable of breaking 
a contract of that kind, and he very much regretted that the charge had 
been made. 

Alderman Dakxrn said, he did not make that charge against the commis- 
sion. What he had said was, that when the a Gas Bill was 
brought before the court to be examined, they found that it did not affect 
their rights and privileges; but they overlooked the fact that, as far as the 
company were concerned, it required of them additional obligations, while 
compelling them still to supply gas at 4s. Upon that state of things, he 
had asked whether it was to be wondered at, that the company should 
interpose to protect their own interests. 

Deputy Harrison said, when they came to discuss the worthy alderman’s 
statements one by one, they were not quite so strong as his manner im- 
plied. The question at issue now, however, was not the recent parliamen- 
tary inquiry, but the original contract of the Great Central Com- 
pany with the Commissioners of Sewers, which he (Deputy Harrison) 
| contended was for gas at 4s. 

Alderman Dakin repeated that that was for 9} candle gas. 

Deputy Harrison said he would try the issue at once, and called for the 
production of the contract. 

The CHAIRMAN said that it could not be produced at that meeting, as, 
| owing to the rebuilding of the commissioner’s rooms, the papers were all in 
a state of disturbance. 

Deputy Harrison asked that it might be produced to the next court; 
and said that, as he was on the special gas committee, he would take care 
to have the whole of the facts before them. He thought the contract should 
be posted up at the Royal Exchange and Charing Cross, that every one 
might knowits contents. The commissioners, he was sure, required nothing 
more than they had bargained for, and, he hoped, they would be content 
with no less, except by way of compromise. He had a great deal to do 
with the gas question ten years ago, when he felt something like the cham- 
pion of the City, in that court. He deeply regretted that the results of that 
movement had been lost within so short a period; but he warned the gas 
companies that this question would be mooted at every meeting of the 
| commissioners until a satisfactory arrangement was again come to. It 
| must not be supposed that this movement was all on the surface. From 
what he had seen, though he had not taken an active part in recent pro- 
ceedings, there was a depth and character about all the memorials and 
representations made on the subject, which demanded the most earnest 
attention on their parts. It was sometimes said that names could be got to 
any kind of petition; but not such names as those now befure the court. 
He pledged himself, as a member of the committee, to seek some further 
information as to the statements of the worthy alderman, and hoped, for 
his sake, they would be borne out by the facts. 

Mr. De Jersey said he held in his hands a copy of a petition presented 
by the last speaker to this court on behalf of the Great Central Company, 
in which he found the following allegations:—“ That the City Gas Com- 
pany and the Chartered Gas Company were permitted, many years since, 
| under contract with your worshipful court, to lay down their pipes through- 
| out the City. That the consumers of the City, unable to obtaina reduction 
of price by other means, resolved to unite, and redress their own grievances 
in their own way. They, therefore, formed a powerful company, to lay 
down pipes, and to supply themselves. That this company is now incorpo- 
rated, and consists of a few capitalists, and upwards of 700 gas consumers, 
who have subscribed a capital equal to the supply of the entire City.” If 





| the latter statement were true, then the statement which they heard the 


other day about the £75,000 was not correct. And what was the offer 
which the company, bond fide, he supposed, made at that time? He specially 
called attention to the words of it: “ That the directors likewise offer to 


clauses proposed by your worshipful court during the last session. They 
have also introduced into the bill enactments to the following effect :— 
That the gas to be supplied shall be superior in purity and illuminatiog 


| power to the gas in common use; that the price of the gas to the consumer 


shall never exceed 4s. per 1000 cubic feet.” This was not something sug- 
gested by the Commissioners of Sewers, but an offer from the Great Central 


to it, he should have felt that nothing on earth could release him from its 
obligations. The worthy alderman complained of declamatory statements, 
but he seemed to forget, in his own addresses, the motto which he, in 
common with others, had lately adopted, “ Defence—not defiance.” Those 


| who were opposed to him in this matter stood upon that ground; they only 


asked that the company should do what they promised. But “ No,” said 


| the alderman; “ you may stand on your ‘defence;’ my conduct is ‘defiance.’’ 
| And how did he showit? Although he spoke in the most talented, amiable, 


and courteous manner, he had never made a speech, in connexion with this 
controversy, in which he had not said, in effect, to the consumers of gas: 


you will spend your money, and gain nothing; you will only postpone the day 
| when a reduction of price will be possible; therefore, do not agitate. Ten 
years make all the difference. It is true that ten years ago we were 
| brought in on the shoulders of agitation, but agitation in 1851 and 1861 are 
| two different things. You may agitate to benefit some parties, but not 
| others.” All he (Mr. De Jersey) could say was, that agitation was either 
right or wrong. If it were wrong, then the Great Central Company cught 
| not to exist at all—it ought to be blotted out of creation. But, if agitation 
| were right, it was right to remedy wrong. The wrong attempted to be 
| remedied in 1851, was the attempt at extortion by the old companies, who 
were charging double the price they ought to have done. The wrong they 
| were now attem vay bo remedy was one which he had already characterized 
as iniquitous. The Metropolis Gas Bill was brought in to obtain a certain 


object, and, upon examination by their legal officers, was found not in the 
slightest degree to affect them. But, by some little subterfuge, and a great 
| act of cunning by and between whom he knew not, the bill, behind their 


backs, was made to include the City. It was a fraud upon the citizens cf 
'Loxson. In 1851, the Great C :stral Company had the confidence of the 


























i!did reduce their dividends to a considerable extent. 


:| they could be met in a fair spirit he would be delighted to sce an end of 


|| why they should interpolate another against the consumers. 
|; Central Company had only been content to stand upon their original Act 
tie : ee : 

of Parliament, this bill never would have been passed. 
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citizens, and rose into power upon the fact that they were inimical to the 
fother companies. No two bodies of men could be more antagonistic; in 
fact, the new company were cutting the throats of the others, and 

It did not look 
lwell at this time of day, that those who were the bosom friends of 
{the consumers should withdraw themselves from the’r confidence and 
| join the ranks of the enemy. His motto was, “ peace not war,” and if 


| the present strife. But he warned the companies that the citizens would 
|not be intimidated by threats, but would hold them to their engagements. 
|The worthy alderman had spoken of the proposed appointment of the 
| inspectors in the bill as a wrong to the companies. Perhaps it was; but, 
| becanse they struck out one wrong against themselves, there 7 no reason 

f the Great 


The worthy alder- 


|’ man threw down the gauntlet, and, therefore, he would boldly assert the fact 


i 


|| price could not be justified on the ground o 


| 
| 





| The CHarrMAN: Yes. 
| 
! 
| 
| 
} 


| that, but for the three companies combining together, the bill never would 
| have been passed. The promoters of the bill were only too happy to get 
| their £7000 or £10,000 allowed them: and, then, it was “ the devil take the 
hindmost.”” The gas companies took up the bill, and it was now their Act, 
and theirs only. The present agitation was entirely owing to the act of 
the company; they had induced it by a line of conduct utterly at variance 
| with their own written statements, and he heped it would not cesse until 
right had been done to all parties. 

Mr. SaunpeErs said the company, accordin 

| a series cf years, been supplying 15-candle 


g to their own records, had, for 
and, therefore, the rise in 
the increased obligation in 
respect of illuminating power, which, it was alleged,the Act of 186% created, 








|| Mr. Youne said the Remembrancer seemed to have been placed in a very 





curious position in this matter. He was the ofiicer of the Court of Alder- 
| men, the Common Council, and this commission. Acting on behalf of the 
| latter, he assured them that the Metropolis Gas Bill did not affect the City; 


| and, as the officer of the Court of Alderinen of the City, he was afterwards 


| ealled upon to alter a clause in it, so as to preserve the privileges of the 
| City magistrates. At that time, he must have known that the interests of 
; the consumers were in peril, and should have informed the commissioners 
| that they might have taken action in the matter. It certainly seemed as if 
there was neglect somewhere. 

The CuHarrMan said, in the absence of the Remembrancer, lie felt it his 
duty to state to the court that there was no dereliction of duty on his part. 
The bill was brought before the cominissioners, and reierred by them to 
the general purpose committee to examine. ‘The committee thought it 
desirable that the Remembrancer should be present, aud he (the chairman) 
asked that officer to attend, becausc his own strong impression was, that 

' the provisions of the bill did apply to the City as well as to the metropolis 
generally. But, upon looking at it clause by be fi 





y clause, it seemed to be framed 
upon the model of the Great Centra] Act, with the exception that it required 
i2Z sperm-candle gas to be supplied for 4s. per 10¢ The City had had 
12-candle gas at that price, as was certified by the medical officer, and the 
committee, understanding that that was the case, considered it useless te go 
to Parliament, as the bill would not benefit them in any way. As the bill 
travelled through the House, it got into a different shape altogether, and 
then the court, not having petitioned against it in its earlier stages, were 
debarred by the standing orders from opposing it. 

Deputy Harrison hoped the chairman would have the minutes of the 
| court produced on the next occasion, that the exact terms of the contract 
| With the Great Central Company might be understood. 
| Dr. ABRAHAM said, the chairman had not informed the court that the 
| provisions of the Metropolis Gas Bill, were found by the committee not to 
| apply to the City. 

The CuarrMan said the Remembrancer advised the committee that they 
| 
| 








would apply to the City, and the report of the committee was, that the 





ild give to the metro- 
cainst 


citizens had already got everything that the bill 
| polis at large, and, therefore, they need not petition : 

Mr. Youne: Did the Remembrancer inform you of his a 
part of the Court of Aldermen? 











plication on the 





The motion was then put and carried. 
QUARTERLY REPORT ON THE GREAT CENTRAL COMPANY'S GAs. 

Dr. Lernepy made the following report :— 

I beg to report that 276 examinations have been made of the illumin: 

the quarter; 1] 

d iy 


ft 
1 Finsbury Square. 





of the Great Central gas, as supplied to the City during 


} 










were made at the laboratory of the London Iospita 
The mean results were that, at the former place, the i nating power of the gas 
was equal to 12°34 standard sperm candles, or 14°10 wax; and at the latter, 11°98 
sperm, or 13°69 wax. Since the Ist ef October, the power has been about one 
candle higher than this; it has risen, in fact, from an average of 10°73 sperm to 13, 
| and this has been the average of the last six weeks. ‘These results show that, for 
| the whole quarter, the mean illuminating power of t has been a 
| than 21 per cent. above the requirements of the Great Central Act; and that, since 
the Ist of October last, it has been nearly 24 per cent. above the standard of that 
Act, and rather more than 8 per cent. above the requirements of the Metropolis Gas 
Act of 1860. 

The gas has been free from sulphuretted hydrogen and from excess of ammonia. 
In these respects, therefore, it has been equal to the standard quality of the last- 
named Act of Parliament. 

THE CARBURATING PROCESS AND THE PULLIC LIGHTING CONTRACT. 

Mr. Haywoop, the engineer of the commission, read the following report 
on the refcrence to himself and Dr. Letheby in Cctober last:— 

To the Honourable the Commissioners of Sewers of the City of London. 
Sewers Office, Guildhall, Nov. 19, 1861. 

Gentlemen,—We beg to report that we have carefully considered the subject of 
reference of the 15th of October last, which was to the following effect :— 

* Resolved,—That it be referred to the engineer and medical ofticer of health to 





n 














to the increased illuminating power of the gas to be supplied, and to the possibility 
of carburating the gas by the process of the Carburating Company.” 

Before considering the general conditions of a contract, it is necessary, firstly, to 
obtain the determination of your honourable board to the leading principles upon 
which the contract should be framed, and it is to those we now specially address 
ourselves, 

As regards that portion of the reference which relates to the possible reduction of 
the consumption of gas in the street lamps, we are of opinion that, if the carburating 
process is not applied, the increase of the illuminating power proposed by the Metro- 
polis Gas Act of 1861 does not render it expedient to diminish the amount of gas to 
be supplied at the burners of the public lamps ; and that the contract should there- 
fore remain as heretofore in this respect, unless the companies alter the quality of 
the present supply, and furnish cannel gas to the public lamps as the Act of Parlia- 
ment empowers them to do—under which circumstances, it will be necessary to re- 
adjust the contract and mode of supply accordingly. 

With regard to the carburating process, we are of opinion, from the data obtained 





| who was, at that time, chairman of the London Gas Company, with a great 


ittle more | 


| content. provided gas was secured to them in continuance at 4s. per 1000 


consider the conditions of the contracts for public lighting, having special reference | which they had hoped to enjoy for all time. 





by the laboratory experiments quoted in the report to the commission of the 30th of ! plant, and obtain power to extend the repayment of that money over thirty 


July last, and the experiments made on the public lamps in Moorgate Street during 
the months of June and July last, that the process of carburation appears to be 
capable of economizing the use of gas in the public lamps to the extent of from 40 
to 50 per cent. This conclusion is founded on the assumption that the best quality 
of naphtha is to be used—namely, a naphtha which will give to the gas continuously 
a proportion of about 10 grains of volatile hydrocarbon to each cubic foot of gas: 
these being the average results of the laboratory experiments. If an inferior kind 
of naphtha be employed, the results will be Jess satisfactory, for the laboratory 
experiments show that a naphtha yielding 4 grains of volative hydrocarbon will 
increase the illuminating power of the gas to only about from 15 to 20 per cent. 

It is manifest, therefore, that the practical efficacy of these results will be entirely 
dependent on the perfection of the apparatus and the quality of the naphtha, and 
we are of opinion that these essential conditions can enly be secured, during the 
earlier application of the process, by an arrangement with the Carburating Company 
for the supply of the apparatus and the naphtha, as also for the maintenance of the 
same in complete working order, according to the terms of a contract founded on 
the preceding data—namely, that a burner consuming 3 feet of the naphthalized gas 
per hour, shall give continuously the light of a burner consuming 5 feet per hour of 
the same gas, not naphthalized, and, to secure this, the naphtha should be of such 

uality as to furnish continuously not less than 7 grains of volatile hydrocarbon to| 
each cubic foot of the gas. If the company is willing to undertake such a contract 
upen suitable terms, we see no difficulty in the practical application of the system. 

If these suggestions are adopted, it will be necessary to contract both with the} 
gas companies and the Carburating Company ; the terms of such contracts, which | 
should have due relation to cach other, must be a matter of future consideration.— 
We remain, &c., (Signed) W. Haywoop, 
Hi. Lerneny, 








On the motion of Deputy Harrison, seconded by Mr. Youna, the report 
was ordered to be printed and circulated among the members. It was also 
referred to the special gas committee for consideration. 


Tuespay, Noy. 26. 

Deputy WuirEstpE presented a memorial from the inhabitants of the 
ward of Aldgate, complaining that the power given to the gas companies by | 
the Metropolis Gas Act, 1860, to substitute cannel coal-gas at 7s. 6d. per| 
1000 feet, for ordinary coal-gas, at 4s. Gd. per 1000 feet, might prove seriously 
oppressive and detrimental to the gas consumers, and should not have been | 
conceded to the gas companies; that the combination of the Great Central| 
Company with the Chartered Gas Company and the City of London Gas| 
Company to raise the price of gas to 4s. 6d. per 1000 feet, was not justified | 
by any reasons as yet stated by the Great Central Company, to whom, for| 
the last ten years, the consumers of the City had looked for protection | 
against a return to those exorbitant charges for gas made by the other gas 
ecmpanies, before the Great Central Company was admitted into the City; 
and that such combination was a breach of faith with the gas consumers, 
and open to the gravest censure. The petitioners further complained that 
the conditions necessary to furnish legal proof of the supply of bad gas 
were such, that under the Act the companies would be able to change the 
quality of the gas before the testing could be effected, and thus the penal- 
ties of the Act would be avoided. In conclusion, they asked the commis- 
sioners to take the whole question of the gas supply to the City under their 
consideration, and also the propriety of applying to Parliament for an 
amended Act, or for the exemption of the City from the provisions of the 
Metropolis Gas Act, 1860, or of adopting such other measures as in the 
opinion of the court might be deemed necessary. In moving the reference 
of the memorial, to the special cominittee on gas matters, the honourable 
member said he had been a consumer of gas in the City for thirty-five 
years, and had lived long enough to see that the directors of gas compa- 
nies were always ready to take advantage of everything for the benefit of 
themselves and their shareholders. Recent events had shown that, even before 
the passing of the Act of 1860, they were ready to combine amongst themselves 
to raise the price to the consumers, and he believed the only effective 
means of frustrating these combinations, and putting an end to the frequent 
agitations which they gave rise to, was for the corporation to manufacture 
its own gas for the public lighting of the City. He looked back to the year 
1838, when there was even a stronger agitation on the gas question than 
there had ever been since. It was the year before he became connected 
with that court, and he remembered being associated with a committee for 
the purpose of promoting that agitation. The present City solicitor, who 
did not, then, hold the office he now filled, was a strong advocate for 
obtaining a reduction in the price of gas, and introduced Mr. Spottiswoode, 





desire that he should obtain the necessary authority for laying down the 
mains of that company in the City. The matter was brought before this 
court, but the sanction of the commissioners was not obtained. Ten or 
eleven years afterwards, a second agitation arose, and was more successful 
in its results, as at that time the Great Central Company were established, 
which promised to do more for the citizens than Mr. Spottiswoode was able 
to offer. Whether the agitation at that time was more powerful he could 
not say; certainly it was more influential, for the new company obtained 
the consent of the Commissioners of Sewers to lay down their pipes, and 
were also assisted in obtaining an Act of Parliament, to secure the advan- 
tages which they promised to the City. From 1849 to 1861, that company 
had supplied gas under the conditions entered into with the commissioners 
at a much less price than was formerly paid for it. The recent legislation 
on the metropolitan gas supply, had given the Great Central Company a 
power which they readily availed themselves of to raise the price of gas, 
and secure greater advantages to their own shareholders. He entertained 
the opinion now that he had done all along, and he believed the corpora- 
tion would have to come to it at last, viz.,that they ought to become 
proprietors of gas-works themselves. When the question was before them 
in 1849, it was not considered needful, inasmuch as the Great Central Com- 
pany stepped in between the consumers and the high-priced gas companies, 
and the commissioners and the public thought they might very well be 


feet. They had, however, been deceived—perhaps not intentionally so— 
and had reaped only the advantage of cheap gas during ten or twelve years 
He felt that, if they should 
now sit down contentedly with gas at 4s. 6d., they might look forward toa 
much shorter period than ten years for an additional increase in charge, 
and a renewal of the agitation. Without, therefore, reflecting upon the gas 
companies, or saying anything disrespectful of those who represented them, 
it would be better to take the necessary steps for supplying their own 
street-lamps, and also the inhabitants, if it was deemed advisable, with gas. 
He believed that that was the only thing that would satisfy the public 
generally, and secure a uniform charge for gas. He would not say how 
much it could be made for, but he believed it could be supplied for less 
than 4s. It was just as easy for the commissioners to go to Parliament for 
powers to make gas themselves, as fora bill to exempt them from the 
operation of the Act of last session, What they would have to do, would 
be to borrow the money necessary to create and establish the works and 
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' pay back both the principal and interest out of the £10,000 or £12,000 they 
‘now paid for lighting the public lamps. If they could do so, what would 
| be the effect? Why, that they coul supply the consumers of the City 
| with gas at just what it cost for making, and for wear and tear, and use of 
| works and plant. Whether that would be 1s, 6d. or 2s. per 1000 feet, he 
| was not about to say; but it did appear to him, that it was fair to suppose 
| that, if they could pay the principal and interest back in forty years, they 


suggesting that they should sell gas at a profit. It would be a public act, 
| by a public body, and they would want no profit—nothing, indeed, beyond 
, what was sufficient to defray their expenses. He did not know whether it 
would be said that this was a novel idea—— 
| Mr. Water: No; at Rochdale they do it. 
Deputy WHITESIDE said, he knew several places where the corporations 


and he believed that, in all those cases, they had had no reason to regret it. 
He believed it was not a thing which the Legislature would refuse to 


convinced that they would never get the question fairly and equitably 
settled until they did. 
| Dr. ABRAHAM seconded the motion, and said he did not see why gas 
could not be manufactured in London by the corporation, on behalf of the 
citizens, as well as elsewhere. In Manchester, they not only paid d per 
cent. upon the capital, but they had a very large surplus, which they laid 
out every year on public improvements, such as widening streets, decreasing 
the amount of charges on the rates; and, while doing this, they charged 
the gas consumers only 3s. 103d. per 1000 feet. This they were doing 
at the present moment. (No,no.) He referred the gentleman who said 
“No, no,” to the printed report of last year, and he would find that what he 
had stated with regard to Manchester was perfectly correct. There it was 
entirely a corporation affair. There was very considerable opposition 
raised against the principle of the establishment of that concern; and the 
present Lord Derby, when he was Lord Stanley, made pretty nearly his 
maiden speech in the House of Commons in advocating the establishment 
of that very company. It had gone on flourishing ever since, and they had 
laid out enormous sums of money, something, he believed, like £200,000, 
since its establishment, in public improvements in Manchester. It was a 
common thing for them to lay out £5000, £6000, £7000, and £8000 a year 
in public improvements, after making 5 per cent. interest upon the capital, 
and charging 3s, 103d. for the gas. Surely what was practicable there 
was practicable here, if they chose to carry it into practice. He wished 
to call the attention of the court to one of the allegations in the petition 
—that the great Central Company had not justified the steps they had 
taken in reference to the recent increase of price. He held in his hands 
the original contract entered into between the Great Central Company 
‘and that commission, and what was it as bearing upon this question? 
| The clauses of that contract, he begged to remind them, were afterwards 
| intreduced into an Act of Parliament, and his friend Deputy Harrison had 
before him the original petition which the company presented to the Court 
of Sewers, asking permission to lay down pipes in the City of London. The 
| contract was made upon that petition, and there was one clause in it that 
'seemed to be so plain, that scarcely his friend the alderman’s deputy 
(Deputy Elliott) could raise any doubt about it; although that gentleman, 
in his warm advocacy of the cause of the alderman, imagined that nobody 
spoke the truth but the alderman himself. In the contract, a clause was 
introduced, providing that the gas to be supplied by the Great Central 
Company to the consumers, should be superior both in purity and illumi- 
nating power to that in use at the time when the resolution was passed ; 
and, for the gas so supplied, the price was “never to exceed 4s. per 1000 
cubic feet, and to be reduced to 3s. 6d. and 3s. per 1000 cubic feet as soon 
as the consumption thereof should enable the company to make the reduc-. 
tion out of the excess of profit, after paying a dividend to the shareholders 
of 10 per cent. per annum.” Those who had witnessed the course of the 
Great Central Company would be curious to know what signatures there 
' were to this contract. He found here the name of “Thomas Dakin” as one of 
' the original contractors with the commission; therefore, it was impossible 
that the worthy alderman could be ignorant of the nature of the contract. 
He (Dr. ‘Selene had no delicacy in speaking in these terms in the 
absence of the worthy alderman, for he might have been present if he had 
,chosen. Now, he would suppose that the old contract was in existence, and 
that this new Act was passed; and, as it placed greater obligations upon the 
company, that therefore they were entitled to some increased remuneration 
in respect to it—that the proper way would have been for them to have 
presented themselves to the court, and asked for some additional remune- 
ration in consequence of this new state of things, and this application 
would have been honourably and generously met by the court. But, what 
was the amount that they would have been fairly entitled to under the 
new Act of Parliament? From the evidence of Mr. Innes, Mr. Spice, and 
Mr. Hawksley, who was a host in himself, and was most thoroughly 
‘acquainted with gas manufacture, it appeared that one penny for every 
additional candle was all that could have been asked for. He, therefore, 
would not admit that the company had performed their engagement 
honourably with the citizens of London, when they came in under 
one pretence, and then, in order to get increased profit, coalesced and 
confederated with the two other companies to make the citizens of Lon- 
don pay 4s. 6d. instead of 4s. per 1000 feet for their gas, because they 
could not show that they were entitled, after looking at all the circum- 
stances of the ease, to more than 4s. 2d. Then,as to the 40th clause of 
‘the Metropolis Gas Act, which the worthy alderman said was a security 
jand protection to the consumers of the City, he (Dr. Abraham) said that 
, the companies might raise the price to 4s. 6d., and even as high as ds. 6d. 
| But the worthy alderman said, “ No; the local authorities may object, and 
the matter must be referred to arbitrators.” But he forgot some extra- 
|| ordinary words in that clause, which said that companies could not raise 
| the price “ unless there has been such increase in the cost of the gas, or any 
|other circumstances afiecting the company.” When he (Dr. Abraham) 
asked the Remembrancer to give him the legal definition of the words, 
| any other circumstances affecting the company,” that gentleman replied 
|; that “they were most unusual words, and it would be difficult to say what 
j they might not be made to include.” Why, they embraced all the debts 
and liabilities of the company. And, if the Great Central Company could 
| show that they had not enongh to pay their debts, and afterwards 10 per 
cent. dividend, the arbitrators could not say, “ You shall not raise the price 
lof gas.” They must act according to law; the Act gave the company 10 
| per cent., after they had paid their debts and liabilities: and this, in his opi- 
| nion, through all sorts of management—good, bad, and indifferent—and all 
Sorts of losses that might arise, was monstrous, because, in addition, the 
| Consumers would not only have to pay all these expenses, but would havg 











| 
or forty years. He had not the slightest doubt that they would be able to ; to make their dividend 10 per cent. for six years back. He challenged any 
' one to deny these facts, and, until Deputy Elliott had denied them, he (Dr. 


' would be able to supply consumers at 2s. per 1000; because, he was not | 


| tion lately, that the address of Dr. Abraham was entire surplusage. No 


| that course be taken, without raking up this large question again and again? 
had taken up the supply of gas, instead of its being done by companies; | 


sanction, if the commission could be induced to set about it; and he was | 


Abraham) said that he was not justified in saying that his addresses were 
mere rhetoric, without any foundation in fact and verity. He hoped he 
would feel that he was under an obligation to retract this statement, or to 
make out the truth of the assertion he had made. Dr. Abraham concluded 
+ manta the reference of the memorial to the committee, to consider 
and report. 

_Deputy Extrorr said the last speaker had made such pointed allusion to 
him that he was bound to say something; otherwise, it would appear that 
he considered himself settled by the speech they had just heard. Such was 
not the case; but he did think the court had had so much of the gas ques- 


doubt, the memorial would be referred to a committee, and why not let 


He would just say, in self-justification, that he had made himself exceedingly 
unpopular by the part he had taken with regard to this matter, but he had 
preferred what seemed to him to be justice and fair dealing, to mere popu- 
lar laudation. The last speaker had strangely coupled his name with that 
of Alderman Dakin. The worthy alderman had very kindly conferred 
upon him the honour of being his deputy, and he would, to the best of his 
ability, do all that belonged to the office. But, if the alderman were pre- 
sent, he would tell the honourable member that there was no man in the 





, Court of Common Council, from the year 1849, when he (Mr. Elliott)! 


became a member of it, up to a very recent time, who had been more deter- | 


minedly and decidedly opposed to almost all the opinions, and all the con-| 
scientious (as he believed they were) measures which the alderman had 
adopted, than he had been. There was no member of the court who could| 
carry his recollection back, who did not know the determined, resolute, and | 
almost fierce opposition, which he had carried on against the Great Central | 
Company. Every one knew that he was actuated by a pure sense of public! 
good, which, whether it were right or wrong, overlapped his opposition to! 
that company. He believed that that company was based upon the most | 
false and almost fraudulent statements. The most outrageous statements | 
were made to various public bodies, and upon those statements, which the| 
parties themselves, eating their own words, had since admitted were not 
true, the company was established. They had declared in evidence before} 
the House of Lords that they never intended to make gas at the| 
price, but that certain popular, reform, political agitators said, * You must | 
say that, and stick to it.” And these agitators were right well paid for it—! 
not as well paid for it as they expected; but, some thousands had found| 
their way into the pockets of certain rhetorical agitators for getting up that | 
company, which was based upon the most scandalous statements. He} 
(Deputy Elliott) supported the company now, because he thought they} 
were not having fair play. All the doctrines of political economy which} 
had been broached, were “ bosh” when attempted to be applied to public com-| 
panies, either gas or water, for they would be sure to cheat, if they could 
not get a fair profit. This company had not, hitherto, had a fair profit but! 
now, as under the new Act of Parliament there was the opportunity given, | 
he would say, let them have it. There was one statement with regard to 
Manchester, which he believed was as full of error as any statement ever 
made to a body of men. It had been said that the Manchester corporation | 
made their own gas, supplied it cheap to the consumers, and had a good, 
profit over to pay for public improvements. Such was not the case, for| 
during the sixteen or seventeen years that gas had been thus sold to the! 
consumers of Manchester, it had been 30, 25, 20, and 6 per cent. higher than | 
was charged to the people of Liverpool, who bought their gas in the way| 
it always should be bought, viz., from those whose proper business it was| 
to make it. In no portion of all that period—except during the last two! 
years—had the people of Manchester had so cheap as it had been sup- 
plied at Liverpool. 

Dr. ABRAHAM said it should be remembered that the gas supplied at 
Manchester was cannel coal-gas. 

Deputy Extiorr said the report which he regretted he had not brought 
with him, showed that when Liverpool was paying 4s. and 4s. 6d., Man- 
chester was paying 6s. and 6s. 6d. per 1000 ‘feet; and that, during a 
considerable portion of that time, Liverpool gas had had a higher illumina- 
ting power than Manchester gas. So much for this boasted example. But 
he did not think the corporation of London or the Commissioners of Sewers 
would again be caught interfering with any kind of manufacture or specu-| 
lation. Their experience in connexion with the Metropolitan Railway had/ 
taught them pretty well what it was—£200,000 having been thrown away in| 
that long tank or tunnel, their interest in which was now only worth| 
£100,000. The same lamentable results would follow if they attempted to| 
start a gas company. Let them see to the management of their own affairs, | 
and confine their attention to their proper duty, leaving the manufacture of} 
gas, and the supply of water, and other suchlike services, to the people who! 
understood them, and whose interest it was to undertake them. Let their] 
maxim be—“ Live, and let live.” | 

Deputy Lorr said, like his friend on the other side of the room, he was 
one who opposed the formation of the Great Central Company for similar 
reasons to those already stated, and others known only to himself. The! 
company were, however, successful, and had carried out the wishes of the 
citizens in supplying them with cheaper gas. A bill had since been passed | 
by Parliament, by which they were enabled to raise the price. That bill) 
was not opposed by the commissioners, as it should have been, and he was 
at a loss to understand why it was not brought to their remembrance at the} 
time. The commissioners had now given notice of their intention to apply | 
in the next session for a repeal of that Act. Such being the case, he would| 
like to ask, why it was that Tuesday after Tuesday the time of the court! 
was occupied with long orations about gas, to the obstruction of other busi-| 
ness? One day, Aldgate petitioned against the rise in the price of gas; the | 
next day, it was Bishopsgate—“ the mixture as before;” then, Broad Street! 
—“ the draught to be repeated,” usque ad nauseam. 

Deputy Harrison expressed his great surprise at the remarks of the two 
previous speakers who had addressed the commission, for he found, upon 
referring to the records of the court, in December, 1849, that Deputy Elliott 
moved, and Deputy Lott seconded, a resolution for referring it to a select 
committee to examine and report upon the best means by which the City 
of London could be supplied with gas at 4s. per 1000 cubic feet. On that 
day, he (Deputy Harrison) presented to the court the petition which he now 
held in his hand, and pledged himself on the faith of the names attached to 
it, that if the commissioners would allow the company to lay down their 
mains in the City, they would never, at any time, charge more than 4s 
per 1000 feet. The conditions of the contract which they entered into with 
the commissioners were subsequently embodied in an Act of Parliament. 
He believed the parties to it were honourable; he still thought so—but yet 
he could not help thinking, that now they had taken a false step, in 
attempting to increase the price. Astatement had been made by Alderman 
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Dakin, by which the public were given to understand that that court had 
been represented by the Remembrancer before the parliamentary committee 
on the Metropolis Gas Bill, and that they had got some clauses altered in 
their behalf. The fact was, however, that the bill, as originally proposed, 
was brought under their notice by the Remembrancer; but it was then found 
that it only provided that the same privileges should be enjoyed by the 
metropolis as existed in the City of London. Under these circumstances, it 
was found unnecessary to present a petition; but, when the bill came up 
in its altered and amended shape, then, of course, they were unable to be 
heard, not having given the necessary notices. It was not right, therefore, 
that they should be twitted with having neglected the opportunity of 
appearing before Parliament, when the bill was before the House, and 
getting the objectionable parts of it amended. 


Deputy Lorr said, there was, no doubt, neglect somewhere. 








|! fact, that they could not have appeared, even if they had petitioned, be- 
|| cause they already had all the advantages which the bill proposed to give 
|, to the metropolis. He was not going into the question as to whether they 
| should make gas themselves—that would require further consideration 
‘| but he thought they had got a fair case to go to Parliament, to get exempted 
HE ether from the operation of the Metropolis Gas Act, 1860. In the City, 
the Great Central Act, they had got everything that they desired; 
ey were perfectly content; and he thought their claims were so irre- 
tible, that when they went before the House of Commons, there would 
be no diflicuity at all in obtaining the Act of Parliament of which they had 
‘| given notice. 
|| their old agreement with the Great Central Company, who, as an honour- 
| able body, he was sure, would not resist the terms upon which they had 
signed the contract. He felt strongly on that point, as he was, unfor- 
‘tunately a party to the contract, and he did not like, in the slightest 
degree, to be associated with those who appeared to be forfeiting a pledge 
|; Which they had made. He thought that he was too much associated 
|| with the company, and the circumstances under which they came in, to be 
| quite clear, and that a little reflection might be cast upon him. What he 
||did was on public principles; but, he felt anxious to try and meet the 
parties, seeing that his name was directly or indirectly connected with the 
pledges which were recorded on the particular day he had named, as to 
the price and quality of the gas to be supplied in the City. Before that 
| petition was presented, he had urged upon the old companies to reduce the 
price below 6s., but they refused. He warned them to be wise in time, and 
to meet the circumstances, but without effect. Statements were made at 
|| that time which were hardly justified by facts, as subsequent experience 
had convinced him. It might be the failing of all gas companies; but, he 
|, would not now go back to circumstances and statements which then came 
before them, and which had certainly not been substantiated. He then, as 
he had said, urged upon the old companies to meet the commissioners ,and 
,|make a reduction in price. He told them that if they came down to ds. le 
; thought he should be one to recommend a settlement of the question; but 
no, they would make no reduction below 6s. They were, however, glad 
; afterwards to make an offer in writing, through him, to supply at 4s., and 
|upon the same terms as those offered by the Great Central Company. He 
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| 


| referred to the Commissioners of Sewers, to take such action upon it as they 


Deputy Harrison did not think there was; and he had ascertained the | 


When that was obtained, they might then fall back upon | 
| of the committee, and the full discussion which this subject received at the 


| it; and they had already given notice of an intended application to Parlia- 


| to the resolution passed at 


then told them, “Gentlemen, it is too late;” and he now urged upon the | 


|latter company to weigh well all the present circumstances, and to be wise 
jin time. If it were necessary and fair, in consideration of the increased 
|/quality they were obliged to supply, that they should have a small in- 
|,creased price, they would never find him saying “no” to any equitable 
||arrangement; but the idea of raising the price 6d. per 1000 for that small 
jincreased quality, was too bad, and they ought not to attempt to enforce it 
;|4t the present time. He hoped the memorial would be referred to the 
| | comznittee, and he had no doubt other memorials would be forthcoming. 
|| Mr. Warrer said he should present one from the ward of Farringdon, 
||next week. 
|| Deputy Lore: Another gas day! 
| Deputy Harrison said there would be nothing but gas days until a new 
|, company was admitted—that would be the end of it. He saw a fearful 
sacrifice of property, but he thought the commissioners were not taking a 
| Wrong course in thus considering the interests of the citizens of London, 
| whose consumption was so enormous that the additional 6d. per 1000 feet 
might be said to be an increase of £70,000 a year. 

| Deputy Exxiorr asked to be allowed one word in explanation. The last 

speaker had referred to the proceedings of 1849. The only part which he 
|,and Deputy Lott took on that occasion was to refer the great point at issue 
|| to an impartial committee, to see whether there was anything in the tulked-of 
4s. per 1000—not pledging themselves to the desirableness or the possibility 
|,of having gas at that price. It was in order to get a calm investigation, 
} amidst all the fury and turmoil which were then raging. 
||, Deputy Harrison said he would read the resolution, and leave the court 
|,to ferm its own conclusions. This was it: Moved by Deputy Lott, and 
|; seconded by Mr. Elliott, “ That it be referred to a select committee of five, 
to examine and report upon the best means by which the City of London 
can be supplied with gas at 4s. per 1000 feet.” 

Deputy Exniorr: But it does not follow that we thought we should 

get it. 
|| The CrrarMan then put the motion, and it was unanimously agreed to. 
{| Deputy Harrison moved, and Dr. Anranam seconded—“ That the peti- 
|;tion of the Great Central Company, presented to the court in 1849, be 
|; printed and circulated among the members,” which was agreed to. 


‘ 
i! PUBLIC LIGHTING CONTRACT. 
|| Mr. Daw read the following report :— 


| 





| To the Honourable the Commissioners of Sewers of the City of London. 


| ‘We whose names are hereunto set, your committee appointed on the 17th of Sep- 
| tember last to consider the question of the gas supply to this City ; and to whom, at 
|, the last court, it was referred to consider the joint report of your engineer and 
|| medical officer of health, on the subject of carburating gas and the expediency of 
| | applying the same to the public lamps—having carefully considered the subject, are 
|| of opinion that it is not expedient, in the present position of the gas question, to 

, introduce any such alteration in the contract for the supply of the public lamps. 
|| Put, as by the Metropolis Gas Act, 1860, the existing contracts will expire on the 
j| lst day of February next, we recommend that your honourable court should at 
| once advertise for tenders for the supply of gas, for the term of twelve months from 
|| the said Ist day of February, 1862, to be received at an early day; all which we 
| | Submit to the judgment of your honourable court. 


| After some conversation, the report was adopted, and Tuesday, the 17th 
| jof December, was appointed to receive tenders. 
| 


| to them that the expense and delay consequent on the issue of advertise- | 








Court or Common Councit, Tuvurspay, Noy. 21. 
we meeting of the court this day—the Right Hon. the Lonp Mayor 
residing, 
. Alderman Sir Joun Muscrove, Bart., presented a petition from the in- 
habitants of the ward of Broad Street, praying the court to consider the 
whole question of gas supply to the City; the propriety of an application to 
Parliament for an amendment of the Metropolis Gas Act, 1860; or, for an 
exemption of the City of London from its operation. In doing so, he said 
that the petition was adopted at a large meeting of the inhabitants, and 
was signed by some of the most wealthy and influential firms in the ward. 
As, however, this court had decided that the question was one which did 
not properly come within their cognizance, he would move that it be 


might deem to be advisable. 

Dr. ABRAHAM objected to that course, and thought, notwithstanding the 
decision of the court on a previous occasion, it was due to the inhabitants | 
of Broad Street, that the petition should be sent to a committee for| 
examination and report. If the motion were not withdrawn, he should | 
move au amendment to it. | 

Sir Jonn Muserove said, his only reason for asking to have the petition 
referred to the Commissioners of Sewers was, that the law and parliamentary 
committee of this court had decided that the corporation were not the | 
“local authority ” mentioned in the Metropolis Gas Act, and the court had | 
already agreed that they could take no action in the matter. He had no} 
objection, if it was the wish of the court, to ask the committee again to! 
consider the question. 

Alderman Rose thought it was a waste of time to do so, after the report 





last court. The Commissioners of Sewers had ample powers to deal with 


ment, to exempt the City from the operation of the Metropolis Gas Act. 
Mr. De Jersey thought it was due to the petitioners, that the court | 
should look at the question again; and he was persuaded, the more it was 
ventilated, the better it would be for the interests of the citizens at large. | 
After some further conversation, the petition was referred to the Law, 
Parliamentary, and City Courts Committee; and a similar course was taken 
with a petition presented by Alderman Humphrey, from the inhabitants of 
the ward of Aldgate, to the like effect. | 


SALE OF GAS ACT. 
METROPCLITAN Boarp or Works. Fripay, Nov. 22. 

At the Weekly Meeting of the Board, held this day—Mr. Tuwarres in 
the chair, } 
The CLerx read a report from the committee of the whole board on the || 
Sale of Gas Acts, which stated that the committee had had under their con- | | 
sideration, the provisions contained in the 4th section of the Act, 22 and 23 || 
Vict., cap. 66, with reference to the formation of districts for the purposes | | 
of the Act; and, after careful deliberation on the subject, and having regard 
last meeting of the board, they had arrived 
at the conclusion that the metropolis should be divided into four districts, 
and that an additional inspector of gas meters should be appointed. ‘The | 
committee accordingly recommended that plan for adoption by the board. | 
On considering the question of the course to be pursued, with respect to| 
the appoiutment of the additional inspector, they had been of opinion that | 
advertisements should be issued, inviting applications from candidates for | | 
the office; but, on again directing their attention to the subject, it appeared | 
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ments should be avoided; and, with that view, they suggested to the board, | 
to select for appointment one of the persons on the list of candidates sub- | 
mitted for approval, and who were not successful in being elected in| 
October last. Accompanying the report was a map showing the proposed | 
division of the metropolis into districts. 

Mr. Docttox who had a notice of motion on the Agenda—“ To allot to} 
each of*the inspectors already appointed a separate district under the 4th | 
section of the Sale of Gas Act, 1859,” moved the adoption of the report of | 
the committee. That report he observed consisted of two parts, the first | 
having reference to the division of the metropolis into districts, as shown in | 
the plan now before the board. It was considered by all the members of | 
the committee, who had carefully gone into the subject, that the best divi- | 
sion that could be made was that of having four divisions,—three on the | 
north, and one on the south side of the Thames. ‘The second part of the! 
report had reference to the appointment of an additional inspector, which, 
of course, became necessary, in consequence of the fourfold division of the | 
metropolis, The committee recommended that such inspector should be 
selected from the nine candidates whose claims were before the board at 
the last election. He believed that the gentleman who was the next 
highest on the list to the three actually appointed, was admitted by all the | 
committee who investigated the matter, as being a very competent person 
to discharge the duties, and if that were the opinion of the board, possibly 
they would think it well to appoint him at once, without going to another | 
election. He would move first of all—* That the districts be the four marked | 
on the plan.” 

Mr. R. Taytor seconded the motion. 

Alderman LAWRENCE had a few words to say before this motion was put. 
In dividing the metropolis, as proposed by the map placed before the board, 
the committee had so arranged it, that the City of London, which had now | 
an inspector of its own, under the Act of Parliament, was separated into | 
two portions, and was to fall into two districts’ outlying it. If this plan| 
were adopted, the board must at once be prepared to enter into collision 
with the City justices, on the question of stamping meters within their 
jurisdiction. He felt that if the committee had been wise in apportioning 
the districts, they would have left the City of London alone, and have 
waited for the decision of Parliament as to the powers they possessed, and 
should exercise in future, in that part of the metropolis. He was more con- 
vinced than ever that a portion of the powers of the Act of 1859 was trans- 
ferred to this board, and not the whole of them. The 4th section of that 
Act said that the justices “shall allot to each inspector a separate district, 
and from time to time, when necessary, shall subdivide and reallot such 
districts, and all such districts shall be distinguished by the number or 
mark applied thereto, or such stamps, &c.”’ If the plan now submitted 
were adopted, there would be three separate stamps in use in the City of 
London. This board would have two inspectors, using their respective 
stamps, and the inspector, already appointed by the justices, would be using 
his, so that the utmost confusion would arise. He did not believe, however, 
that the Exchequer would grant additional stamps to be used in the same 
district. He felt bound to object to the board entering upon a course of 
action which must bring them and their officers into collision with the 
justices in various ways. The 21st section of the Act of 1859 provided that 
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| “in ease of any dispute between the buyer and seller of gas by meter, or 
| between any owner of a meter and any inspector of meters under this Act, 
| respecting the correctness of any meter, the justices shall, if required by 

any such person dissatisfied with his decison, give such party his reasons 
| 42 writing for such decision, and such party may require such meter to be 
| examined and retested by two inspectors of adjoining or neighbouring dis- 


| tricts.” Then, it stated, “in case such two inspectors shall not agree, the 
' decision of the inspector of the district to which such meter belongs shall 


| 2ppointed by the City of London, and any authority on his part within 
| that district; so that, if any dispute arose, and should be brought before 
the City justices, a collision would result as to who was the party in 
| ssetteocty He was surprised that the board should be willing to 
enter upon such a course, after receiving from Mr. Clive a plain and 
| ©xplicit statement to the effect that a bill would be brought in next 
— to remedy any doubts which might exist as to the Acts at present 
in force. 
tricts, of which the City of London was to form portions, as to the fees and 
charges, and as to the expenses incurred, because the Act of 1861, which 
conferred some powers on this board, specially exempted the City from any 
expenses incurred by the board in pursuance of that Act. ‘The original 
Act of 1859 defined the powers of the inspectors, and the arrangements 
under which the stamping of meters should take place. It also provided 
that the fees in the counties should be accounted for at stated times by the 
inspectors, and paid over by them to the treasurers of such counties, while 





}, 1861 handed over to this board the powers conferred upon the justices of 
the peace in any county defined in the preceding Act, as far as related to 
the metropolis. The reason why those powers were handed over was very 
evident. The Act of 1859 made it compulsory upon the City of London to 
appoint an inspector, but the Act of 1860 delaying the operation of the pre- 
vious Act, rendered it permissive for the justices of counties to bring their 
|, Tespective counties under its provisions. The justices of the counties sur- 
rounding the metropolis—Surrey, Kent, and Middlesex—took no steps to do 
so; they neither appointed inspectors, nor manifested any disposition to do 
so. Such being the case, the Act of 1861 was passed, conferring all the 
powers previously conferred upon the justices of counties surrounding 
London, to this board; but, as was clearly shown by the latter part of the 
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| appointed by the board? The Statute was particularly clear that it must’ 


| Therefore, it did appear to him, with all respect to the worthy alderman, | 
| that the City was, at present, wholly unprovided with an inspector; and it 


| according to their own legal’advisers and the admission of the Government, | | 


_ be considered final, except in case of appeal to the general or quarter | 
sessions.” The adoption of this report would be to ignore the insvector | 


He could also see that great difficulties would arise in those dis- | 


the fees in the City of London were to be paid over to the consolidated rate | 
fund to meet the expenses incurred in carrying out the Act. The Act of | 


' inspectors into the City, or whether they should include the City in one or | | 


| adopted they would not be pleased. 
| arrangement was, that those who required meters stamped, could go at 


Act reserving and exempting the City of London, the justices of which had | 


|, already appointed an inspector, and had made every preparation to stamp 
| meters within the prescribed time. Such being the case, he thought it was 


| most unwise on the part of the board, under pretence of dividing the metro- | 


| polis into districts, to enter into antagonism with the authorities in the City. 


{t was a very undignified proceeding to take advantage of a flaw in the Act | 


| of Parliament, to snap at an advantage, and thus to assume authority to 

carry out an important public service. As he read the Act of 1859, it 
, Seemed to him a question of great doubt whether this board had the power 
| to receive any fees at all, because it was provided that all fees should be 


; handed over by the inspectors to the county treasurer once in every three | 


months, and that the money receivable from fees should be applied to the carry- 
ing out of the Act. Inthe Act of 1861, which provided that the Metropolitan 
Board should pay the expenses of carrying out the Act in the metropolis out 
of rates leviable by them within their jurisdiction, with the exception of the 
City of London, there was no provision made for the board receiving any of 
|| the fees for stamping meters, so that he doubted very much whether those 
fees were not still payable to the county treasurers. “He thought the board 
would do well to leave the City of London alone (they were already carry- 
| ing out the Act there most satisfactorily), and confine themselves to the 
metropolis surrounding the City, until the Government in the next session 
of Parliament should obtain an adjustment of the matter. The board 
seemed to be very anxious to carry out their duties fully and fairly; but 
they had hitherto totally neglected the first obligations it imposed upon 
them. The Act of 1861 provided that, within two months from its passing, 
the board should appoint inspectors, and allot to them separate districts. 
That time had long passed. It was distinctly understood, when full powers 
were given to the architect before the vacation to take premises for the 
purpose of erecting testing apparatus, that the Act did not contemplate the 
City of London as included in the jurisdiction of the board. He mentioned 
| this to show that it was not merely the opinion of the Government, but 
| also the opinion of the board at the time. Other lights had broken in upon 
them since then; and they seemed to be now prepared to enter upon a 
course of antagonism to the City, which was most undignified and unwise. 


Mr. CarrMAgEt said, he had hoped that the City of London, by their 
representatives, would be prepared to meet this question in a spirit of con- 
ciliation; and he regretted that there was now apparently no disposition of 
the kind. The worthy alderman had not dealt with the question whether 
it was the duty of the board to district the whole metropolis, including the 
City; but contented himself by warning the board not to do so, because it 
might bring them into collision with the City justices. The simple ques- 
tion under discussion was, had the board a duty to perform? If so, what 
was it? At their last meeting, it appeared to have been fully settled that 
they were bound to district the whole metropolis: and the point for consi- 
deration now was, not what might probably be the consequence of such a 
course of action, but how, having deliberately determined upon it, they could 
best carry out their intention? If, in doing so, they were brought into colli- 
sion with the City authorities, that was their misfortune; their duty was 
clear—to district the whole Metropolis, including the City. The only thing 
in the alderman’s speech which bore upon the report of the committee, ap- 
peared to be as to the propriety of dividing the City into two portions; but 
that would be perfectly immaterial if the City were to be afterwards 
excluded, because then it would be swept out of both districts. He (Mr. 
Carpmael) cared little how the districting was settled, so that it was made 
; toinclude the City as a part of the metropolis. With reference to the 
|, observation about the difficulty which would arise ifa party were dissatis- 
fied with an inspector, he would carry the matter a little further. Suppose 
some one were dissatisfied with the conduct of the person at present acting 
under the authority of the justices of the City of London, he would have 
no power to refer that dispute to the inspectors of two contiguous districts; 
because, if the City were to be regarded as distinct and separate, the party 
would have no power to come into the districts defined by the board; and, 
|| as the City had but one inspector, whose decision would be the matter in 
|| dispute, the question could not be settled at all. The argument of the 
}| worthy alderman was, therefore, very unimportant. But, he would put 
|| another question on the other side. Supposing an inspector appointed by 
|| the board should not have his judgment approved by the parties who had 

ealled upon him, and the arbitrament of two other inspectors should be 

| Fequired, could it consistently be referred to any other inspectors than thoso 
{ 
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be to those under the jurisdiction of the authorities appointing him.} 





was the duty of the board, disregarding altogether the course which might} 
hereafter be taken, to provide that there should be an inspector, to whom | | 
the gas consumers of the City might legally appeal. At present, that office, | | 
was not filled up. because, by the latter, it was admitted to be necessary to}! 
pass another Act of Parliament in order to get rid of the difficulty, and to | 
relieve the inspector appointed by the justices from the number of fines to, 
which he was liable. He could only regret that the City had not come for-! 
ward and preposed that the board should appoint that person as one of | 
their officers, and make the City a distinct district. Whether they were) 
right or wrong, would be settled at the proper time; and whether, in the! 
interim, a collision with the justices ensued or not, the board were bound to 
do their duty. | 

Mr. FrEeMAN thought it unfortunate that when a small question arising | 
out of a large one already disposed of was brought before the board, the 
whole question should be reopened. Their friend, the alderman’s speech 
had nothing to do with the matter before them. The speech to which they 
had just listened, was a speech upon a subject decided by the board at the 
last meeting; and, 1f honourable members did not spend time in answering 
those arguments, it must not be considered that it was because they could 
not be answered, but because the whole question was decided at the pre- 
vious sitting. The only question now, was as to how the metropolis should 
be divided? It was admitted on the last discussion by the two representa- 
tives for the City, that the duty of the board was to proceed with the 
districting of the metropolis, and the committee had to decide whether they 
should make the City a distinct and separate district, and send their 





more of their other districts? They thought it might be better not to send 
their officers into the City to come at once into collision with the authori- 
ties on their own ground. It was desired to please the justices, but it was 
evident that, Whatever they did, they were treading upon their corns. He 
was afraid the City was like a spoiled child, and that whatever course was 
The advantage of the proposed 


once to the legally appointed officer of the board, or to the person who it 
was admitted by every one was illegally appointed. 

Alderman LAwrence denied the illegality of the appointment made by 
the City justices. 

Mr. Freeman said, even supposing an Act of Parliament were passed! 
next session, the arrangement recommended by the committee could do no| 
harm, and would involve no other alteration than the exclusion of the City} 
from the limits of the two districts in which it was now proposed to appor- 
tion it. There was no intention on the part of the board to quarrel with) | 
the City justices; they simply desired to do the duty which the Legislature| 
had cast upon them, and there was no reason to dispute the correctness of} 
the position they had taken. ir 

Deputy Harrison said he agreed in the remark, that it was the duty of} 
the board to carry out the Act of Parliament. The resolution adopted at 
the last meeting was, that the metropolis should be districted, and that in 
those districts the City of London should be included. The worthy alder- 
man was quite right in calling attention to the four divisions, now pro- 
posed, and in complaining that the City, which had always been regarded 
as one, was now to be divided into two. But he (Deputy Harrison) had 
something to say upon the proposed districts themselves. The board had 
two or three things to take into consideration in connexion with this matter. 
They were bound to look at the public convenience, and he had a firm con- 
viction on his mind that the four districts which had been marked out were 
not sufficient for the purposes required by the Act. 

Mr. SAVAGE reminded the honourable member that the number could be 
hereafter increased. 

Deputy Harrison said, a great inconvenience would be occasioned by 
the proposed arrangement; because, ifa consumer fancied he was being 
defrauded by a gas company, he might have to take his meter four or five 
miles to have it tested. They were bound to consult the convenience of 
the consumers of gas, and also the gas companies; and, he was satisfied that 
the present arrangement would not give that ample accommodation to the 
public which would be necessary. They must take care not to make the 
Act a dead letter, by placing impediments in the way of its practical appli- 
cation; and, although he was not disposed to oppose the motion for the pro- 
posed fourfold division, he felt that it was only an instalment of that which 
would have to be done. It was necessary to allot districts to the inspectors 
in carrying out the Act of Parliament; and, until they had done that, they 
could not legally proceed in the matter. He warned the board of the con- 
sequence of any illegal proceeding, and recommended to their attention the 
case which had recently arisen in the town of Sheflield, in which an illegal 
step had been taken by the corporation, under the Act. If the board were 
not careful in the course they pursued, they would render themselves liable 
to public censure, and, instead of doing a public service, would inflict a 
large amount of public evil. He made these observations because he feared | | 
that their whole proceedings connected with the carrying out of the Act 
were very questionable. There was no provision in the Act by which they 
could empower a committee to do anything without the direct sanction of 
the board. He had heard that a notice had been given ata certain place, 
that no meters were to be received for stamping without the authority of 
some individual. Now, the board had adopted no resolution of that sort. 
He warned them of the evils which might arise from permitting that sort], 
of thing, and recommended that they should keep strictly within the four 
corners of the Act of Parliament. If he did not support the proposition of 
the committee, it was because they had divided the City into two parts. If}, 
they would leave that out, he would agree to it, and accept the proposition 
as a step towards a more complete arrangement. He suggested also that a 
plan of the several districts should be sent to each vestry, and district 
board, and that they should give the largest amount of information in their} | 
power, at all times, so as to increase the facilities of the public in availing|| 
themselves of the provisions of the Act of Parliament. 

Mr. Hucues thought there would have been more force in Alderman 
Lawrence’s observations if the board had appointed an inspector specially 
for the City, as the board would have then come more decidedly in collision 
with the justices than they would now do. There could be no doubt that 
in the Act which conferred the powers upon the board, the “ Metropolis oa 
included the City of London. It did not, however, follow that the inspector 
to be appointed for that locality should have his office in the City, although 
it would evidently be most convenient that he should be as near as possible 
to it. An impression seemed to prevail, judging from some of the observa- 
tions made, that all meters must be tested in the district where they were 
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manufactured, or, in case of dispute, where the dispute arose. As he read 
the Act, that was not at all necessary, and they might be tested in any part 
of the metropolis. The whole of the testing-houses erected by the board 
would be available for the purpose; and it was evident that in practice, if 
one station was not large enough for all the business brought to it, the 
meters would be sent to ancther, As far as the recommendation of the 
committee was concerned, he thought there could be no objection to it. 

Mr. Doutton, in reply, said the proposed arrangement was only a pro- 
visional one, for every member of the board must feel that four stations 
would eventually be found quite inadequate to the requirements of the 
metropolis. This state of things was distinctly recognized in the Act of 
Parliament, which provided that from time to time, when necessary, the 
board should subdivide, and re-allot the several districts. 

The motion was then put and carried. 

Mr. Doutton then moved that notices should be sent to the nine unsuc- 
cessful candidates at the last election, apprizing them that, at the next 
meeting, the board would proceed to elect an additional inspector, and 
asking if they were disposed to accept the office, if appointed. 

Mr. H. L. Taytor seconded the motion, which was put and agreed to. 

Mr. Doutron said he had given notice of a motion to allot to each of the 





the Act of 1859. He would now move—“ That Mr. Mills be appointed to 
| the western district, that Mr. Airey be appointed to the eastern district, and 
| Mr. Dethridge to the southern district.” 

; Mr. CRELLIN seconded the motion. 

; Mr. H. L. Tayzor asked whether it was probable the Exchequer would 
| grant a stamp for the district in which the City of London was included, 
| seeing they had already issued one for the justices ? 

Mr. CARPMAEL said the Exchequer granted stamps with a distinctive 


| they were required. 

| Alderman Lawrence doubted whether the Exchequer would grant an 
additional stamp for the City of London. 

| The CHArrMAN said the board would not apply for a stamp for the City 

| of London, but for a fourth inspector, the limits of whose district it was for 

| them to fix. 

| | The motion was then agreed to. ; 

|! Mr. CAarpMAEL moved—* That stamp No. 28 be assigned to the western 

|| district, that stamp No. 29 be assigned tothe eastern district, and No. 30 

‘| to the southern; and that the several stations be numbered accordingly.” 





cation for a fourth stamp was ascertained. The Exchequer intended that 
the board should use the stamps already granted, for districts outside the 
City; and they were now about to apply one to a district which included a 
| portion of the City, where there was already a distinctive stamp in use. 
He felt assured that the application would be unsuccessful. 

| Deputy Harrison said the point was, whether the Government weuld 
| issue two numbers for the same district? His impression was, that they 
| would do nothing of the kind; and he should like to ask the solicitor 
whether they ought to make the application? 

| Mr. Dovurron said, if they were wrong in doing so, they would soon be 
set right. 

Deputy Harrison said, it was better to keep right, than to have to be 
set right. He asked, whether there was anything in the provisions of the 
Act to prevent two numbers being used in the same district ? 

Mr. Smiru (solicitor of the board) said, he did not think the difficulty 
suggested had any existence in fact. It was for the board to assign dis- 
tricts, and then give a stamp corresponding thereto. 

The motion was put and carried. 

Mr. CarrMaEL moved—* That application be made to the Exchequer for 
a fourth stamp.” 

Mr. Pumps seconded the motion, and said he had no doubt it would be 
at once granted. The Exchequer authorities would not enter into the 
question of what district it was to be applied to. 

The motion was agreed to, and the board adjourned. 


Fripay, Noy. 29. 
At the Meeting of the Board this day—Mr. Tuwatres in ‘the chair—the 





| 4th section of the Sale of Gas Act, 1859, were read over by the clerk, and 
| the board proceeded to the election in the usual manner, by putting all the 
| names successively to the vote, and striking out, after each show of hands, 
the candidate who obtained the fewest number recorded in his favour. 
The following are the names of the candidates, with the results of the 
| several votings:— 


Ist Show. 2nd, 3rd. 4th. Sth. Final. 
W. J. Ward io. oe 23 17 19 19 
j F. A. Taunton 7 16 18 me os 13 
| E.M. Davey. . 7... 16 oS ax 
| C. Pearson, jun. . 17 12 ll ll 
} E. H. Curley. _ Rs 8 6 
| Wiens +s «»» B@« 4 
| P.LaRoche. . . 3 
W.L.Gomme , . 1 
| H.B.Billows,. . . 0 


Mr. Ward having obtained the highest number of votes, 

The Cuarrman declared him to be duly elected as inspector, at the same 
salary, and subject to the same conditions, as those already appointed. 

On the motion to appoint Mr. Ward to the central district, 

The CHairMan said there was an application from one of the other three 
inspectors, to be removed from the district already assigned him, and to be 

appointed to the central district. 

| Mr. Puiiurps inquired the ground of the application? 
The CHarrMaAN said, it was entirely on personal grounds. 

Mr. H. L. Taylor objected to any alteration being made. 

The board refused the application, and Mr. Ward was at once appointed 
to the central district. 








li LOCAL DECOMPOSITION IN LEAD AQUEDUCT-PIPES. 
By Mr. J. R. Nicnoxs. 

} [From the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal.]} 

|. The author calls attention to a source of danger attending the use of 
jleaden pipes used for the conveyance of drinking-water, which seems to 
have been hitherto disregarded. Even if it be admitted that the water 
| which is supplied to the city of Boston from Lake Cochituate, like that of 
;most New England ponds, be such that it may be safely used after having 
| passed through lead pipe under ordinary circumstances, it would, neverthe- 
|Jess, be wrong to infer that this water can be employed with entire safety 
/at all points of delivery, without first inquiring whether special conditions 


' 





inspectors already appointed, a separate district, under the 4th section of | 
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| moted, giving rise to chemical decomposition. 
| action, which must be induced wherever connexions or faucets of copper, or | | 
;number upon them. It would be for the board to apply those stamps as | s it 
| latter has been filled with solder.] 2. The presence of organic matter, such |} 
| as fragments of leaves, and impurities pervading all pond waters, and which 
| may be detained in angles and depressions of the pipes. 


¢; Alderman Lawrence objected to the motion, till the result of an appli- | 


| causes or agencies which may, perhaps, be sufficient to produce these | 
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may not exist in some localities by which the character of the water may 
there be changed. Having observed several instances in which the inmates 
of a single house had suffered from lead disease induced by the use of aque- |; 
duct-water, while the inhabitants of other parts of the city supplied with 
water from the same original source were unafiected, and having in one 
instance detected the presence of considerable quantities of lead in one of 
the cases first mentioned, while no reaction for lead could be obtained from 
a specimen of the same aqueduct-water taken from another locality, the 
author proceeded to inquire into the cause which produces this lead im- 
pregnation in certain houses or districts, while the general waters of a supply 
remain unaffected. He has noticed in the leaden pipes removed from cess- 
pools, sinks, and wells, that the intensity of corrosive action had been, in 
great measure, confined to the sharpest bends and depressions in the pipe, 
while, in some instances, other portions remained intact. “Ihave in my 
possession,” he says, “a section of supply-pipe, removed from the aqueduct 
of a neighbouring city, in a portion of which corrosive action had proceeded 
so far as to cause leakage. The part thus acted upon was confined to an 
acute angle, and there is evidence to show that the plumber, in placing it 
in position, bent it in the wrong direction, thus creating the necessity for 
another turn in the opposite. This pipe had, doubtless, been subjected to 
two violent turns, which seriously impaired the homogeneity of the metal. 
An examination of lead pipe removed from buildings will certainly show 
that where there has been any perceptible amount of decomposition, it has 
been confined to the angles and depressions in its course. There are three 





results: 1. The disturbance in the crystalline structure of the metal by | 
bending, whereby its electrical condition is changed, and voltaic action pro- 
[{ Together with the galvanic 





alloy, are fastened to the leaden pipes, or where a crack or fissure in the 


Their presence, | | 
undoubtedly, promotes oxidation (7), and the protoxide of lead will remain | | 
in solution, unless sufficient carbonic acid is furnished to change it. It is} 
easy to conceive of conditions where this could not be the case. 3. Corro- || 
sions may be produced in lead pipes by the accidental presence of pieces of | 
mortar. Where mortar is present, the lime would assist in oxidizing the || 
metal, and also aid in the solution of the oxide. Considerable portions of | | 
fresh mortar are frequently deposited in lead pipes during the erection of | 
buildings. When the family commence the use of the water, it holds the | 
salts of lead in solution, and its presence may be detected for months. The | 
process of oxidation, which is retarded or prevented altogether by the pre- | 
sence of neutral salts in water, could not be materially interfered with || 
under the conditions considered. It is obvious, if these observations and | 


| conclusions are correct, that much care should be exercised in placing | 


| water from one to ten hours, the lead indications continued, although at 


names of the candidates for the office of inspector of gas-meters, under the | 





pipes in position in buildings. In those leading tothe culinary department, 
angles and depressions should be avoided. Violent twists and turns should | 
not be permitted, and, during the erection of houses, the open ends of pro- | 
truding pipes should be carefully closed. Assuming the general fact that 
lead pipes, conveying the waters of our New England ponds, become coated 
and protected by an insoluble lead salt, the question arises, how long before | 
this protection is secured, or, how.soon may a family commence the use of || 
water passing through new pipes with safety? In view of the manifest 
danger from local disturbances, the most sensible reply would be, never. A'! 
section of new lead pipe immersed in Cochituate water one hour, at a tem- | 
perature of 65° Fahr., gave a decided lead reaction with sulphydric acid. 
Removed, and placed in six fresh portions of water, one hour in each, the 
waters, when tested, gave similar results. The experiment continued 
during two weeks. Varying the time of immersion in fresh portions of 


last feeble. These results are sufficient to show that individuals or families 
should not commence the use of water flowing through new pipes until 
considerable time has elapsed, and much water contact secured. 








Dr. J. Nortnacote Vinen’s Revort on THE GAS SUPPLIED BY THE 
Surrey ConsuMErRs CoMPANY :— 





1861. Number Maximum Minimum Average 
Week of Light. Light. Light. | 
ending. Observations. Candles. Candles, Candles. | 
| a a mee. . Hs lw } 
» 38 > ss 14°19 . . 12°27 . . 18°00 i! 

«we» & 14°62 . . 12°83 13°34 


+ Seater: 
The volume of hydrocarbons averaged from 4 to 4°75 per cent; carbonic acid, 
1 per cent.; there was no trace either of sulphuretted hydrogen, or of 
ammonia. The maximum pressure was 3 inches, and 3/10ths; the mini- 
mum, 6/10ths; the average working pressure was 1 inch and 3/10ths. 

SALE oF Gas SHares AT Brisrot.—An important sale by auction, b 
Mr. H. R. Fargus, of shares or stock of the Bristol United Gas Company too 
place on the 21st ult., in furtherance, and under the provisions of the Com- | 
pany’s Act of 1853. Five hundred shares of £20 each, of and in the said 
company. issued by them under the authority of the 22nd section of their 
Act, and to be converted, in January next, into the general stock of the com- 
pany, were brought tothe hammer. It seems that the company, with a 
view of extending their works, found it necessary to increase their capital 
by the sum represented by the number of shares above mentioned, and jj 
were necessitated by their Act to dispose of the shares by public auction. || 
The company has been paying over 9 per cent., and is held in such high }| 
repute that its stock is readily purchased at a high premium, when offered, 
which is not frequent, as it is held in such “good hands;” consequently, 
the sale yesterday attracted a good deal of attention, and the commercial i! 
room was crowded by would-be investors The prices realized were con- | 
sidered high, and they were certainly equal, if not beyond, the current | | 
market price. The shares sold were free of charge for stamp, transfer, || 
or brokerage (about 1} per cent.) A deposit of 10 per cent. was all that 
was required from purchasers, the condition being that if the whole amount 
was paid up at once, interest at the rate of 5 per cent. per annum should 
be paid upon it between this and January. The first six lots (five shares 
in each) realized £180 each; the subsequent lots up to fifty-nine realized 
£179. 10s. each; the next lots up to seventy fetched £179; two lots then 
went for £178. 10s.; the next five realized £179; all the remainder went 
for £178. 10s. The amounts realized, surprised not a few who had hoped, 
and were prepared to purchase at lower rates. . 

New GasHoLpEer at ScarBorouGH.—We have pleasure in directing 
the attention of our readers to the really handsome appearance of the new 
gasholder, forming, as it does, a very prominent feature in our beautiful 
town, from many points of view. We are favoured with some description 
of the work, which may convey an idea of its magnitude to our readers; 


Seep 
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and we are pleased to witness the enterprising spirit of the directors 
of the company, who, anticipating the coming requirements of the 
town, have so promptly provided the means to meet them successfully, and, 
we trust, to the ultimate advantage of the company and the consumers. 
The gasholder is telescopic, and is 80 feet diameter and 50 high, and has a 
capacity equal to 240,000 cubic feet. The tank is of brick and stone, and 
is 82 feet diameter and 26 feet deep, and contains 545,000 gallons (or 2430 
tons) of water. There are twelve columns round the gasholder, framed 
together by two tiers of wrought-iron girders. The design of the whole 
apparatus is, as nearly as practicable, of the Grecian Corinthian order of archi- 
tecture. The whole of the work has been erected for the gas company 
under the immediate supervision of the company’s superintendent, D. 
Sandell, Esq. Some very faithful photographs of the gasholder, and 
columns, girders, &c., in a complete state, have been taken by Messrs. 
Alder and Son, Marine Promenade, by kind permission of the board of 
directors of the ~ 
executed by Mr. Peter Hudson, of this town; and the gasholder and iron- 
work, by Messrs. Westwood and Wrights, of London and Dudley, are now 
completed and set in action, having been previously proved, by filling it 
several times with air, under the personal superintendence of the con- 
tractors; and, having been exposed, when filled to its greatest height, to the 
violence of the tremendous storm of Saturday last, no doubt can be enter- 
tained as regards its strength and firmness. The consumers may depend 
upon receiving a plentiful supply of gas, fully equal to any demand that 
may exist or be created for some considerable time to come,—Scarborough 
Gazette, Nov. 7. 


company. The tank and foundation building were | 





A New American Gas-Coat.—It has been lately discovered that a 
coal mine, situated on Cape Breton Island, contained coal of a superior 
quality for gas-making, surpassing every American coal in this respect, 
with but one or two exceptions. The mine is situated upon Cow Bay, now | 
called Manhattan Bay, in honour of the Manhattan Gas Company of this | 
city, who have just contracted for 20,000 tons of thecoal. This mine seems! 
to have been worked at some former period, probably before the country || 
fell into the possession of the English. It is now under the supervision of | 
Marshal Bourinot and Robert Belloni. An analysis of the coal, by Dr.'| 
Torrey, gave the following result :— | 








| SE Se . 5°00 i] 
Volatile combustible matter . . . . 38°80 
aaa ee eee, 
Ash (darkred) . «© «© » © « « 5°40 

100-00 


One ton of 2240 pounds produces 9500 cubic feet of gas and 40 bushels of 
coke. Weight of coke, 1416 pounds. This coke is clear, of good size, and | 
free from breeze. It burns well, and makes a hard clinker. When the || 
production of gas is confined to 9500 feet, the analysis is as follows:— | 
' 
| 
' 
| 


ss « se eo Se 8 - 5°25 | 
Hydrocarbon vapours - 45 
Carbonic oxide - 9°35 | 


Tested by the photometer, 5 cubic feet of this gas is equal to 17°98 standard | | 
sperm candles, burning at the rate of 120 grains per hour. After standing | 
over night, the gas had an illuminating power of 17°53 candles. | 








CASTINGS.—Per Ton. 
Average Weight of Cast-iron Gas-pipes, per Yard. 








re, 
Retail Prices are 5 to 10 per cent. Wales. | Derbyshire, 


London. 
nd 
| Staffordshire. 


Glasgow. Newcastle 









































|; 8 d|£ 8. a.|£, 8. d.| 2 8. d. & «4 
Pig Iron, No. 1 3 $8 0/2 10 0/2 12 6/3 0 0| 38 50 
14 and 2-inch Socket- pipes 7 00/6 00/6 5 0/6 10 0 6 15 0 
24 and 3-inch ditto...... 6109 0/15 100,5 15 0/6 00} 6 5 0 
6 and 5-inch ditto ....... 6 00;5 00,5 5&5 0|5 10 0 5 15 0 
6 inches and upwards ditto.........5 15 0;4 15 0°55 60/5 0 0/ 5 10 0 
Retorts, ist fusion, hot blast ....... § 10 0'4 10 0;4 15 O}5 O OF] 6 5 C 
Ditto, 2nd ditto, cold ditto ......... 610 0'5 56 0'5 10 0}6 00; 6 5 0 
Tank-plates, § thick and above..... '6 00,5 0090 5 5 0/15 10 0 5 10 0 
WROUGHT-IRON TUBING, 
Subject to 40 per cent. Discount. 
| | 
2in. | ljin. | ljin lin. | Qin. | jin. 
Patent Welded Tubes, from 2 to 12feet—| s. d. | s. d. Zien 2)/ea dis 4 
56136 oto oT) os 0 4 
3 0 20 19,183 | 10 09 
«| 3 6 23 20 2 ae | 011 
Bends, Springs, and Elbows (wrought iron)| 3 9 23 1 9 10 /| 010 os 
Tees, wrought or cast 0 26 20 16 3% 0 10 
Crosses, ditto .......+ 6 3 0 22132 | &s8 1 2 
Tron Cocks ....ss0++s0 6 9 6 7 6 46/{3 38 2 6 
Ditto, with brass plug © | 16 0 | 13 0 70;66/46 
Diminishing Sockets, Caps, Plu | | 
Nipples..... 3 09 08 06; 05 | 04 
Plain Sockets... 0/08 07 0 5 04/03 
Syphons, 2-quart 0 | 140/13 6 13 0 | 12 0 | _ 


Price Current. 


112 in. | 


1} in. | 2 in, | 24 in, | 3in | 4in. | Sin. | Gin. | Zin. | 8 in. | 9 in. | 10 in. 
ie | 2) | 28 | 33 | 51 | JO | 89 | 107 | 126 | 149 | 177 | 208%. | 
| Yorkshi 





ii 
} 
i} 
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COALS.—Per Ton. 





Scotch Cannel. 
Boghead (at Leith)... .. 
Kirkness, best.....+.+ 
Capeldrae, lst 
Ditto, 2nd dite 
Lesmahago (at Glasgow). 


Newcastle.—Unscreened. 


* 


eeeee 





New Pelton, Peareth, South Pelaw, 


Washington Hutton, and South Ditto (at Leith)... scccccccococe 2 

PURGGT, cccccsscevccceecovecescs 7 6 ArnistoOn... coccoccsescoccecccoses 27 
ON iviscccucssecsbatesssxectncanee 7 9 Wemyss ...e0e 20 
Ramsay's Newcastle Cannel.,......- 16 0 Knightswood . 18 





Pirnie 











FREIGHTS. 










Foreig) 

Barcelona... 

| Bordeaux... 
Boulogne and C. 


Coastwise—Newcastle.—Per Ton. 
Chatham and Rochester 






























| 





Advertisements. 


WILLIAM SUGG, 


MANUFACTURER OF 
PATENT DRY AND WATER GAS-METERS, TEST GASHOLDERS, AND APPARATUS, 


“EVANS’S” PHOTOMETERS, 
Experimental Meters, Minute Clocks, &c., Station Meters and Governors, 
STREET-LAMP GOVERNORS AND 
19 and 20, MARSHAM STREET, WESTMINSTER. 


11 0 | Cadiz......-00++- | 
10 6 Cronstadt 
. 6 9 | Copenhagen | 
- 7 3 | Genoa 
- 60 Hamburg 
Ly . 6 6 | Havre de Grace 0 | 
Portsmouth and Southampton . - 8 6 Leghorn 0 | 
Plymouth. ...ecsecesseseeee Ore seses 10 0 Lisbon. .....+. @ocee 0 
| Shovcham.. ..0ccccsccosccoccocccecce 8 0 Rotterdam 0 | 
Whitstable ......ccccescesececcesece 7 6 Stettin 10 0 | 
Weymouth .....cscoccscccc-covcvees 8 0 Trieste and Venice .... £21.10s.to 24 0 
SUNDRIES. 
Best Newcastle Fire-bricks—per 1000 .... 3 £2 15s, Od. 
Cliff's Fire-bricks (at Wortley)—per 1000. eee 21 6 | 
Ingham’s ditto (at Wortley)—per 1000, ee 21 oO | 
Fire-clay Retorts—per foot run 5s8.6d.to 0 7 0 | 
Tough Cake Copper—per ton. ....cecserseseeecsrees 07 10 «+O 
English Pig Lead—per ton........ «+++ oe © 6 ®O 
Welsh Bar Iron (in London)—per ton ° e 6 © 
Foreign Spelter—per ton .. 18 10 0 
English Block Tin—per ton 1200 0 0O 
Banca—per tOn....seseseee - 13 0 0 | 
Tarred Rope Yarn—per CWt. ...seesesesceeroerrere 1 6 0 | 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 





LAVA BURNERS, 





LIVESEY FIRE-CLAY WORKS, 
NEAR BLACKBURN, LANCASHIRE. 


ORLANDO BROTHERS, 


MANUFACTURER OF PATENT CLAY RETORTS, 


AND EVERY DESCRIPTION OF 


TUBULAR CLAZED SEWERACE PIPES, BENDS, JUNCTIONS, ETC. 





FIRE-BRICKS, TILES, BLOCKS, AND CHIMNEY-TOPS. 
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T° the Benevolent and Humane.— 

The undersigned, who is 74 years of age, and hos 
been —— for about 30 years by several of the 
Metropolitan Gas Companies in the capacity of In- 
spector, Surveyor of Mains, and Collector, has recently 
undergone a surgical operation in the hope of regain- 
ing his sight, which he had completely lost by Cataract; 
and, in order to provide for tbe expenses incurred, which 
are totally beyond his means, he is compelled to appeal 
to the generous hearts of his former Brother Officers 
and Superiors to lend him a helping hand in this sad 
affliction, and to assist himin recovering one of God’s 
greatest blessings. To those Gentlemen who have 
generously assisted him during the last twelve months, 
he tenders his most grateful thanks. The Editor of 
the JOURNAL OF Gas LIGHTING is acquainted with 
the particulars of the case, and has kindly permitted 





reference to be made to him; and it is hoped that the 
young and able will send their mite to assist in allevi- 
ating the sufferings of an old Member of the Profession. 
JosEPH WAKEMAN, 
No, . Upper Johnson St., Holywell St., 
est t 








The following subscriptions are gratefully acknow- 
ledged :— 
| Mr. Croll ...+00. icici 





Mr. G. Lowe .ccccccce evccccee 
Mr. Thomas Glover ......++..+- 
Mr. W. Scoble 


. 
me 
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CHANGE OF OFFICES. 
LonDOoN, 
104, LEADENHALL STREET, E.C. 


GEORGE ANDERSON, 
| GAS and CONSULTING ENGINEER, Patentee 
{of the Gas Exhauster, Retort Settings, Valves, &c., 
| begs to intimate that from the 15th of December next 
‘his business address will be 16, ADAM STREET, 
ADELPHI, W.C, 

_G. A. begs to announce to his friends in the Pro- 
vinces that next spring these offices will have a room 
set apart, and fitted up with superior apparatus, for 
the Photometrical and Chemical Testing of Gas, and for 
the Testing of Meters agreeable to the new Act, when 
he will be happy to see gentlemen desirous of inquiring 
into those matters. 





ESLIE’S PATENTS: Gas and 


Coke from common Coal, greatly increased in 
value.—60, Conduit Street, Lonpon, W. 





ESLIE’S PATENTS: Up to 
Forty Candle Gas.—60, Conduit Street, LoNDoN, 





ESLIE’S PATENTS: Licenses 

for England, Scotland, and Ireland, the 86 De- 

partments of France and Belgium.—€0, Conduit Street, 
Lonpon, W. 


ESLIE’S PATENTS: The 


National Waste Heaps at Collieries UTILIZED for 
Gas purposes.—60, Conduit Street, LoONDoNn, W. 








EORGE SMITH 
’ 
MANUFACTURER OF METER FITTINGS, 
No. 25, Woop STREET, LIVERPOOL, 
Begs to inform Gas Engineers, Meter Manufacturers» 
and the Trade generally, that he has invented a 
WATER-LINE REGULATOR, to adjust the Gas- 
Meter to an exact segistration. He has also improved 
upon the Float and Valve, so that, in a short space of 
time, a Tester can make the Gas-Neter work in accor- 
dance with Lord Redesdale’s Act. 
The invention is of simple, but correct principles, 
and obviates the difficulties caused by the restrictions 
of the Gas Act. 


ITEHOUSE and CO., Boiler and 
GASHOLDER MAKERS, 
GLOBE PATENT TUBE WORKS, 
WEDNESBURY, 

Beg to draw the attention of Engineers and Managers 
of Gas Works to the superior quality of the Article 
they manufacture, both in respect of theironemployed, 
and the perfect manner in which it 1s welded; in 
proof of which they can refer to the testimonials of the 
most eminent Gas Engineers, and the experience of 
theprincipalofthelarge Gas Companies of the kingdom. 
: Orders promptly executed. 





which insures that the burners shall be 
precisely similar in pattern. 


S. LEon1, 34, St. Paul Street, New North 
Road, Lonpon, N. 





| 
| 


| 
| 
| 
( 


| bridge Old Gas Company, which were purchased by the 


| any part, of the apparatus. 


<» FT .EONI’S Patent <—} 


$ ADAMAS GAS-BURNERS | |, 
are entirely free from liabilityto | i 
# |. Corrosion, Injury from Heat, or Ad | 


@ danger of Fraction, and are un- 
§ alterable in the dimensions of 
= their Apertures. Uniformity in 
‘= the consumption of gas is obtain- 
ed by the process of manufacture, 










Net Cash Price, 8s. per gross. 
For COUNTRY AGENCIES, apply to 








PWARD’S 


U 
PATENT DRILLING APPARATUS 


FOR GAS AND WATER-MAINS. 





No. 1.—RATCHET-BRACE, DRILL-Posts, CLIPS, 
Botts, Tap-DRILL, and Nut, for 3, 1, 1} in., £9 10 
No. 2.—RATCHET-BRACE, DRILL-PostTs, CLIPS, 
Bouts, Tar-DRIL1, & Nut, for 14 and 2ins., 10 6 0 
MADE BY 
BRYAN DONKIN & CO., ENGINEERS, 
Near Grange Road, Bermondsey, 
SOLE LICENSEES. 





RICKETS’ AND HAMMOND’S | 
G LOBE LiéHt. 


SE’ 


A SHADOWLESS GAS-BURNER. 








AGAR STREET, STRAND, LONDON, W.C. 


OBERT MACLAREN and CO.,| 
EGLINTON FOUNDRY, GLASGOW, 
Manufacturers of all sizes of Cast-Iron Main Pipes, by 
animproved Patent. General Ironfounders, Gas En- 

gineers, and Wreught-Iron Tube Makers. 





T° be Sold, a quantity of Gas 
APPARATUS, consisting of two small Gas- 
holders, with Columns and Girders, Cast-Iron Con- 
denser, Scrubber, Purifiers, and Tar-tank, Retort 
Conuexions for 19 Retorts, Hydraulic Main, &c., &c. 

The above may be seen at the late works of the Ux- 


Incorporated Company, and now thrown out of use. 

A Schedule of the articles can be seen, and full par- 
ticulars may be obtained, on application to Mr. ALFRED 
Penny, Wenlock Iron-Works, City Road, Engineer to 
the Company; or to the Secretary, Mr. WILLIAM 
GARDINER, Solicitor, UxpripGce, who will receive 
Tenders, on behalf of the Company, for the whole, or 





EORGE BOWER, 
GAS ENGINEER, MANUFACTURER, 
AND CONTRACTOR, 
8ST. NEOT’S, HUNTS. 


References to between 100 and 200 Gas-Works De- 
signed and Erected by the Advertiser. 


EORGE CUTLER & CO, 
GAS ENGINEERS, &c., 
London Gasholder and Boiler Works, 
8, WuarF, Wentock Roap, City Roap, N., 
LONDON. 


Rye, Nov. 12, 1860. 
Dear Sirs,—I ider it i bent on me to acquai 
you that the alterations recently made on the Rye Gas- | 
Works—viz., the addition of a NEWLY-IMPROVED 
WASHER, and other work for the Purification of Gas, | 
executed by the experienced workmen under your able | 
supervision—are perfectly satisfactory to the Company, | 
and the Gas is now as pure as it can be made. 
I am, dear Sirs, your obedient servant, 
CHARLEs THomas, Superintendent, 
Rye Gas-Works. 








+ 





Messrs. Cutler and Co. 


AMES FERGUSON and CO., Lessees 

of the Auchinheath and Craignethan Gas Coal-| 
fields (the most extensive and valuable in the parish of | 
Lesmahago), respectfully intimate to the Managers of | 
Gas-Works and Consumers of Gas Coal, that they are 
prepared to ship the best quality of the above well-| 
known COALS at Glasgow or Leith ; and also to deliver 
them at the railway stations upon, or connected with, | 
the Caledonian Railway, to any extent which may be | 
required, 

Price, free on board, or delivered at the railway sta- 
tions, may be learned by addressing James Ferguson | 
and Coe., Gas-Coal Works, Lesmahago. 

Shipping Agent for Glasgow: 
MR. ALEXANDER STRATTON, 
159, West GEORGE STREET. 








Books under the Sales of Gas Act, | 
22 and 23 Vict., c. 66. Drawn by GrorGe | 
GLoveR, Esq., and Settled by T. L, MARBIOTT, Esq., | 
22, Parliament Street, London. | 
Register Book, Storee-Room Book, Testing-Room | 
Book, and Inspector’s Certificate. Prices, half-bound, | 
10s.each, Certificate, 2s. 
London: SHaw and Sons, FeTreR LANE. 





C. HOLMES & CO.,, 
e GAS ENGINEERS, 
WHITESTONE IRON WoRKS, HUDDERSFIELD. 

Manufacturers of Gas Apparatus, Gasholders, Iron 
Tanks, Roofs, &c. &c. 

Contractors for the Erection of Gas-Works through- 
out of any magnitude. 

Plans, Specifications, and Estimates prepared. 

Makers of the Combined, Condensing, and Purifying 
Apparatus (especially adapted for exportation), unitin 
simplicity and compactness with great efficiency ant 
facility of working. 

References given to Works where it is in operation. 








ALTER MABON, ineer, 


ARDWICK IRON WoRKS, FAIRFIELD STREET 
MANCHESTER, 


Manufacturer of 
IRON TANKS for Gasholders, Railway Stations, &c. 


GASIIOLDERS.—Extensive premises at Gorton, 
solely for the facture of Gasholders, and other 
heavy Wrought-Iron Structures. 

GAS APPARATUS.—W. M. has an extensive assort- 
ment of patterns for Purifiers from 4 feet to 15 feet 
square, also round ones from 4 feet to 10 feet diameter; 
Scrubbers, Condensers, Washers, Columns, Girders, 
and Tripod Patterns, suitable for Gasholders, from 
10 feet to 150 feet diameter, either Single-lift or Tele- 
scope. Contractor for Gas Works of any Magnitude, 
Designs, Specifications, and Estimates furnished. 

WROUGHT and CAST IRON ROOFS for Railway 
Stations, Gas Works, Warehouses, and Sheds, pre- 
pared for Slates or for Corrugated Iron. 

IRON HOUSES, either for Dwellings, Manufac- 
tories, or Public Buildings, 

PIPESand VALVES, for Gasand Water, from2inches 
to 48 inches bore. 











WROUGHT-IRON 
PLAIN, GALVANIZED, & ENAMELLED, for Gas, Steam, and Water, from } in, to 6 in. bore. 
STOCKS TAPS, and DIES, GUN METAL GLAND-COCKS, WATER-GAUGES, &.; 


PATENT LAP-WELDED IRON TUBES, 


MANUFACTURERS OF 


TUBES & 


For Locomotive and Marine Boilers, &c. 


LLOYD AND LILO YD, 
ALBION TUBE-WORKS, BIRMINGHAM, 


FITTINGS, 








LONDON WAREHOUSE-N® 66, QUEEN STREET, E.C. 














i ASS ee 


--- a 


SSS 





22 TS Se SS 


t= 


Ste SEES 





eee te son gee 


2 ee: 








Ne 


S0ae ares 





a5 = sarc 

















840 


THE JOURNAL OF GAS LIGHTING, WATER SUPPLY, & SANITARY IMPROVEMENT. 


[Dec. 3, 1861. 





AMUEL CUTLER, Gasholder 
MAKER and CONTRACTOR 
For Tanks, Roofs, Purifiers, Condensers, Erection 
and Alteration of Works and every description of 
Gas APPARATUS, 
PROVIDENCE IRON WoRrKS, 
MILL WALL, POPLAR. LONDON, E. 
Main Laying and Gas-Works erected complete. 


DDISON POTTER, 
WILLINGTON QUAY, 
NEAR NEWCASTLE-UPON-TYNE, 
Manufacturer of Clay Retorts, Fire Bricks,and every 
description of Fire Clay Goods. 








ESTABLISHED 17 YEARS. 
FFICE for the Procuration of 


of DESIGNS. JosepH WILLcocK and Co., Patent 
and Co., 89, Chancery Lane, Lonpon, W.C. 

GRATIS, and post free, “‘ THE INVENTOR’S 
MANUAL;” also a pamphlet, “‘ L’Obtention de Pa- 
tentes Anglaises;” 590 MECHANICAL MOVE- 
MENTS; the first part of Kinematics, or the Trans- 
formation of Motion. By JoserH WILtcock, C.E., 
Mem. Soc. of Eng. May be had at the above address, 
and of any Bookseller. Price 2s. 6d. The second 
part is approaching completion, and will shortly be 
announced. 





Now ready, 


OL. IX. of the JOURNAL of GAS 


LIGHTING, WATER SUPPLY, and SANI- 





|in cloth and lettered. A few copies of Vols. 11., III., 
lIV., V., VI., VII., and VIII. are still on sale. 
W. B. KiNG, 11, Bolt Court, Fleet Street. 








Just Published, price 3s., by Post, 3s. 2d., 


LIGHTING, 

with an Appendix containing a description of the 

| different processes for the Manufacture of Colouring 

| Matters from Coal Tar. 

Re-arranged and reprinted from the JOURNAL OF 
Gas LIGHTING. 
LONDON: WILLIAM R. KING, 11, BoLT Court, 
| FLEET STREET, ELC. 


ILLIAM STEPHENSON & SONS, 
THROCKLEY, 


NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE, 
MANUFACTURERS oF EVERY DESCRIPTION oF 
FIRE BRICKS, CLAY RETORTS, LUMPS, TILES, 
&c. &e. 

LONDON OFFICES: 

76, KING WILLIAM STREET, CITY. 

A large stock of Fire-Clay Goods always on hand in 
London, at the lowest wharf prices, at Messrs. 
Curistize & Co.’s Wharf,64, Bankside, SourHwaRk,. 


ARRIS and PEARSON, 
PROPRIETORS OF 
BEST CLASS-HOUSE POT AND CRUCIBLE CLAY. 
MANUFACTURERS OF 
PIRE BRICKS, GAS RETORTS, &C, 
AMBLECOTE Fire CLAY AND BRICK Works, 
STOURBRIDGE. 
Late in the occupation of I. and W. King. 
Originally J. Pideock, Esq. 
NB. A quantity of best Clay Retorts in stock, viz.— 
Circulars, 14 inches, 15 inches. 16 inches. 
D’s, 16X12, 15x14, 20K16, 15x18. 


AMES NEWTON, 
(Established 1820,) 
| PFIRE-BRICK AND TILE MERCHANT, 
Wholesale and for Exportation, 
FALCON DOCK, 78 anp 79, BANKSIDE, 
SOUTHWARK, LONDON, 
Derét for STOURBRIDGE anp NEWCASTLE 
FIRE-BRICKS, LUMPS, TILES, and CLAY, 
and every Article suitable for 


GAS AND WATER WORKS. 


BELGIAN CLAY RETORTS. 
ALBERT KELLER, Ghent.—The 


removal of the import duties on Earthenware 
permitting the entry of Clay Retorts into England, 
Albert Keller, of Ghent, begs to draw the attention of 
the Gas Companies of London, and other Cities, to 
the very superior quality of the RETORTS manu- 
factured by him. They can be made of anysize, in one 
piece, and of any form. ‘he price will bein proportion 
|to the weight, and very moderate in comparison to 
their value. 
Communiations, addressed to ALBERT Kel,LER 
GHENT, will receive immediate attention. 

















ST and GREGSON, Gas-Meter 
MANUFACTURERS, &c. 
UNION STREET, OLDHAM. 

Station and Experimental Meters, Gas Pressure 
Registers, Gauges, Experimental Gasholders, Go- 
vernors, Slide Valves, &c. &c. 

W. and G. would respectfully call the attention of 
Gas Ergineers and Managers to their Station-meters, 
having made and erected the largest in use at the 
present time, two of which may be seen at the Stock- 
port and Liverpool Gas Works, on application to the 
respective Engineers. 








LETTERS PATENT, and the REGISTRATION | 


Agents and Engineers, Successors to Messrs. Barlow | 


TARY IMPROVEMENT, for 1860, price 2ls., bound | 


‘NNHE CHEMISTRY OF GAS| 











L .A MP-P O 8S T §'! ILLIAM BLEWS AND SONS | 
suitable for entrances to Public Buildings, as | IMPROVED MACHINE-MADE BURNERS |} 
well as ordinary street lighting, in upwards of 100 | WROUGHT-IRON BATSWINGS, | 
cifferent patterns. For RatLway STATIONS AND MARKETS, | 
: GAS-FITTINGS, CHANDELIERS, | 
LOBULAR LAM P §| srass and IRON TUBES OF EVERY KIND || 
of superior manufacture, in Copper, Tin, Cast SUPPLIED ON THE BEsT TERMS, | 

and Wrought Iron. 


AT THE WoRKS, | 
Please address in full, W1LrL1AM Hoop, 12, Upper 9, 10, 11, BARTHOLOMEW STREET, | 
Thames Street, Lonpon. | 


BIRMINGHAM. 








NO CHIMNEY WANTED 
FOR RICKETS & HAMMOND’S PATENT CALORIFERE GAS-| 
STOVES, in Churches, Halls, or Shops; and for Conservatories, or any | 
close apartment, a Pipe can be attached to carry away the burnt air. | 


away 








i) 


TO THE TRADE. 





LONDON.—LIBERAL DISCOUNT 


UTICE-COCK. 








BROWN AND MAY’S PATENT. 


Above 3-inch diameter, price 10s. per inch. Brass face, 6d. eri nch extra, 


NORTH WILTS FOUNDRY, DEVIZES. 


Wholesale Agents, Messrs. S. and E. RANSOME, 31, Essex Street, Strand, E.C., 
Where a Sample may be seen. 


WALTER FORD, 


LATE 
PADDON and FORD, 
awAS-METER AND APPARATUS WORKS, 
GRAY’S INN ROAD, LONDON. 
OF WET AND DRY GAS-METERS, STATION-METERS, 
GOVERNORS, &e. &c. 

A large number of STATION* METERS, up to 80,000 feet per hour (being by far the largest in use), and | 
GOVERNORS for MAINS, up to 24 inches, have been constructed by Paddon and ; ord. These Meters | 
and Governors possess peculiar advantages as regards strength and freedom of action. | 

Sole Manufacturer of PADDON’S PATENT STREET-LAMP REGULATORS, for insuring} 
any required consumption. These Regulators are in general and increasing use, and references can be given to! 
Gas Companies who use them for every Lamp. a | 


| 
| 
Can be taken to pieces without being removed rom the line of Piping. | 
| 








MANUFACTURER 


| 
| 


EDWIN DIXON, 


WOLVERHAMPTON PATENT WROUGHT-IRON TUBE WORKS, 
Originally established in 1833, 


Manufacturer of Gas and other Tubes, Fittings, and articles of every description belonging to Gas, Water, or 
Steam. 


— | 
| 


E. D. had the honour of receiving the 


PRIZE MEDAL 


warded to this Manufacture by the COUNCIL of the GREAT ENGLISH EXHIBITION of 1851; and from 
he latter date has supplied many towns exclusively with GALVANIZED and other Tubes for Gas and 
Water, under GOVERNMENT ENGINEERS, 


A City, containing 150,000 inhabitants, 
has recently been entirely supplied with Tubes made at the aboveenamed Works, and several others with 


populations nearly as great; in fact, the reputation now acquired induces this notice to the public. 
Large Stocks generally on hand, averaging from one vo three hundred thousand feet, 


HYDRAULIC PRESS TUBES, 
to resist 6000 lbs. and upwards to the square inch, extensively manufactured. 


STOCK DIES and SCREWING TACKLE 


of the best possible descripton. 
Every Tube carefully tested with Hydraulic Pressure before leaving the Works. 
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F. & C. OSLER, 


45, OXFORD STREET, LONDON; 
Manufactory—Broad Street, Birmingnam— Established 1807, 


MANUFACTURERS OF GLASS CHANDELIERS, GLASS 
LUSTRES, TABLE GLASS, &c. &c. 
ELEGANT CRYSTAL GLASS CHANDELIERS, for GAS, from £4 upwards 


(Made from ‘*ReGist#RED’’ DgsIGNs), with Glass Brancugs, &c.; suitable 
for DRAWING-ROOMS and BALL-Rooms. The more extensive use of Gas in 
private dwellings has induced Messrs. OSLER to direct their particular atten- 
tion to the manufacture of this clas: of articles—which, with a view to their 
general adoption, are offered at very moderate prices, Purchasers can select from 
a great variety of patterns, to which additions are being constantly made. 

THSATRES, CONCERT, ASSEMBLY, AND Batt Rooms LIGHTED BY EsTIMaTB 
ON THE LOWEST TeRMS. 


ge ALPHA TUBE-WORKS, 
J nfo Aa WALSALL, STAFFORDSHIRE. 








Established 1830. 


LAMBERT BROTHERS, 


MANUFACTURERS OF 
Wrought-Iron Welded Tubes 
and Fittings, 

FOR GAS & HIGH-PRESSURE WATER & STEAM. 











BRYAN DONKIN & CO. 


keep always on stock their 


IMPROVED GAS VALVES 
rom 2 inches to 18 inches, price lls. 6d. to 13s. 6d. per inch diameter 
List of prices, with full dimensions of all sizes up to 27 inches, to be 
had un application. 
These Valves are all proved to 30 lbs. on the square inch before leaving 


the works. 
BRYAN DONKIN & C@., 
ENGINEERS, 
NEAR GRANGE ROAD, BERMONDSZY. 








FIVE HUNDRED 


HOLMAN’S PATENT DOUBLE-ACTISN PUMPS 


Prove their general adaptation. They are adopted by 


CIVIL, MARINE, MANUFACTURING, AND MECHANICAL ENGINEERS. 


For Pumping TAR, AMMONIACAL LIQUOR, WATER, WORT, and other fluids, their intrinsic excellence 
is too well known to need description. 

S. HoLmaAN tenders his hearty thanks to all Patrons,and is prepared to undertake the Supply of Towns, 
Public and Private Establishments, and Irrigation of Lands,on any scale. ° 

Sole London Agent of the Williams’s Perran Foundry Company, for the Sale of Cornish Pumping, Winding, 
and other Steam-Engines, heavy Machinery, Castings, and Forgings. 

London Agent for Tangye’s Patent Hydraulic Presses, Jacks, Lifts, Crabs, Cranes, Blocks, &c 

ALL KINDS OF HYDRAULIC AND STEAM MACHINERY FOR HOME USE OR EXPORT. 

Illustrated Catalogues free. 
Lonpon AGENT ror Wrovent-Irnon Trnes AND Firrincs, 


'S, HOLMAN, C.HLE., 18, CANNON STREET, E.C. 





W. J. HOLLANDS, 


IRON MERCHANT anp AGENT, 
Wholesale and Retail Charcoal and Cole Dealer, and Grinder, 
12 & 31, BANKSIDE, & GREAT SUFFOLK STREET, SOUTHWARK, S.E. 


me 


ALL GOODS KEPT iN STOCK, AWD SUPPLIED AT MANUFACTURERS PRICES. 


Cast-Iron Socket, Flanch, Hot Water-Pipes and Connexions, for Gas, Water, aud Steam purposes, Rain- 
Water-Pipes and Guttering, &c. Furnace-Pans and Stable-Fittings. Retorts, Hydraulic Main, Furnace- 
Work, &c. Lamp-Columns, Lanterns, Cocks and Burners, Wrought-Iron Tubing, &c., of best description. 
Screw-Cocks, Sluices, and Gas-Valves of every description. Bar, Rod, Plate, and Hoop-Iron Bolts and Nuts. 
Cast-Iron Columns, Girders, Street-Posts, Watering-Posts, Gutters, Gratings and_Railing-Bars, Tank-Plates, 
and Pump-Castings. Engine, Mill,and Lathe Castings. Planing, Turning, and Boring executed. Cast-Iron 
Pans, for Soap and Chemical Works. Galvanized Cast-Irom Jars and Pots, for Sugar Refiners. Stourbridge 
and Newcastle Fire-Bricks, Retorts, Lumps, Tiles, and Clay. Malleable Iron Castings. Pipe-Laying by Con- 
tract. Double-Refined Machinery Oil. Iron Borings. Salammoniac and Sulphur. 

Castings made in Town or Country, on the shortest notice, to Sketches, Drawings, or Patterns. 

Best Animal Charcoal, for Sugar Retiners, and Case-Hardening. 

Best prepared Wood Charcoal. Prepared Fuel for Smokeless Stoves guaranteed. Granulated Charcoal for 
Air and Water Filters. Chemists and Druggists supplied with Pulverized Carbon. Charcoal and Coke Black- 
ing, and Coal-Dust, and superior strong Coke, for Foundry purposes. Gypsum of the finest and purest quality, 
Sulphate of Ammonia. 


Estimates given, and Orders by Post punctually attended to the same day. 
7 AGENT FOR 
BECK’S PATENT STOP-VALVES, 
For Gas, Water, Steam, and General Purposes, and 


DAVIS'S PATENT COMBINED SMALL-COKE OR BREEZE OVEN, & SMOKE CONSUMER. 








ILLIAM RICHARDSON 
(LATE OF DUDLEY), 
CONSULTING ENGINEER, 
PATENTEE OF THE VERTICAL OVEN RETORT 
No, 367, PERSHORE Roap, 
BIRMINGHAM. 


JAMES QAKES and C0., 
ALFRETON IRON WORKS, DERBYSHIRE, 
AND 
WENLOCK IRON WHARF, 20. WHARF ROAD, 
CITY ROAD, LONDON, 

Beg to inform Gas and Water Companies and the public, 
that they keep in stock in London all the CASTINGS 
in general use in Gas and Water Works, including 
best cold-blast Iron Retorts, Socket and Flange Pipes 
of ali sizes, Rends, Branches, Syphons, Lamp Columns 

of various patterns, &c. 

N.B.—Orders for Cast-iron Tanks, Girders, Columns, 
Cylinders, and all irregular castings, will have immedi- 
ate attention. 





CHARLES HorSLey, Agent. 
C. H. is prepared to carry out the warming and ven- 
tilation of public buildings, &c. ; also civil engineering 
in general, 


IRTLEY IRON WORKS, 
CHESTER-LE-STREET, 
DURHAM. 

Manufactory for every description of Casting and 
Machinery for Gas Works and Water Works. 
Warehouse in London for Cast-iron Pipes and Con- 
nectiong of all sizes and in any quantity, Scott’s Wharf, 

Bankside, Southwark. 
‘ Office in London, Mr. E, M. Perkins, 78, Lombard 
Street. 


OHN ROGERSON and CO. 





NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE & MIDDLESBRO’- | 


ON-TEES. 
Wrought and Cast Iron Pipes, Cast-Iron Retorts, and 
all kinds of Foundry Work necessary for Gas-Works, 
Fire-Bricks and Clay Retorts. Gas Coals of every 
description. Pig, Bar, and Plate Iron. 
LONDON HOUSE: 
12, ROYAL EXCHANGE BUILDINGS. 


GAS COAL, 


EAL, WALKER, and CO., Coal and 
COKE MERCHANTS, No. 1, Walker’s Buildings, 
SHEFFIELD, beg to inform the Directors and Managers 
of Gas Companies, that they are in a position to con- 
tract for the supply of the different sorts of best Gas 
Coal, such as best Silkstone, Barnsley, and others, at 
the lowest.prices, which may be had on application at 
the above Office. 


LFRED PENNY, Gas and 
CONSULTING ENGINEER, 
WENLocK IRON Works, 
21 & 22, WHARF ROAD, CITY ROAD, LONDON. 

Mr. PENNY having had a large experience in the 
construction, alteration, and management of Gas- 
Works, begs to inform the Directors of Gas Companies 
that he may be consulted on all matters appertaining 
thereto. He also manufactures Gasholders, Purifiers, 
and all the various apparatus used in Gas-Works, and 
keeps in stock Retorts and Mouthpieces, Socket-Pipes, 
Bends, Branches, T-pieces, &c. &c. 

Plans, Specifications, and Estimates prepared. 
GAs Stoves, Gas Baths, Gas Cooking 
APPARATUS, warranted the best in England 
at PHILLIPs’s, the original inventor and manufacturer, 
and general gas-fitter, &c., 55, Skinner Street, Snow 
Hill, Lonpon, E.C. 

PATENT SAFETY ATLAS CHANDELIERS, Sun 
and Star Burners, Outside Lamps, Patent Reflecting 
Lamps, Portable Coppers for either Gas or Fuel. lron 
Tube and Fittings. Best quality for Gas, Steam, or 
Hot Water, &c. &c. 

STOURBRIDGE FIRE-CLAY WORKS. 
BAKER and CO, 
° (Contractors to Government). 


24 WHARF, HARROW ROAD, PADDINGTON, W. 
Every article manufactured at their own Works and 
Mines, Brierley Hill. 

FIRE-BRICKS, Lumps, Squares, Tiles, 
and Gas Retorts of all dimensions. 


CRUCIBLE and CEMENT CLAYS. 
GARDEN EDGINGS, of various pat- 


terns. 


BUFF and ORNAMENTAL TILES. 
CLINKERS and STABLE PAVINGS, 


noted for hardness and durability, being perfectly non- 
absorbent, 


Shipments on the shortest notice. 


B ENJAMIN GIBBONS, Jun, 
DEEPDALE FIRE-CLAY & BRICK WORKS, 
Near DUDLEY, 

Manufacturer of every description of Fire-Bricks, 
Lumps, Quarries, Shields, Flue Covers, &c., to any size 

or shape required. 
PIRE-CLAY RETORTS, 
TO MODEL OR DRawiNna. 

B. G. begs to call the attention of Gas Corhpanies to 
his Fire-Clay Retorts, which have been used with great 
satisfaction in some of the we Gas-Works in the 
Metropolis and many Provincial Towns in England, 

References given, if required. 
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R LAIDLAW & SON, 


GAS BNGINEERS, TRON & BRASS FOUNDERS, 
Alliance Foundry, 147, East Milton Street, and Barrowfield Iron-Works,. 


GLASGOW; 
anp at SIMON SQUARE, EDINBURGH ; 
MANUFACTURERS OF 

STATION &® CONSUMERS METERS, ALL SIZES; 
WROUGHT-IRON TUBES, ror GAS, WATER, & STEAM; CAST-IRON RETORTS & PIPES; 
‘HYDRAULIC MAINS, CONDENSERS, WASHERS, SCRUBBERS, PURIFIERS, & TANKS. 

GASHOLDERS; 
GOVERNORS, SLIDE-VALVES, &; 
WROUGHT & CAST IRON ROOFS & HOUSES. 

Contractors for Gas-Works of any Magnitude. Plans, Specifications, and Estimates furnished. 

SOLE AGENT FOR THE SOUTH, SOUTH-EAST, AND SOUTH-WEST OF ENGLAND :— 

J. E. DOWSON, 38, DOWGATE HILL, THAMES STREET, LONDON, E.C. 


WILLIAM INGHAM AND SONS, 
WORTLEY FIRE-BRICK AND RETORT WORKS, 
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Leeds. 





W. INGHAM and SONS, having for many years been éxtensively engaged in the Manufacture of 


RETORTS AND FIRE-BRICKS FROM THE CELEBRATED WORTLEY FIRE-CLAY, 


| beg to call especial attention to their RETORTS, which have for many seasons proved to be uusurpassed in quality by any in the Kingdom, their FREEDOM FRO} 
| CR ACKS and’ the ADHESION OF CARBON rendering them worthy the attention of all parties in terested in the makir ig of Gas. 
The Works are of such magnitude as to ensure the prompt execution of orders to any extent, 


Estimates for Setting, or Bricklayers sent when required. 
| GAS OVENS IN SEGMENTS OF EQUAL QUALITY. 
A large stock of Fire-Bricks, Fire-Clay, Terra Cotta, and Drain-Pipes of all sizes kept in London at CHRISTIE & CO.— 
Wharf, 64, Bankside, Southwark, where all particulars of Prices, &c., may be obtained. 
N.B.—Ezport ordere continue to have prompt attention. 


CLECQG’S 
| NEW PATENT HYDRAULIC GAS-METER. 
2 











ae 


BISCHOFF, BROWN, & CO., LANGHAM WORKS, | 





MANUFACTURERS GEORGE STREET, 





AND 


GREAT PORTLAND STREET, 


SOLE LICENSEES, LONDON, W. 











This Meter is the last and one of the greatest achievements of the late Samuet Cuzcc, C.E., in his connexion with th 1e || 
‘Manufacture and use of Gas, and, without presumption, it may be confidently affirmed to be the only Meter extant that can be} 
irelied upon to measure ccrrectly, to work with the minimum of pressure, and steadiness of light. It cannot be tampered with! 
by tilting or otherwise, and will be of great durability. | 

This Meter is constructed on an entirely new principle, and, when once adjusted, will always remain the same under all || 
‘circumstances. The quattity or height of the water in it has no effect on its capacity. The immense importance and economy i 
||of this to Gas Companies who are obliged to employ so many inspectors, is so obvious, that they will be able to appreciate its | 
\|advantages over all other Wet Meters, where the varying height of the water regulates the capacity. | 
The Drum, from its peculiar construction, presents scarcely any resistance when moving through the water; and, its | 
‘| weight being taken off its axis by an air vessel, it revolves with the slightest pressure. | 

t} 
a 
1} 





| 
The comparative absence of friction in the Drum reduces the wear and tear, and enables it to be made of the stronges | 
materials, which will kecp it in working order longer than any other Meter. 
It is approved and adopted by the principal London and Country Gas Companies, and is guaranteed to comply with tue| i 
“Sale of Gas Act,” as this Meter, beyond all doubt, works within a shorter range of registration than any other Meter) 
manufactured, i 
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CROSLEY & GOLDSMITH’S 


PATENT SELF-ADJUSTING & COMPENSATING GAS-METERS | 
CANNOT BE OVER OR UNDERCHARGED WITH WATER, | 


and they consequently register the quantity of Gas consumed with greater accuracy than Meters in which the Water-Line is variable | 
MANUFACTURED BY | 


r.BRIGGS, 


| 

(Late CROSLEY & CO.,) | 
GAS-METER MANUFACTURER, | 
108, SOUTHWARK BRIDGE ROAD, LONDON, &.E. 


N.B. The Patent Self-Adjusting and Compensating Apparatus may be applied to the ordinary Meter. | 
Manufacturer of LOWE'S PATENT MOTIVE-POWER METER, for situations where there is an inadequacy of pressure to |' 
supply the special requirements of certain consumers in low grounds during the day or night. - _ | 
Also, Manufacturer of EXPERIMENT METERS, GOVERNORS, MINUTE-CLOCKS, PHOTOMETERS, &c., Xc., similar} | 
to those used by Mr. King, of Liverpool. 
I. BRIGGS is also prepared to supply Gas Companies and others with 


DUPLICATES of Mr. KING’S CUBIC FOOT TRANSFERRER, 1 


similar to that manufactured by Crosley & Co., and verified by the ASTRONOMER-ROYAL, and Prorrssor MILLER, of Cam- | 
bridge, on behalf of the Government, which was deposited by them in the Office of the COMPTROLLER-GENERAL of the | | 


EXCHEQUER, before Nov. 13, 1859, in compliance with the “ Act for Regulating Measures used in Sales of Gas,” He also supplies 


TEST GASHOLDERBS, | 
Graduated by the Standard Cubic Foot. 











|Is the only perrecr joint that has ever been constructed, and supplies the long-felt desideratum, by allowing for the expansion | 
'and contraction of metals, and for oscillation and deflection, without impairing the joint. Gas Companies will effect an incal- 





TRUSS’S PATENT ELASTIC PIPE-JOINT, 
FOR GAS AND WATER-MAINS, AND STEAM PIPING, 








culable saving in adopting it, as compared with the present imperfect mode of jointing. 
Drawings, Estimates, and every particular, furnished on application to 


THOMAS SEAVILLE TRUSS, C.E., 53, GRACECHURCH STREET, LONDON, E.C. 


KING BROTHERS, 


| 
STOURBRIDGE FIRE-BRICK AND RETORT WORKS. | 





VEAD on MOUTH PIECE 






KING BROTHERS beg especially to eall the attention of Gas Companies to the superiority of their Retorts, which are made from the celebrated STOURBRIDGE | 
FIRE-CLAY. Mr. King has patented a Kiln for bu Retorts, by which Patent all Cold Air is excluded from the Kiln while burning, thus rendering them FREE | 
FROM CRACKS AND COKRECT IN FORM. By great care in Manufacturing, combined with the advantages in burning,a VERY SMOOTH SURFACE is obtained, | 
rendering them less liable to carbonize. 

Retort Ovens, Fire-Bricks, Guards, Saddles, Rabbitted Burs, Flues, and Quarries, are all Manufactured of the same quality of Clay. 
Every Retort and Brick is branded '' King Brothers, Stourbridge.” 


FIRE-CLAY GAS RETORTS. 


en iiiy 
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ESTABLISHED IN 1795. E | a 


JOSEPH CLIFF, 
WORTLEY FIRE-BRICK WORKS, near LEEDS. | 


THESE RETORTS are unrivalled in excellence, being the BEST FINISHED INTERNALLY, and THE MOST CGRRECT IN FORM, of any in the Kingdom, From tie peculiar 
composition used in working up the face of the material. they are rendered unusually smooth, close, and FREE FROM SURFACE CRACKS, thus, in a great measure, preventing 
leakage and the adhesion of carbon to their interior surface. e Ss : J ’ 
To meet the yearly increasing demand of UPWARDS OF THIRTY SEASONS and to carry out the late improvements in the manufacture, the Premises have been 
re-erected and much enlarged, and Engineers may rely WITH CONFIDENCE on their orders being completed with a greater regard to despatch than by any other louse, 
THE WORKS ARE WELL SITUATED 
LONDON, LIVERPOCL, 
For EXPORT from the Ports of HULL, MIDDLESBRO’, 

HARTLEPOOL, and STOCKTON. 

FIRE-BRICKS, LUMPS, GUARDS, TILES, AND CLAY OF THE SAME QUALITY. 























M. PR. NEWTON, London Agent, No. 4, Wharf, King’s Cross Goods Station. 
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MESSRS. 


CROLL, RAITT, AND CO, 


Manufacturers of Croll’s Patent Improved 


DRY GAS-MET ER, 


Are prepared to supply their Meters duly stamped, under the authority of the Sale of Gas | 
Act, 22nd and 28rd Vic., Cap. 66. 


Fees for Stamping charged on Invoice. 


FACTORY: 
CANAL BRIDGE, KINGSLAND ROAD, LONDON, N.E. 


ALEXANDER WRIGHT, 


55 and 554, MILLBANK STREET, WESTMINSTER, &. W., 
MANUFACTURER OF 


CONSUMERS’ COMPENSATING & NON-COMPENSATING WET GAS-METERS, 
Of the best material and workmanship, carefully adjusted to meet the requirements of the SALES OF GAS ACT. 
STATION-METERS &® GOVERNORS, 

WRIGHTS REGISTERING PRESSURE-GAUGE, EXHAUSTER REGISTER, & REGULATOR; 
STANDARD TEST GASHOLDERS; 
Consumers’ Governors; Inspectors’ Pocket, King’s, and all other kinds of Pressure-Gauges; Thermometers 
for Condensers, Pressure Registers, &c-, &c. 


EXPERIMENTAL TESTING APPARATUS, 


Employed by the best experimenters én this country and on the continent, and by the Gas Testers in the London districts. 

PHOTOMETERS, SPECIFIC GRAVITY APPARATUS, BI-SULPHURET OF CARBON TEST, THOMPSON’S BROMINE 

AND HEATING POWER OF FUEL TESTS, IMPROVED ALKALIMETER, EXPERIMENTAL METERS 
AND GOVERNORS, MINUTE CLOCKS, &e., &e. 

** Analysis of Gas for Practical Men,” by A. Wricurt, M. Inst. C.E., post-free for 13 Stamps. Price-Lists on APPLICATION. 


JAMES MEACOC K, 


als DRY AND WET GAS-METER MANUFACTURER, 


7, SNOW HILL, AND 16, WEST STREET, LONDON.| 
ESTABLISHED 1836. 


J. M. invites attention to his Improvements in EXPERIMENTAL WET GAS-METERS, by 
which he renders impossible any Leakage from the Stuffing-Box. 


These METERS are GUARSETEED to meet all the Requirements of the SALE OF GAS ACT 








GOVERNORS, STATION-METERS, PHOTOMETERS, 


EXPERIMENTAL TESTING GASHOLDERS, HIGH-PRESSURE GAUGES, 
AND ALL APPARATUS IN USE AT THE GAS MANUFACTORY. 





D. HULETT and CO., 55 and 56, HIGH HOLBORN, LONDON, 
PATENTEES and MANUFACTURERS of the ONLY GOOD MERCURIAL GAS REGULATOR, 
invite the attention of Gas Companies and the Trade generally to their Improved GAS-METERS, which they warrant equal to 
any in Quality, Workmanship, and Simplicity of Construction, and the only Meters from which Gas cannot be obtained without 
being duly registered. MANUFACTURERS OF 
GAS CHANDELIERS, GLASS LUSTRES, HALL LANTERNS, VESTIBULES, BRACKETS, PENDANTS; — 
DOUBLE CONE, ALBERT, SHADOWLESS, & EVERY DESCRIPTION OF BURNER, UNION JETS, BATSWINGS, ETC.; 
IMPROVED FULL-WAY CARTER’S VALVES (much approved of); 
GAS-STOVES, and every article connected with Gas Apparatus. 
CAST & WROUGHT-IRON PIPE BLACK & GALVANIZED. COPPER. TIN, BRASS, & COMPOSITION TUBING. 
DHULETT’S IMPROVED SERVICE CLEANSER 
for clearing out Mains, Services, and Interior Fittings—60s. net. 
Boyle’s Patent Silvered Glass Combination Reflectors and Outside Lanterns. 
Sole Manufacturers of Church and Mann’s Photometer. 
Large Pattern Books, with every description of Gas-Fittings, Chandeliers, &c., with complete Book of Prices, 12s. 
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